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Cross made from tubing set into a horseshoe. This beautiful
combination was made by Tom Nelson.
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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Officers and Directors

President: Gerald Franklin 580-467-8667
Rt. 3 Box 239J, Duncan, Ok 73533
franklin@myrhinomail.com

Vice-President/events: Bill Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd
Fletcher, Okla. 73541
lazyassforge@hughes.net

Sec-Treas. Mike George 580-327-5235
1227 4th St. Alva, Ok. 73717
mike-marideth@sbcglobal.net

Director: JC Banks 580-482-3209
16007 S. CR 206 Altus, Ok. 73521
jc.banks@okstate.edu

Director: Byron Doner 405-650-7520
6520 Alameda, Norman Okla.
byrondoner@earthlink.net

Director/swage blocks: Bill Kendall 918-742-7836
1756 E. 59th St Tulsa Ok. 74105
wwkendall@aol.com

Director: Richard Dyer 918-582-5065
1119 S Birmingham Pl. Tulsa, Ok. 74104
irondyer@aol.com

Assignments:

Editor: Diana Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd Fletcher, Ok 73541
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

Librarian/Website
Bill Malsom 918-440-4318
21450 N. 4020 Rd. Bartlesville, Ok 74006
billmalsom@hotmail.com
918-440-4318

Workshop Coordinator
David Seigrist 580-688-3555
dseigrist2004@yahoo.com

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith
Association, a non-profit organization of amateur and
professional artist and craftsmen, publishes this news-
letter monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of
knowledge, education and to promote a more general
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere.
We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion of North America.

Material from this newsletter may be freely
copied without permission for non-profit purposes.
Please credit the author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org

Trading Post
For Sale:

Army surplus round nosed pliers that make good scroll
pliers for small items. They are 6” long $5.00 each plus
shipping. I also tie brooms on your handle or mine.
$20.00 plus shipping. Diana Davis 580-549-6824 or
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

50# New Style Little Giant Power hammer. Rebuilt
late 2009. $3500 Contact Bill Davis at 580-549-
6824

Jim Dickey has a large amount of equipment for
sale. A large shop forge, 3’x6’ cast iron layout ta-
ble, hand and power tools. Too many items to list.
If you are looking for something give Jim, he might
have it or know where you can get it. Call Jim at
580-748-0994

Wanted:

Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at 1-
580-327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net
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Club Coal
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal is in 1-2”
size pieces The coal is $140.00/ton or .07 /pound to
members .No sales to non-members.

NW Region coal location:
Bring your own containers. Contact Tom Nelson at 1
-580-862-7691 to make arrangements to pick up a
load. DO NOT CALL AFTER 9 P.M. If you make
arrangement well in advance, Tom can load your
truck or trailer with his skid steer loader. Otherwise
you will need to bring a shovel. The coal can be
weighed out at the Douglas Coop Elevator scales.
NE Region coal location: Dan Cowart also has
coal to sell. He can be contacted at
ddcowart@gmail.com or CowartPat@gmail.com

Mail your ads to the editor or email them to
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net by the 20th or
each month.

Meeting Schedule
April

State Picnic at Norman

May
SE Regional meeting (May 1st) OPEN

NE Regional meeting (May 8th) Hosted by Gerald
Brostek the trade item is a yard ornament. Please
bring Gas forges only.

S/C Regional meeting (May 15th) Hosted by Gary
Seigrist. Trade item is a hardy tool. Lunch provided,
bring a side dish/dessert.

NW Regional meeting (May 22nd) Open

Obituary notice.
We have lost two more of our member re-

cently.
Ken Lewis of Sapulpa passed away in

October (09) and Jack Klutts from Okemah, long
time member, passed away earlier this year.

New shipment of swage blocks now in.
$80. plus shipping to members.
$100.00 plus shipping to non-members
Contact Bill Kendall for more information

June
SE regional meeting (June 5th) Open

NE Regional meeting (June 12th) Hosted by Bill
Phillips. Trade items is a animal/bird. Lunch provided
but bring a side dish/dessert.

SC Regional meeting (June 19th) Hosted by Byron
Doner. Lunch provided but bring a side dish/dessert.

NW Regional meeting (June 26th) Hosted by Ron
Lehenbauer in Enid. Trade items is something west-
ern.

I would like to give a BIG Thank You to Dan
Cowart for getting the NE Regional meeting
calendar fully booked for the year. I can’t at-
tend all the meetings in each region, so I need
someone who does to encourage members to
host meetings. If your region’s meeting calen-
dar has open dates, Please help me fill them.

Editor
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President’s Notes
Gerald Franklin

Well, it looks like the weather is finally going to cooperate for the rest of our spring
meetings. We had a rough time with some unseasonably late snow events that affected some
of the March meetings. Many of us just couldn’t bring ourselves to set out in a snowstorm
looking at a good chance that we couldn’t get home. Hopefully we will have decent weather
for our Annual State Meeting and Picnic on April 17th.

The “picnic” will be held at the same place as last year, the Cleveland County Fair-
grounds in Norman. This year, we will have a very special event – a Silent Auction Benefit for
the Dyer family. As we have reported in the past, Rick and Teresa’s son, R.J. is pretty sick and
has undergone some extensive surgery. He has more surgery to come and there are always ex-
penses associated with these sorts of things that the family has to cover. Please bring items
that you want to donate to the auction to the picnic. If you can’t come, please contact me or
another board member and we will make arrangements to get your items to the fairgrounds.
About anything will work for an auction item but hand forged items seem to sell well as do
tools. Don’t have time to make something? Just look through your collection of Trade Items or
items from past conference auctions that you bought. You’ll surely find something that is ap-
propriate. Even if you can’t bring an item for the auction, bring your checkbook. This event
certainly won’t work without buyers. Dig as deep as you can to help a brother smith and his
family.

It seems that every month I have a list of reminders for you folks and it looks like this
month is no exception:

- Remember your tongs. It appears that some of us have neglected to send tongs to the ap-
propriate exchange partner. The Tong Exchange has worked pretty well this year and last
year, but it seems that there have been lapses on both years. Please don’t put your exchange
partner in an uncomfortable situation by having to ASK that you send your tongs.

- Schedule a meeting. Diana Davis keeps the calendar to schedule the 2010 regional meet-
ings. She runs this list on a first come, first served basis so if you have a particular date in
mind that you would like to schedule, let Diana know.

- ABANA Conference. The 2010 ABANA Conference will be held in Memphis in June.
This is one of the closest locations to Oklahoma in recent years. Hotels are filling up fast so
you need to make your reservations now if you want to sleep close to the event.
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Benefit Silent Auction at Annual Picnic…..
Please bring a nice handmade item to be auctioned off
at the Annual Picnic with all proceeds to go to the
Dyer family to help with medical expenses.

For more information about the picnic check out the
Presidents notes and the article about Byron Doner’s
meeting

More “TO DO’s for the days ahead..

Fill out and send in your ballot for the election of
board of directors. (Ballot is in last month’s newsletter)

Mail in your dues if you have not already done so.
Please fill out a membership form and send it in with
your payment.

If you plan to attend the conference in Perry, Okla in
October you might want to go ahead a book a room.
You can always cancel if your plans change.
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THE MEETING THAT ALMOST WASN’T

By 7:30 AM, I had heard from Ron Lenbauer, Gerald, J.C., and Bill Davis: All of them said they wouldn’t be
coming due to the weather. “Oh No!!” I thought, “All of my mentors will not be here!” Before 8AM Tony and
Carol Cable arrived with a big mess of chili. Tony and I were wondering if any one would show.

There were beautiful snow flurries coming down, and the ground was already covered with snow.
Generally the north wind had the snow moving horizontal. Then folks started coming in. Two guys come all
the way from McAlister. It looked like we were going to have a meeting after all (snow or not) or snow and
all!!

The new building had plenty of room but the heater had
given up 2 days before, and it needed a new board. Two gas forges
took care of heat. I got on the tractor and moved anvils, vices, tong,
etc. to the roomier shop with the help of the guys hooking up
chains, loading the bucket and opening and closing doors. I’m not
sure, but I think there were 4 candleholders traded. I had failed to
load the smoker because I thought nobody would show, so Megan
fired up 2 George Foreman Grills and cooked up Polish, Hot Dogs,
Hot Links, & Pepperonis. Carol had made Potato Salad, Deviled
Eggs and Blueberry Muffins. Two different batches of brownies
were brought by members.

So, about 12:30 people started eating. Along about 2pm some started getting a little worried about get-
ting home ok, since the sideways blowing snow had started up again. Allen was the last to leave at about 7pm,
after he installed the door on the bathroom. Thanks Allen. All in
all, it was not too bad of a day.

Thanks to everyone, Korny

THE MEETING THAT ALMOST WASN’T PART 2

The weather kept some away, but when it was lunchtime,
we had a houseful! Thanks to everyone that braved the weather.
Let’s do it again in June!

Mark Vaughn and I discussed what we would each bring to
the 3rd annual free Family Picnic being held at the Cleveland
County Fairgrounds. We will have hamburgers and hot dogs, salads and desserts. So PLEASE, come and
have fun!

I’m going to bring an embroidery machine to “play” with. Bring a towel or pillowcase or something
you would like to have embroidered. We’ll see what all we can do!

If you would like to demonstrate your hobby (or teach it),
please call me. (Either at the picnic or the conference). Carol
Doner (405)329-5635 cell (405)760-8388
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South Central Meeting dates

January 16, 2010
Host: JC Banks
Phone # 580-482-3209
Trade item:

February 20, 2009
Host: Gerald Franklin
Phone #: 580-252-6002
Trade item: a riveted item

March 20, 2010
Host: Byron Doner
Phone #

April 17, 2010
STATE PICNIC NORMAN OK

May 15, 2010
Host: Gary Seigrist
Phone #
Trade item: Hardy tool

June 19, 2010
Host: Byron Doner
Phone #:

July 17, 2010
Host: Alex Scrudder
Phone #: 580-550-0882

August 21, 2010
Host: Terry Jenkins
Phone #:
Trade item: camping tool

Sept. 18, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

October 16-17, 2010
Host: : SCABA Conference Perry, Okla.

November 20, 2010
Host: Bill and Diana Davis
Phone #: 580-549-6824
Trade item: door knocker

December 18 2010
Host:
Phone #:

South East Meeting dates

January 2, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

February 6 2010
Host: Eddie Horton
Phone #: 580-513-8370

March 6, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

April 3, 2010
State Picnic Month

May 1, 2010
Host:
Phone #

June 5 2010
Host:
Phone #:

July 3, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

August 7, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 4, 2010
Host:
Phone

October 2, 2010
Host:
Phone:

November 6, 2010
Host: open
Phone #:

December 4, 2010
Host:
Phone #
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North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 12, 2008
Host: Bill Kendall 918-691-2173

February 9, 2008
Host: Gary Gloden Letter opener 918-321-5015

March 8, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart 918-534-0299
Trade item something for the grill
Lunch:

April 12, 2008
Host: Mark Coatney
Phone #: 918-476-6755

May 10, 2008
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 14, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:918-643-3299

July 12, 2008
Host: Dwayne Moss
Phone #:918-260-3267

August 9, 2008
Host:
Phone#

Sept. 13, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:918-534-0299
Trade item is a tool to be added to the tool box

October 11, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 8, 2008
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #: 918-245-8460

December 13, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 26, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: spoon

February 23, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: fork

March 22, 2008

Host: Bob Kennemer (tool for cooking on a grill)
Phone #: 580-225-3361

Shelf
April 26, 2008

Host: Mike George (pair of small brackets)
Phone #: 580-327-5235

May 2008
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 28, 2008
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone #:580-242-0105

July 26, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

August 23, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

October 25, 2008

Host: Gary Seigrist

North East Meeting dates
January 9, 2010
Host: Gary Gloden
Phone #
Trade item; something made at meeting

February 13, 2010
Host: Bill Kendall
Trade item. A heart

March 13, 2010
Host: Dan Cowart
Trade items: a 4 leaf clover or something

April 10, 2010
STATE PICNIC MONTH

May 8 2010
Host: Gerald Brostek
Phone #: 918-687-1927 trade item; yard ornament

June 12, 2010
Host: Bill Phillips
Phone #:918-823-4224
Trade item: Animal or Bird

July 10, 2010
Host: Gary Gloden
Phone # 918-321-5015 Trade item; cross

August 14, 2010
Host: Omar Reed/ Fort Gibson
Phone# 918-478-4088
Trade item Hinge

Sept. 11, 2010
Host: Dan Cowart/ Pawhuska
Phone #918-440-0653
Trade item: something with a feather

October 9, 2010
Host: State conference
Phone#

November 13, 2010
Host: Clayton Hall
Phone # 918-605-6241
Trade item: Spork/eating utensil

December 11, 2010
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #: 918-245-7279
Trade item: angel

North West Meeting dates
January 23, 2010
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone# 580-242-0105
Trade item; anything forged

February 27th, 2010
Host: Mandell Greteman
Phone # 580-515-1292
Trade item; tool

March 27, 2010
Host: Mike George
Phone #: 580-327-5235
Trade item; Flower

April 24, 2010
STATE PICNIC MONTH

May 22, 2010
Host:
Phone #
Trade item:

June 26, 2010
Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:580-758-1126
Trade item; something western

July 24, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

August 28, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 25, 2010
Host: Gary Seigrist (Elk city)
Phone #: 580-225-3007
Trade item; something from a horseshoe

October 23, 2010
Host:
Phone #.

November 27, 2010
Host: Tom Nelson
Phone #: 580-862-7691

December 25, 2010

Merry Christmas
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North West Regional meeting…

Another early Spring late Winter day in Oklahoma find this editor on her way to Alva for the NW Re-
gional meeting being hosted by Mike George. In typical Oklahoma style the weather is windy with rain mov-
ing into the area by early morning. It takes us approximately 4 hours to get from our house to Alva and we ar-
rive just as the rain is starting.

Mike has the forges going in his shop and there are already several members present. Jim Omey from
Freedom, Ron Lehenbauer from Wakomis, Don Gardner from Thomas Oklahoma are just a few of those that
came to Alva for the meeting. I counted about 15 that
stayed for lunch.
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A place to go and something to see….

Joel Parsons
Curatorial and Marketing Assistant
The Metal Museum
374 Metal Museum Drive
Memphis, TN 38102-1539
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The following forging items are reprinted for the Hammer’s Blow which is an official publication of ABANA to get more of these
articles you should join ABANA. You will find a membership form in the back of this newsletter along with your renewal form for



13



14



15



16



17

Scenes from the Medieval Fair in Norman
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I think Donavan found an interesting way
to stay warm while at the fair.
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SCABA membership application
April 1 2010—March 31– 2011

I have enclosed $20.00 for dues to March 30, 2011

Signed____________________________
Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen, 1227 Fourth St. Alva, Ok 73717

www.abana.org
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