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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Officers and Directors

President: Gerald Franklin 580-467-8667
Rt. 3 Box 239J, Duncan, Ok 73533
franklin@myrhinomail.com

Vice-President/events: Bill Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd
Fletcher, Okla. 73541
lazyassforge@hughes.net

Sec-Treas. Mike George 580-327-5235
1227 4th St. Alva, Ok. 73717
mike-marideth@sbcglobal.net

Director/website: JC Banks 580-482-3209
16007 S. CR 206 Altus, Ok. 73521
jc.banks@okstate.edu

Director: Byron Doner 405-650-7520
6520 Alameda, Norman Okla.
byrondoner@earthlink.net

Director/swage blocks: Bill Kendall 918-742-7836
1756 E. 59th St Tulsa Ok. 74105
wwkendall@aol.com

Director: Richard Dyer 918-582-5065
1119 S Birmingham Pl. Tulsa, Ok. 74104
irondyer@aol.com

Assignments:

Editor: Diana Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd Fletcher, Ok 73541
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

Librarian
Bill Malsom 918-440-4318
21450 N. 4020 Rd. Bartlesville, Ok 74006
billmalsom@hotmail.com
918-440-4318

Workshop Coordinator
David Seigrist 580-688-3555
dseigrist2004@yahoo.com

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith
Association, a non-profit organization of amateur and
professional artist and craftsmen, publishes this news-
letter monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of
knowledge, education and to promote a more general
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere.
We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion of North America.

Material from this newsletter may be freely
copied without permission for non-profit purposes.
Please credit the author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org

Trading Post
For Sale:
5/8in. Round 1045 stock in 12 ft. lengths. Price is .50/ft.
contact Ron Lehenbauer at therustyanvil@yahoo.com
or call 580-554-1126 to order. Delivery can be made at
the Conference. I can have it cut into 1ft or 6ft pcs to
haul. 1-foot pcs will be a bit extra for the cuts. This is
great metal for punches or chisels.

Army surplus round nosed pliers that make good scroll
pliers for small items. They are 6” long $5.00 each plus
shipping. I also tie brooms on your handle or mine.
$20.00 plus shipping. Diana Davis 580-549-6824 or
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

Wanted:
Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at 1-
580-327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net

For Sale:
Two wheelwright travelers. One factory made with
a pointer; one nicely shop made with forge welds
but no pointer.
$50 each. Contact Jim Carothers 580-336-9213
frontiershop@woldblue.net



3

Club Coal
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal is in 1-2” size pieces
The coal is $140.00/ton or .07 /pound to members .No sales to
non-members.

NW Region coal location:
Bring your own containers. Contact Tom Nelson at 1-580-862-
7691 to make arrangements to pick up a load. DO NOT CALL
AFTER 9 P.M. If you make arrangement well in advance,
Tom can load your truck or trailer with his skid steer loader.
Otherwise you will need to bring a shovel. The coal can be
weighed out at the Douglas Coop Elevator scales.
S/C Region coal location: Coal is in 1-2” size pieces. Bring

your own container. The coal is at Max Scrudder’s place in
Mountain View. Contact Max for load out instructions.
Max Scrudder can be contacted at (405) 226-9951
NE Region coal location: Dan Cowart also has coal to sell. He
can be contacted at ddcowart@gmail.com or Cowart-
Pat@gmail.com

Send your ads to the Editor by the 20th of each
month. Ads will run for 60 days.

Meeting Schedule
Nov.

SE Regional meeting (Nov 7th) Open
NE Regional meeting (Nov 14th) Hosted by Dan
Cowart . Lunch will be provided (Brisket and baked
beans) bring a side dish to help out. Trade item will
be a tool to make animal eyes. (Board Meeting at
this meeting)
S/C Regional meeting (Nov21st) Hosted by Bill
Davis at his home/shop west of Rush Springs. The
trade item is a flower or anything with a flower on it.
Lunch is provided (pulled pork, polish sausage)
bring a dish if you like. Map in back of newsletter.
NW Regional meeting (Nov. 28) Hosted by Tom
Nelson at his shop in Douglas located 3 blocks north
of the fire station. Bring a sack lunch as lunch is on
your own and there are no cafés in Douglas. Along
with blacksmithing he will have some wooden
wagon wheels that they will be shrinking cold on a
hydraulic tire shrinker. The trade item is a 3-legged
trivet with a center element. Bring something new to
show or demonstrate. Tom (580-862-7691)

SCABA Conference wrap-up

Saltfork members:
Thought I did not do much to help put on this

year’s conference, I did reserve and sign for the fair-
grounds buildings.

I am really proud of the set up, clean up
crews, and the attendees for their care in using the
facilities. Special thanks go the clean up crew who
stayed and helped to leave the place in such great
shape. The Perry facility has been reserved for the
2010 conference and once again because of the Salt-
fork record, we have not been charged an up-front
reservation fee. You all did really well!

Virgil, the facility manager, has been out
with migraine problems for the past few days. He
was greatly surprised when he came in to find the
place in the condition we left it! Our clean up work
has really been noticed and is greatly appreciated.

Jim Carothers

Lost and Found at the Confer-
ence

There were several items found during the
clean up of the building after the Conference. Below
is a list, if any of these items is your, you can contact
Jim Carothers or Bill Kendall (where noted)

1) 15 foot heavy black cord with a fourplex box on
the end. (Bill Kendall found in his stuff )

2) Insulated travel mug (blue)
3) A pair of work gloves
4) A small medical oxygen cylinder found in the

women’s building next to the stage.
5) A woman’s wrist watch

A big THANK YOU to everyone that
donated items to the auction and the
iron in the hat. These items help to
fund the scholarship program as well
as other projects. I want to thank the
instructors for the family classes and
the Lace Guild Ladies for their con-
tributes to the conference.

Diana Davis

New shipment of swage blocks now in.
$80. plus shipping to members.
$100.00 plus shipping to non-members
Contact Bill Kendall for more information
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President’s Notes
Gerald Franklin

Our 13th Annual Conference is behind us now and it proved to be a real winner. We provided a rare opportu-
nity to see all three Gunters: Robb, Brad, and Chad demonstrating at the same event. They really put on a good
show for the attendees and if you missed the conference you missed an excellent learning experience. Partici-
pation in the toolbox auction brought in a record amount of money for the club treasury and the auction was
well supported, too.

Registrations were up this year. Tammy Cowart, our Registrar tells me that we had a total of 109 people regis-
ter (88 separate registrations) for the conference. Of this number, there were 32 new members. I feel that these
numbers reflect the quality of the demonstrators that were lined up by the Board of Directors. I want to thank
all the members who put out so much effort in making this event the success that it was.

We have a few details to finish up for this year so that we can collect our grant from the Oklahoma Arts Coun-
cil and then we can get started in earnest on the 2010 conference. Our demonstrators in 2010 will be Gordon
Williams from Camp Verde, AZ and Darryl Nelson from Eatonville, WA. Both of these smiths offer world
class demonstrations so you will want to be sure to make this conference.

In the mean time, host a meeting and plan on attending as many of our regional meetings as you can. These
meetings are where most of our individual teaching and learning takes place.

SCABA Workshops
Title: Date: Instructor: Location: Status: Cost:

Repousse/Chasing Workshop – Full

As it got closer the Repousse Workshop filled to capacity with 2 alternates on the list, so for now I’m only able to signup
alternates.

Power Hammer Use and Tooling - The workshop has been postponed until Rick gets his shop settled in and everything is taken
care of. He will let me know and I’ll run another announcement.

David Seigrist
P.O. Box 163
Hollis, OK 73550

SCABA TOOLBOX

Congratulations go out to Mike George for winning this year’s toolbox. You should’ve seen the look on his face!! It’s
great to see someone who really appreciates such a prize.

A big heartfelt thanks for everyone who bought tickets and especially all those who make or purchase everything required
for the toolbox. Year after year many smiths go out to their shops and spend serious quality time to make the box, hardware, and all
the tools knowing only one person will win and yet hoping they will be that one person. JC did a great job with the box and Mike
did another great job with the hardware. Included in this newsletter is a list of all the folks who contributed tools and all together
made another great prize. Thank you for your generosity and love of the craft.

David Seigrist (580)381-0085 dseigrist2004@yahoo.com

Repousse 6 – 9 Nov
4 day workshop

Mark and Mindy
Gardner

Altus, OK Full $175 (Update)



5

Scottish Festival
The sun shined bright on the morning of

September 19th at the 30th annual Tulsa Scottish
Festival. Terry Jenkins and Steven Knisely may not
have shined quite as bright but were there and do-
ing what comes naturally on a bright sunny morn-
ing, forging metal.

As usual, there were the pipers and athletes
warming up for their events. The merchants were
finished getting set up for the day as we rang in the
day on the anvil. In spite of working all day demon-
strating at the state fair in Oklahoma City the day
before, Terry did an excellent job of showing the
patrons how blacksmithing is done and explaining
the process to those watching and asking questions.

There was music being played through out
the days (not just bagpipes either) and the concert
on Saturday night was a lot of fun also. Our thanks
goes out to Danny and the others who came to visit
us on Saturday and Sunday. It makes things even
better to see a few familiar faces when working in
front of a bunch of people. As usual, the people
who ran the festival treated us well and asked if we
would come back next year. So, if there are any
members who are curious as the what the Scottish
games are all about and would like to take part in
the demos next year, we have been invited back.

pictures by Jon Ervin
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Members of Saltfork:

I talked to the Saltfork Board recently about having a Christmas Tongs Exchange again this year and
volunteered to keep the list of names, etc. We have some new members in Saltfork; so to some of you this
may be completely new. I’ll try to explain what this all about.

This exchange of hand made tongs would be like school kids (at least when I was in grade school in the
1950’s) drawing names to exchange gifts at Christmas time. This idea is not new or original to me ; the folks
on AnvilFire’s Slack Tub Pub have done this a time or two in the past. In the two years that I remember this
happening through AnvilFire, there were about 12 to 15 people involved each time. I have four unique pair
of tongs from participation in the past exchanges. One of these was made by James Joyce out on the west
coast and one by Jim Gerlinski from Canada. Saltfork did this last year; I have two nice tongs made by SF
member Mark Carter. I’ve always found this fun to participate in.

Don’t worry that you are not an expert tongs maker. At first, I was concerned that my hand made tongs
would not be good enough for an AnvilFire international exchange. There are a couple of mistakes in the
learning pile under my work table, but all worked out OK. The experienced smiths that got the tongs I made
were quite pleased with them.

The Saltfork Board of Directors and I have chosen 3 Kings Day as the mailing day for the tongs; that would
be January 6th, 2010. By choosing the 3 Kings date (the 12th day of Christmas), you would hopefully have
some time over the Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s holidays to get your tongs made. And if you
needed help, there would be time for that as well. There is a good how to make tongs article on the Shady
Grove Blacksmith Shop web site. http://www.blksmth.com/tong_article.htm . Most of the beginning
smith’s books have tongs lessons too.

As noted above, I am offering to keep the list of those wanting to participate; do the random drawing of
names (computer program) ; and to notify each participating member whom to send his or her tongs to.
And yes, I plan to make a pair also.

Here are the rules:
1) You must register with me your intent to participate in the Christmas Tongs Exchange on or before Mon-
day, December 28th. 10 PM that Monday evening will be the cutoff time. Your registration can be done by
e-mail, phone call, or US Mail. E-mail is really best for me, but any of the others are OK too. I will need
your mailing address along with your registration to participate.
2) Tongs can be any style you choose as long as they are blacksmith made. Use of electric welding and other
modern techniques is OK. Tongs can be made from round bar, flat stock, etc.
They can be steel or other suitable (strong) material such as Titanium, Nomakesit, Unobtainum, or Flex-
stifftinite.
3) Be sure to steel stamp or engrave your tongs with your touch mark, name, or initials and the date they
were made.
4) I will notify you by Wednesday, December 30 as to whom to send your tongs to.
5) All tongs are to be sent out no later than 3 Kings Day – January 6th. US Mail or your favorite service such
as UPS, etc. can be used. Personal delivery is OK too. You are responsible for the cost of shipping your
tongs.

That’s about it. Let’s have some fun with this again.

Jim Carothers, Member
Saltfork Craftsmen ABA
9501 Frontier
Perry, OK 73077-9225

frontiershop@wildblue.net
580-336-9213 home – evenings
580-307-5152 cell – usually on
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SCABA conference 09
A lot of equipment and supplies have to make their way to Perry, Oklahoma before a conference can

take place. The board and conference workers finalize plans months in advance of the conference assigning
tasks and dividing the equipment list so that no one person is overwhelmed with the task ahead. Every confer-
ence is different. The supplies needed are determined by the needs of the demonstrators. Some request power
hammers and gas forges while others work with coal forges and hand tools. Each year it is a different set of
challenges to have on hand all the equipment needed. This year was no different. It took a full 12 plus hours to
get everything ready for Saturday.

←Setting up the 
sound and recording
systems.

Gunters →
unloading their tools
and ironwork

← tailgating→
Sales and outside
demonstrations took
place under the
shade of a large elm
tree.

While the men worked to get the main building ready for the blacksmithing demonstrating that would
be starting early Saturday morning, Carol Doner and Diana Davis were directing some of the other men in the
setting up of the gallery, auction and eating areas of the women’s building. Friday night after everything was
done, everyone enjoyed a meal of chili provided by Bill Kendall and followed up with peach cobbler made by
JC Banks.

←Gallery →

We had a nice
selection of iron-
work as well as
silver smithing
and quilting.
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Conference continued.

The Conference registration and check-in started at 8:00 AM Saturday morning and soon everything
else got underway. Tracy, Tammy and Pat Cowart did a great job with the registration considering that this was
their first time and had little if any experience doing it. Byron Doner and his helpers handled the iron-n-the-hat
drawings during the conference and comments that I heard was that they liked the way it was done with all the
items on display but divided by drawing days.

The demonstrators for this years conference were
Brad, Chad and Rob Gunter. The trouble with having three
great demonstrators was deciding which one you wanted to
watch. People shifted back and forth between the two sites
trying to take in all the information and techniques that
were being explained.

These two items are examples of the work
that the Gunter’s do.
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The tool box and tools was a huge success again this year.
The box was hand made by JC Banks from Oak and accented
with handmade hinges and latches by Mike George. Mike
had put a lot of work into the hardware by Chasing a delicate
design on them. The drawing for the box was held on Satur-
day night during the auction. Mike George’s name was
pulled from the box of tickets. The look on his face was one
of pure amazement that he had won. Now the big ques-
tion...Who gets the box? Him or Meradith.

A Big THANK YOU to everyone that donated tools for the box. There was a nice selection of tools that
anyone would be proud to own.

The family classes were well attended again this year. They included sewing, jewelry and stained glass.
We also had the Oklahoma lace Guild ladies and they were showing how to tat.
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Nathan Robertson brought his hammers again this year. He had a nice selection of sizes and style to choose
from.

It didn’t matter if you came to the conference to have a good time or learn a new craft, the SCABA Conference
tried to have something to interest everyone. I know that we say that each conference if better than the last and
that has been true but I feel that this years will be hard to beat.

During Rob Gunter’s demonstration he
recommended this book as a
good reference book to have in your shop.

James Allcorn found a link to a book that he
found interesting. “Agriculture Engineering & Development”
Here is the link if you are Interested . It can also be
found online used for about $60.

http://books.google.com/books?id=6kqMg6TcgVwC&lpg=PP1&ots=01vVe2Ypd7&dq=advanced%
20blacksmithing&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
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North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 12, 2008
Host: Bill Kendall 918-691-2173

February 9, 2008
Host: Gary Gloden Letter opener 918-321-5015

March 8, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart 918-534-0299
Trade item something for the grill
Lunch:

April 12, 2008
Host: Mark Coatney
Phone #: 918-476-6755

May 10, 2008
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 14, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:918-643-3299

July 12, 2008
Host: Dwayne Moss
Phone #:918-260-3267

August 9, 2008
Host:
Phone#

Sept. 13, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:918-534-0299
Trade item is a tool to be added to the tool box

October 11, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 8, 2008
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #: 918-245-8460

December 13, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 26, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: spoon

February 23, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: fork

March 22, 2008

Host: Bob Kennemer (tool for cooking on a grill)
Phone #: 580-225-3361

Shelf
April 26, 2008

Host: Mike George (pair of small brackets)
Phone #: 580-327-5235

May 2008
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 28, 2008
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone #:580-242-0105

July 26, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

August 23, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

October 25, 2008

Host: Gary Seigrist

North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 10, 2009
Host: Gary Gloden

February 14, 2009
Host: Bill Kendall

March 14, 2009
Host: Dan Cowart

April 11, 2009
Host: Open Easter Weekend
Phone #:

May 16, 2009
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 13, 2009
Host:
Phone #:
Trade item:

July 11, 2009
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #:

August 8, 2009
Host: Omar Reed at Fort Gibson
Phone#
Will be working on hinges

Sept. 12, 2009
Host: Dan Cowart (Pawhuska Blacksmith shop)
Phone #:
Trade item something Indian, (feather, leaf, etc.)

October 17-18, 2009
SCABA Conference

November 14, 2009
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:

December 12, 2009
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 24, 2009
Host:

February 28, 2009
Host: Ron Lehenbauer

March 28, 2009
Host: Bob Kennemar
Phone #:

April 25, 2009
Host: Mike George
Phone #:

May 16, 2009
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 27, 2009
Host:
Phone #:

July 25, 2009
Host:
Phone #:

August 22, 2009
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 26, 2009
Host: Gary Seigrist (Elk city)
Phone #:

October 17-18, 2009
SCABA Conference

November 28, 2009
Host: Tom Nelson
Phone #: 580-862-7691

December 26, 2009
Host:
Phone #:
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South Central Regional

Meeting dates

January 17, 2009
Host: JC Banks
Phone #

February 21, 2009
Host: Gerald Franklin
Phone #:

March 21, 2009
Host: Terry Jenkins
Phone #

April 18, 2009
Host: Bob Kennemar
Phone #

May 16, 2009
Host: State picnic at Norman
No regional meetings

June 20, 2009
Host: Anelia Hadick
Phone #: 1-405-406-3705

July 18, 2009
Host: Max Scrudder
Phone #: 1-405-226-9951

August 15, 2009
Host: Richard Simpson
Phone #: 1-405-344-7413

Sept. 19, 2009
Host: Dorvan Ivy (Elk City Museum)
Phone #: 1-580-473-2761

October 17-18, 2009
Host: : SCABA Conference Perry, Okla.

November 21, 2009
Host: Bill and Diana Davis
Phone #: 580-549-6824

December 19, 2009
Host: Anelia Hadick
Phone #: 1-405-406-3705

South East Regional

Meeting dates

January 3, 2009
Host: Howard Bost
Phone #:1-903-785-0864

February 7, 2009
Host: Howard Bost
Phone #: 1-903-785-0864

March 7, 2009
Host: James Allcorn
Phone #:

April 4, 2009
Host: Howard Bost
Phone #: 1-903-785-0864

May 16, 2009
Host: State meeting in Norman Ok

June 6, 2009
Host: Mark Hammell
Phone #:

July 4, 2009
Host:
Phone #:

August 1, 2009
Host: Omar Reed at Fort Towsan historical site
Phone #:

Sept. 5, 2009
Host: open
Phone

October 3 2009
Host: SCABA Conference Perry , Okla
Phone #:

November 7, 2009
Host: open
Phone #:

December 5, 2009
Host: open
Phone #
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Bill Davis
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Map Page
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This article from the Hammer’s Blow is reprinted with permission. You can get your subscription to the
Hammer’s Blow by joining ABANA
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.

Reprinted with permission
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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Membership Application
April 2009 thru March 2010

I have enclosed $20.00 for dues to March 30, 2010

Signed____________________________
Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen, 1227 Fourth St. Alva, Ok 73717
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Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Assoc.Inc.
1227 Fourth Street
Alva, Okla. 73717-1227
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