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The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith
Association, a non-profit organization of amateur and
professional artist and craftsmen, publishes this news-
letter monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of
knowledge, education and to promote a more general
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere.
We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion of North America.

Material from this newsletter may be freely
copied without permission for non-profit purposes.
Please credit the author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org

Trading Post
For Sale:
¾” round bar of 5160 ($3.30 per foot plus shipping)
¾” and 1” round bar of 52100 ($6.00 and $9.45 per foot plus
shipping) Contact Ray Kirk, ray@rakerknives.com or 1-918-
456-1519

Army surplus round nosed pliers that make good scroll pliers
for small items. They are 6” long $5.00 each plus shipping. I
also tie brooms on your handle or mine. $20.00 plus shipping.
Diana Davis 580-549-6824 or lazyassforge@tds.net

Due to health problems, I have decided not to rebuild any more
Little Giant hammers. I have for sale: One decent used 100#
hammer ($3,500), one completely rebuilt 50# hammer
($4,500). One good condition used 50# hammer (3,500). One
early style rebuildable 50# hammer ($1750), and one transition
style rebuildable 50# hammer ($2,250). I have some miscella-
neous parts, dies, babbit mandrels, and etc. for sale. Contact
Mike George at 580-327-5235 (home), 580-829-1968 (cell) or
Mike-marideth@sbcglobal.net
Wanted:
Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at 1-580-
327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net

Complete blacksmith line-shaft. Good Running Condi-
tion with post drill, pedestal grinder/wire wheel and 40
lb Perfect Power Hammer, Lots of extras, Call for info.
817-329-5299 Jim White
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Club Coal
Saltfork Craftsmen has Arkansas coal for sale. The coal
is $95/ton to members and $145/33non-members.
Bring your own containers. Contact Tom Nelson at 1-
580-862-7691 to make arrangements to pick up a load.
DO NOT CALL AFTER 9 P.M. If you make arrange-
ment well in advance, Tom can load your truck or trailer
with his skid steer loader. Otherwise you will need to
bring a shovel. The coal can be weighed out at the
Douglas Coop Elevator scales. The coal is in large
chunks; bring something to break up the coal into man-
ageable size pieces.
S/C Region coal location: Coal is in 1-2” size pieces.
Bring your own container. The coal is at Max Scrud-
der’s place in Mountain View. Contact Max for load out
instructions.
Cost for this coal is .06/pound or $120.00/ton. NO
SALES to non-members.
Max Scrudder can be contacted at (405) 226-9951
NE Region coal location: Dan Cowart also has coal to
sell. He can be contacted at dacowart@dishmail.net or
CowartPat@gmail.com

Saltfork Craftsmen Swage Blocks $105.00 each plus
shipping. SCABA members can purchase one block for
a special members price of $85.00
Contact Mike George at 1-580-327-5235 or mike-
marideth@sbcglobal.net or Bill Kendall at 1-918-742-
7836 or wwkendall@aol.com

Mail your ads to the editor or email them to
lazyassforge@tds.net

Meeting Schedule
September

Southeast regional meeting. Sept. 4 Open
Northeast regional meeting. Sept. 13 will be
hosted by Dan Cowart. The trade item is a tool
for the tool box. Lunch is provided but bring a
side dish.
South/Central regional meeting. Sept 20th.
Will be hosted by Terry Jenkins at the Sulphur
Tractor show. Lunch on you own.

Northwest regional September 27th Open

Public demo’s and request
Sept 26-27 18th National Two Cylinder Show and
Threshing Show, at Fairview, Ok. This is what they
call a working show with games, plowing, baling,
threshing, etc. Contact James @ 580-227-4985

Knife show
The annual Knife show held at the Holiday Inn at
2101 S. Meridian will be held on Sept 20, 21st. You
can contact Ray Kirk for more information.
ray@rakerknives.com

October 18-19 SCABA conference at Perry Ok.
You need to be making your plans for the

SCABA Conference in October. Don’t forget that
hotel rooms are in short supply. Book your room
early, you can always cancel it (according to hotel
regulations ) if something comes up and you can’t at-
tend.

Also start working on a nice item for the auc-
tion and collect items for the Iron-n-hat.

You can also make a tool to be donated to the
tool box. Adam is putting final touches on the box and
David Seigrist has tickets printed and for sale now.

SCABA TOOL BOX
Raffle tickets are now available for the tool

box. If you would like to purchase tickets or get some
to sell for the club please contact David Seigrist, tool
box chairman. The tickets are $2.00 each and come in
booklets of 5 tickets or $10.00 each booklet. The
drawing for the box will be done during the confer-
ence in October. Check out the list of tools and pick
out something to make and donate to the box. You can
contact David Seigrist at 580-688-3555 if you want to
make and donate a tool or if you need tickets for your-
self or to sell. This is one of the best tool boxes so far.

Check the list on the following page, there are
still a lot of tools that you can choose from to make for
the tools box. If you can’t make one but know some-
one else that can, talk them into making the tool for

you and then donate it to the box in their name.
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NorthEast Regional meeting
Omar Reed hosted the meeting for the NE Region at Fort Gibson Historical site. Omar had us set up our

forges under the trees between the fort and some barracks that were built by the WPA when they were rebuilding
the fort in the 20’s and 30’s. The fort was active from 1824-1890. They are still doing some excavating of the
grounds and finding some interesting artifacts.

There only two forges at the meeting so everyone that wanted to
forge were taking turns using Mike Sweany’s mailbox forge.

Omar laid out a good lunch and
afterwards he gave us all a tour
of the fort.

The fort holds several events during the year to help visitors understand the role that forts played in Oklahoma
History. The fort has a garden where they grow heritage vegetables that they use at these events. There are sev-
eral events taking place at Fort Gibson left this year. I encourage you to attend an event , in not at Fort Gibson
then at a historical site in your area.
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By James Allcorn

I was asked to present the program at the Paris Founders Lions Club meeting on July 8, 2008. Civic organiza-
tions such as Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, etc. are always looking for good programs and Saltfork members are encouraged
to participate when asked. This is a good way to spread current news about blacksmithing, Saltfork in particular, and
your business or hobby.

Today’s column serves three purposes: 1) To provide information to the membership about one of a number of
ways to prepare and present a successful civic program, 2) To give a general outline of some of the items that I chose to
include in this particular presentation that might be pertinent to someone else’s program preparation, and 3) To give a
report of the meeting and bring attention to the fact that blacksmithing is gaining some public notice in this largely un-
developed Saltfork area.

As I was finishing lunch prior to my time at the podium, I was approached by Lion Dr. Bill George DDS, who
advised that he cancelled a business trip to Dallas that morning just because he learned that I was to present the program
on blacksmithing. He explained that his grandfather had been a full time blacksmith in Paris many years ago. I was
surprised to learn this because I have known the good doctor casually for many years but was unaware of his ancestor’s
trade. It also points out that many members of the general public are keenly interested in our craft and its history by
family ties or other association. Other members in attendance included Bill Strather, current member of the Paris City
Council, and Lion president Thomas Hunt, City of Paris Municipal Judge.

My format for the meeting was to use a Power Point computer presentation. Since the meeting was held at
Paris Junior College, they were kind enough to provide a laptop and projector and I provided a CD with my material.
While not every meeting location will have access to a laptop and/or the required projector, there are many churches
and industries that have them and may be willing to loan them for such a program. The power point format can also be
used effectively by printing the information on transparency material and using an overhead projector. A personal note
here: While I am familiar with Power Point and have used it for years to prepare programs, simply thinking through
your information and noting important points on a piece of paper is, I think, a basic necessity if you plan to talk for
more than a very short time. This program lasted approximately 35-40 minutes.

It is essential to remember that an audience’s ability to interpret, understand and retain material presented in a
civic club or similar setting increases significantly if visual aids are used. Not only does the audience hear what you are
saying, they can read the prominent points on the screen as well as look at any pictures or diagrams you might include.
The more technical the subject matter, the more important visual aids and/or audience participation become. And don’t
forget, the attention span of the audience “narrows” quickly if you run over your allotted time!

I began with a description of Bois D’Arc Forge Blacksmith Shop, our location and brief business history. This
was followed with a segment on Saltfork with pictures of Saltfork meetings and members. (Mike George sweating
while cranking his forge with Saltfork member Tom Hensel watching brought a chuckle from the audience!)

At this point, I went back in time to the dawn of civilization and quickly took the audience through the evolu-
tionary development of metals, the Copper, Bronze and Iron Ages. These were compared to Biblical timelines with
appropriate scriptural references, points that were of particular interest to several in the group. We delved into a short
comparison of wrought iron versus steel. Pictures of the wrought iron making process were shown, including a
“bloomery” furnace and an “iron bloom” (obtained from the Internet). Comparisons of the various smithing fuels;
wood, charcoal, coal, coke and gas were presented and the history of the fuels were summarized, taking note of the im-
pact of the use of each fuel type on world history during specific timeframes, i.e. deforestation, etc.

To close the meeting, projects currently under construction at Bois D’Arc Forge were reviewed with examples
of scrolls and leaves passed around. Photos of recently completed projects were also viewed with brief explanations
and a virtual “shop tour” showing various blacksmithing tools, forge welding, power hammer work and answering
questions from the audience.

In review, the Lions club program was a success with positive advertisement for Saltfork and artist blacksmith-
ing in general. It is hoped that someone can use a bit of the information in this column as a guide in preparing your own
civic club presentation.

END
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Saltfork Members:

I would like to share a few thoughts with all of you.
First: Our friend and mentor Tom Clark is doing well. I talked to Tom this evening (8-11-08). He has had the last surgery,
finished the chemo treatments, and is well along with the radiation program. In talking with Tom, he sounded energetic and
ready to be finished with all this medical work and ready to get on with all the projects in his life. He sounded just like the
Energizer Tom we all know, and I expect we may see him at our Conference.
Next: I want to encourage as many of you as can to attend the September 13th meeting in Pawhuska. Dan Cowart has put a
lot into organizing this meeting and I am sure that it will be one to remember. See your August newsletter for the full story on
the Pawhuska Blacksmith’s house and the foundry tour. It would be really good to let Dan know ahead of time if you are plan-
ning to be there. Your doing that will help greatly in his preparation for the facilities and the meal.
Next: You have all heard my speeches in the past concerning our Annual Conference. Please register early so that we can
get an accurate meal count. The only reason the Conference Committee even does the meals, is to help you to use your time
well at the event. Note that it is not required of you to spend $$ for the meals. It is possible to attend the Conference on a
shoe string budget. Bring your own food, camp for free at the Fairgrounds, car pool with friends, etc. Come early and help us
set up on Friday; stay late on Sunday and help us load out and clean up.
And: Make something for the Tool Box and for the Auction. These are the two major fund raisers for Saltfork. Bring some of
your work to put in the Gallery. Many of us only make a few meetings outside of our Region; we’d like to see what you have
been making.

Jim Carothers, President (2008)

Living History Day – Fletcher, OK
Gerald Franklin

On Thursday, August 28, I went to Fletcher, OK to help out with their Living History Day sponsored by the Poor Boys Antique Tractor
Club. This is the day that school students from the area come in to see the “old stuff”.

This year I was set up between two working farriers so we had a line of forges for the kids to see and marvel at. Of course, mine was the
only forge making smoke as the farriers were using gassers. There was a great deal of antique equipment set up to look at. There was also
a lady there (not necessarily an antique) making soap. She left her fire rake at home so I forged her one out of a piece of rebar that I had in
the truck. It wasn’t pretty, being rebar, but it worked.

As the school kids cycled by, I forged one or two nails for the group. If they were good about staying off the rope that I had around the
forging area, I gave the teacher(s) a nail to take back to the classroom. Those of you who demonstrate regularly know that regardless of
what kind of barrier you put up to keep folks away from the forge it is going to be at just the right height for some age group to want to
swing on.

We had several groups come through the area from Fletcher, Geronimo, Cement, and Elgin schools. I know there were groups from other
towns but I can’t remember who they were. Weather was a little warm but it sure could have been worse. It was, after all, late August in
SW Oklahoma.

The tractor club took care of us pretty well and fed us a good lunch. As you know,
you can work the soul out of a man if you feed him!
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12th Annual Saltfork Craftsmen ABA Conference
You should receive a brochure in the mail but here is the basic information.
The conference will be held on October 18-19 at the Noble County Fairgrounds in Perry, Okla.
The demonstrators will be Bob Alexander, who specializes in colonial lighting and traditional
hardware. He also does flowers. The second demonstrator is Allison Finn.
The cost for the conference is $55.00 for Sat. and Sun. (per family)

$35.00 for Sat. only
$35.00 for Sun. only
$6.50 for Sat. Lunch (per person)
$10.00 for Sat. supper (per person)
$7.25 for Sun. lunch (per person)
Family classes extra

Hotel rooms will be in short supply because of other activities going on around the area. It is
suggested that you book a room ASAP.
 American Inn & Suites 580-336-2218
 Sooners Corner Motel & RV Park 580-336-2323
 Dan-D Motel 580-336-4463
 Regency Inn 580-336-2277
 Super 8 Motel 580-336-1600
 Tetik’s Country Barn Bed & Breakfast 580-336-4996
 There is ample room at the fair grounds for RV parking, there are no hook ups. (Dry camp-

ing only) The arena can be left unlocked for availability of the restrooms.
Conference Schedule

 Friday, October 17th
Set up will start approximately 8:00 a.m. Everyone’s help is appreciated. If you

can, please come to the fair grounds ready to help unload equipment and get things set up.
 Saturday, October 18th

Registration opens at 8:00 a. m. Please register early by mail.
Demonstrations 8-noon
Lunch break noon-1:00 p.m.
Demonstrations 1-5:00 p.m.
Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Drawing for tool box 7:00 p.m.
Auction 7:00 p.m.

 Sunday, October 19th
Registration opens 8:00 a.m.
Demonstrations 8:00-noon
Lunch Break noon-1:00 p.m.
Demonstrations 1:10-4:00p.m.
Cleanup and teardown 4:00 p.m.

Don’t forget to bring an item for the auction and bring your work to show off in the Gal-
lery.
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North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 12, 2008
Host: Bill Kendall 918-691-2173

February 9, 2008
Host: Gary Gloden Letter opener 918-321-5015

March 8, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart 918-534-0299
Trade item something for the grill
Lunch:

April 12, 2008
Host: Mark Coatney
Phone #: 918-476-6755

May 10, 2008
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 14, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:918-643-3299

July 12, 2008
Host: Dwayne Moss
Phone #:918-260-3267

August 9, 2008
Host:
Phone#

Sept. 13, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:918-534-0299
Trade item is a tool to be added to the tool box

October 11, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 8, 2008
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #: 918-245-8460

December 13, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 26, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: spoon

February 23, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: fork

March 22, 2008

Host: Bob Kennemer (tool for cooking on a grill)
Phone #: 580-225-3361

Shelf
April 26, 2008

Host: Mike George (pair of small brackets)
Phone #: 580-327-5235

May 2008
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 28, 2008
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone #:580-242-0105

July 26, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

August 23, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

October 25, 2008

Host: Gary Seigrist

North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 12, 2008
Host: Bill Kendall 918-691-2173

February 9, 2008
Host: Gary Gloden Letter opener 918-321-5015

March 8, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart 918-534-0299
Trade item something for the grill
Lunch:

April 12, 2008
Host: Mark Coatney
Phone #: 918-476-6755

May 10, 2008
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 14, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:918-643-3299
Trade item: hat rack (wall or floor)

July 12, 2008
Host: Dwayne Moss
Phone #:918-260-3267

August 9, 2008
Host: Omar Reed
Phone# (918)478-4088

Sept. 13, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:918-534-0299
Trade item is a tool to be added to the tool box

October 11, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 8, 2008
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #: 918-245-8460
Trade item is something for Christmas

December 13, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #: 918-245-7279

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 26, 2008
Host: Ron Lehenbauer :(580)758-1126
Trade item: spoon

February 23, 2008
Host: Ron Lehenbauer (580)758-1126
Trade item: fork

March 22, 2008
Host: Bob Kennemer (tool for cooking on a grill)
Phone #: 580-225-3361

April 26, 2008
Host: Mike George (pair of small Shelf brackets)
Phone #: 580-327-5235

May 2008
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 28, 2008
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone #:580-242-0105

July 26, 2008
Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #: 580-758-1126

August 23, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

October 25, 2008
Host: Gary Seigrist @ Elk City
Phone# 580-225-3007

November 22, 2008
Host: Tom Nelson
Phone #: 580-862-7691

December 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:
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South Central Regional

Meeting dates
January 19, 2008
Host: JC Banks
Phone #(580)482-3209
Scroll jig workshop

February 16, 2008
Host: Gerald Franklin
Phone #: 580-467-8667
Scroll ends workshop

March 15, 2008
Host: Byron Donor
Phone #(405)650-7520

April 19, 2008
Host: Terry Jenkins
Phone #(580)485-2394

May 2008
Host: State meeting no regional meetings
Phone #:

June 21, 2008
Host: Larry Morefield
Phone #: 580-529-3081
Trade item: Punch or Chisel

July 19, 2008
Host: Max Scrudder
Phone #: 580-654-2229
Trade items is a wall hanging

August 16, 2008
Host: Richard Simpson
Phone #: 405-344-7413

Sept. 20, 2008
Host: Terry Jenkins (Sulphur Tractor Show)
Phone #: 405-485-2394

October 18, 2008
Host: : SCABA Conference Perry, Okla.

November 15, 2008
Host: Bill and Diana Davis
Phone #: 580-549-6824

December 20, 2008
Host: Aniela Hadick
Phone #:405-869-2043
Trade item: some kind of vessel

South East Regional

Meeting dates
January 5, 2008
Host: Bois D’Arc Forge
Phone #:

February 2, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

March 1, 2008
Host: Gerald Franklin Durant Stockyards
Phone #: 580-467-8667

April 5, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

May 2008
Host: State meeting in Norman Ok
Phone #:May 10 ..Info in newsletter

June 7, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

July 5, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

August 2, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 6, 2008
Host:
Phone

October 4, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 1, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

December 6, 2008
Host: Cindy and James Allcorn
Phone #903-785-2608
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Tool/Item Maker/Buyer Cost/Value

Box Adam Hall $300

Hardware for toolbox Mike George

Cross peen hammer

Straight peen hammer

Rounding hammer Bill Davis

Tongs:

¼ v-bit

3/8 v-bit

½ v-bit

¾ v-bit

¼ flat

3/8 flat

½ flat

¾ flat

Scrolling

Side grip

Pick up tongs Maurice Hamburger $45

Fire tools (Shovel, rake, poker) Mark Carter $75

Hot cut hardie

Cold cut hardie Tommy Dean $25

Twisting wrench

Treadle/Hand Hammer Tooling JC Banks $200

Set of punches and holder

Center punch

Chisel, large

Chisel, small

Chisel, hot slit JC Banks $25

Slitting chisel

Hold Down

Flat wire brush w/handle Tommy Dean $30

File, flat bastard cut w/handle

File, half round w/handle

Set of monkey tools Gerald Franklin $30.

Rivet backing tool

Rivet setting tool

Hacksaw Maurice Hamburger $100

Bolster plate Gerald Franklin $30.

Square Maurice Hamburger $35

Dividers/Compass Maurice Hamburger $75

Scribe Bill Kendall $30

Bending forks JC Banks $50

SCABA TOOL BOX AND TOOLS for 2008

Mike Sweany $15
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Spring swage (necking down)

Flux spoon Diana Davis $5.00

Metal folding ruler 24” or 72”

Soapstone Diana Davis $2.00

Ball tool (round blunt nose punch)

Hook Ruler Gerald Franklin $30

Iron Mountain Flux Diana Davis $22

Finishing Wax Linda Bliss $5.00

Nail Header Diana Davis $20.00

Dual Caliper David Seigrist $35

Total value to date: $ 1,277

South Central Region
The meeting for the South/Central region was hosted by Richard Simpson at his home south of Blanchard.

There was a good turn out for the meeting. Gerald started his forge and
Richard had a forge going soon afterwards. Jim Carothers had asked
Bill to show him how to make a tomahawk from a hoof rasp so as soon
as the forge was ready, Bill did the demo and as soon as he was fin-

ished Jim talked
David into help-
ing him try his
hand at making
one. Because
they didn’t have
access to a
power hammer,
David was strik-
ing for Jim.

Richard and his wife had a nice lunch for
All of us to enjoy. As soon as lunch was
over we had the drawing for the trade
Items. The trade items was something to use over a campfire. There were several nice squirrel roasters, a spoon,
fork and a campfire set.

David brought the tools for the tool box. It would be nice
to have the box to put it in but it isn’t finished yet. There are still
several tool needed for the box and anyone is welcome to make a
tool. Contact David Seigrist (580-688-3555) and let him know
what tool you are going to make. The tools are needed no later
than Saturday at the conference (if you are attending) or if you
can’t attend the conference please make arrangements with another
member to get the item to the conference.
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Decorative Punch Workshop
Gerald Franklin

On August 30th, Saltfork sponsored a Decorative Punch Workshop at my shop near Duncan, OK. There were eight Saltfork mem-
bers present (See the class “graduation” photo). Folks were good about getting to the shop early enough to unload and set up their
equipment so we were ready to go to work at our posted 9AM-start time.

We kicked off with a safety briefing because, even though most of the attendees are used to working around power tools and hot
stuff, they aren’t necessarily used to doing it in a shop with several other folks around. After the safety briefing, we took care of a
few administrative announcements such as paying for the class, buying toolbox raffle tickets, door prizes (ask Doug Bliss), etc. I
might add that the workshop had a $20 per head fee most of which went into the Saltfork treasury, so the club made a buck or two
from the effort. David Seigrist is our workshop coordinator and he can give you a run down on the money end of things.

With the safety and admin items taken care of, we were able to get down to the business of making decorative punches. We an-
swered the question, “What is a decorative punch?” by agreeing that it could be anything. We saw a piece of flat strap decorated with
designs made with scraps of 5/8” round and ½” square stock as well as designs made using a simple cold chisel and center punch.
We saw that, really, the tool doesn’t have to be complicated, or even what we normally call a “tool” since just about anything lying
around the shop can be used to make decorations in a forged piece.

We talked about materials commonly used for decorative punches such as mild steel, store bought tool steel, and junkyard steels
such as sucker rod, truck spring, etc. Finally we agreed that a commonly overlooked source of useful tool steels is often right under
our noses, that being old punches and chisels. Many of us have several of these lying around that we don’t use since they are broken,
the wrong size from a set that we bought a while back, found by the side of the road, etc. A very good place to be on the look out for
old punches and chisels is at the local flea market. They can often be bought for less than a buck each, brought home and re-worked
in the desire shape for decoration.

We discussed steel types and hopefully shed some light on the very common question: “What’s this 5160 (4140, A-36, S-7, etc)
business all about anyway?” After a discussion of steel types we went over heat treating and why it varied for different materials and
uses of those materials.

By now, everybody was getting tired of hearing me talk and were ready to make some noise of their own. We got to work making a
set of three punches: an eye punch from an annealed hay rake tooth (oil quenched), a heart punch from ½” round A-36 (quenched in
Super-Quench), and a “star-burst” punch made from ¾” sucker rod that was not heat treated. Folks were also given the opportunity
to make an “elective” punch or chisel from sucker rod that would be heat treated if needed. Smiths tested their designs on clay and/or
lead blocks as they progressed so that they could better gauge how the finished design would look when applied to hot work. Every-
body completed the basic set of three and got an appreciation for Dremel tools and the heat treating process. Several smiths com-
pleted an elective piece of their own design using ¾” sucker rod. I saw hot cuts, curved chisels, and teardrop punches forged, fin-
ished and oil quenched. There were probably more electives done, but I missed seeing them.

We had a couple of welcome visitors, Bill and Diana Davis dropped by fresh in from a trip to Alaska. We didn’t get to visit much.
About all I could get out of Bill was how much food there was on the cruise ship. They couldn’t stay with us though; they hadn’t
been back in Oklahoma very long and had a ton of chores to catch up on (like mowing grass).

We ate well, too. Frankie whipped up a good lunch of chili with cornbread. Dessert was
some pretty good peach cobbler and some of her famous chocolate chip cookies. We didn’t
really need the cobbler and cookies because Gary Seigrist brought donuts and Richard
Simpson brought enough Oreo cookies to feed a rifle platoon. Anyway, as I said, we ate
well. Thanks to all who brought eats.
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Scenes from decorative punch
workshop.



15

Here are two maps
to help you find your
way to either the meeting
at Dan Cowart’s or the
meeting at the Sulphur
Tractor show hosted by
Terry Jenkins.
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The following information is reprinted (with permission) from The Mississippi Forge Council newsletter “The Upset”
Sept. 2008
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This is a picture of a metal finish/metal prep that Jim Carothers has been using on some of his forge work.
He thought that you might want to try it yourselves.

It seals the metal and prepares it well for further painting, clear coating, or you can leave the work as is with
just the Rust Treatment coating.

This is Permatex item No 81849 Rust Treatment.

I’ve gotten what I have used from the local O’Reilly Auto parts store.

The label says it contains acetone among other things.

It smells a lot like phosphoric acid to me and leaves the metal with a black
finish.

The hook in this photo was power wire brushed and given a light coat of
the Rust Treatment.

Blacksmithing in Alaska
As many of you may know,

Bill and I took a few days off to go
on a little trip/cruise. I had been to
Ketchikan Alaska several years ago
and met a Lady Blacksmith set up
in tent just outside the Lumberjack
demo. I made a point to go back
and see if she was still around and
sure enough she was still in the
same location, same tent forging
Ulu knives.

Krystle DeCourcey said that
she would like to come down to the
lower 48 for a conference. She goes
to Europe to do Medieval reenact-
ments so travel distance wasn’t the
problem. It was getting the time to
go.

She spends her winter
months forging up enough stock to
carry her through the tourist season.

The day we stopped by she was working on a couple Ulu knives that a assistant had left unfinished. As he
hadn't showed up for work the past few days she decided that she would see if she could save them. She has
a good location, being just outside the Lumber jack show, with hundreds of people coming to see that event
daily.

She gets the same kind of lookers that the rest of us do. They OHH and AHH until you tell them the
price and then they comment that they can go inside the nearest store and buy a Ulu (from china) for only
$3.00 so why are yours so high??? She says she doesn’t even bother any more trying to explain the concept
of quality of materials and workmanship.
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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Membership Application
April 2008 thru March 2009

I have enclosed $20.00 for dues to March 30, 2009

Signed____________________________
Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen, 1227 Fourth St. Alva, Ok 73717
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Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Assoc.Inc.
Fourth Street
Alva, Okla. 737171227
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