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SCABA Board of directors meeting under the trees at Terry Jenkins meeting. 

Donôt let the shade fool you. It was over 100Á out there that day. It took over 

4 hours to take care of all the upcoming events and club business. 



 2 

Northeast meeting 
 The august meeting for the Northeast region was hosted by Omar Reed at the Fort Gibson Historical 

Site. Omar had a really good turn out for his meeting. It had been really hot the days before the meeting but on 

that Saturday we had a weak cool front come through giving us a break from the extreme heat and we had a 

brief shower that helped a little bit also. 

 Ft. Gibson was established in 1824 by Colonel Matthew Arbuckle. It was built to keep peace between 

the Osage Indians ,who considered the area their territory, and the Cherokeeôs that were being relocated to 

Oklahoma.  It became a center of trade and travel. It was located at the end of the navigatable portion of the 

river, on the east bank of the Grand River just above its junction with the Verdigris and Arkansas River. Goods 

destined for the rest of the frontier were brought to Ft. Gibson and then loaded onto freight wagons. Because of 

it location close to the river, it was subject to flooding so in 1846 a new post was begun on the hill overlooking 

the old site. In 1857 only one building had been completed and because the frontier had moved westward, the 

fort was abandoned and the Cherokee took possession.  During the Civil War both sides held possession at dif-

ferent times. Between the years of 1866 and 1890 regular troops occupied the fort and completed the last seven 

large stone building and 10 frame ones. By this time the original log fort had long since disappeared. The State 

of Oklahoma using a WPA grant reconstructed the original log stockade and some of the surrounding log 

buildings on a 55 acre track almost on the original site.  

  We set up the forges under the trees that are located south of the stockade and next to some barrack 

building that were rebuilt by the WPA. There are a lot of foundations still to be excavated and possibly rebuild 

the building that were located there. One of these foundations is that of the original blacksmith shop.  

 Omar said there were plans to do some repairs to the 

stockade that would require some ironwork being forged. Maybe 

a workshop could be set up to start doing some of this work. 

 There were three or four forges going during the morning. 

Bill Davis, Dan Cowart and Omar all had forges going. Bill 

forged out another nail header (we left our other one at Alexôs 

Scrudderôs meeting) and started showing some new members 

how to make nails. We were hoping that more would be inter-

ested in making a nail to put in the nail stump. Gerald Brostek 

made a really neat one for the stump.  

William Phillips also put a nail shaped 

like a leaf into the stump. 

 The trade item was a hinge. 

There were not any for trade but some 

were made and given to Omar for the 

stockade.  

 Omar served a nice lunch of 

sandwiches, pasta salad and chips. 

There were also cookies for desert. 

With the heat, it was just right. After lunch a there was some more forg-

ing and then it was time to call it a day and start for home. 

 On the way out of town we stopped by an antique store and had a 

nice visit with the lady that runs the place. She was impressed with the 

ironwork that we had with us and I traded her one of Billôs little men 

made from a RR spike for some cabs for making jewelry.  

 Omar has set up to host another meeting next year. Put on your 

calendar to be in Fort Gibson the second weekend in April, 2011. 
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South/Central meeting 
 The South/Central meeting was hosted by Terry 

Jenkins at his shop in Blanchard. He had a lot of mem-

bers do the come and go routine because of the heat that 

day. It was well over 100 degrees by noon. Many of the 

members took advantage of the cooler morning temp to 

come by and say hello. One of these members was Bo 

Hall. We (meaning me, Diana) havenôt seen him in 

some time and was glad to see he is doing good enough 

to get out and come by to visit for a little while.  Terry 

and other from the Medieval re-enactors set up Terryôs 

bellows forge. I really want to try that one some time. 

Terry invited me to come to the next fair in Norman and 

I might take him up on it. Have to find someone to help 

me make some clothes to wear so I can fit in.  

 The board of directors meeting was also scheduled for this date so we set up some shades under the 

large trees and held the meeting so we didnôt disturb anyone that wished to forge or just visit. Meeting are 

open to the membership, that is why we try to hold them during a regular meetings. Any member that wished 

to attend the board meeting and voice an opinion on the subjects being discussed or bring something before the 

board as new business is welcome to do so. You can read the minutes of the meeting of the following page. 

The next meeting will be during the conference. If you wish to bring some business before the board, contact 

Gerald Franklin and he will get it on the agenda. 

 Terry served a very good looking lunch and there 

were plenty of deserts to get your sugar high with or if you 

needed some more energy for forging in the heat.  

The trade item was a camp tool. There were several 

nice items brought for the trade. As you can see from 

the picture, they werenôt all forged. Byron Doner 

brought a primitive weenie roaster. 


