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Presidentôs Notes 
 
Gerald Franklin 
 

 

Saltfork has lost another longtime friend in Larry 

Morefield who passed away on July 12th. Many of us 

can remember several fond meetings at Larry and 

Lindaôs place in Medicine Park.  I personally never 

left a meeting without some sort of inspiration or idea 

for a new project.  He was very active in community 

affairs in the Medicine Park area and was a solid 

spokesman for blacksmithing in the southwest Okla-

homa region.  We will miss Larry. 

 

As I mentioned in last monthôs newsletter, we are still asking for tools for this yearôs 

toolbox.  Bill Kendall is the designated tool collector for these tools but if you have 

something to donate for the box project, just give it to any of our directors and they 

will make sure it gets to Bill Kendall.  Please take time to make and donate one or 

more item for the toolbox. 

 

We are again scheduled to demo at the Oklahoma State Fair.  This yearôs fair runs from 

September 15th through the 25th.  Start planning now to put your name down for one or 

more days at the fair.  The list will be available soon.  

 

Our annual conference will be held on 15-16 October.  Thatôs a long way out, but I just 

wanted to suggest to you that itôs never too early to get a nice piece ready for the gal-

lery or the auction.  Why not both?  Our gallery gets bigger each year and weôd like to 

see your work there this year.  And, while you are thinking about the conference, re-

member to make your hotel reservations. 

 

I have had a couple of calls about the scroll workshop in October.  We havenôt started 

taking registrations for this workshop yet but itôs encouraging to see that there is inter-

est.  We will start taking registrations in early October so watch the October issue of 

the newsletter for details. 
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 Meeting dates:  
 

January 15, 2011 
Host: Bill Davis 

Phone #  580-549-6824 

 

February 19, 2011 
Host:   Gerald Franklin 

Phone #: 580-252-6002 

 

March 19, 2011 
Host: Terry Jenkins 

Phone # 405-476-6091 

Trade Item: Cross 

Lunch: Sack Lunch/ On your own 

 

April 16, 2011  (ANNUAL PICNIC)  
Host: Byron Doner 

Phone # 

 

May 21, 2011 
Host:  Bo Hall 

Phone # 405-485-2690 

Trade item: Wall hanger 

   

June 18, 2011 
Host: Diana Davis 

Trade items campfire tool 

Lunch: hot dogs 

 

July 16, 2011 
Host: Terry Jenkins 

Phone # 405-476-6091 

Trade item: Fork  

 
August 20, 2011 
Host:  Richard Simpson 

Phone # 405-334-7413 

Trade item:  camp item 

 

Sept. 17, 2011 
Host: Bob Kenemar  

Phone #:  

Trade item: hook or hanger 

 

October 15-16, 2011 

SCABA Conf. Perry, Okla. 

 

November 19, 2011 
Host:   Bill and Diana Davis 

Phone #:   580-549-6824 

Trade item:  

 

December 17  2011 
Host:  

Trade item; 

 

 Meeting Notes: 

 
 Terry Jenkins hosted the July meeting for the 

South Central region and there is only one word that 

describes the day and that is HOT. Several of us, in-

cluding Terry, started the day off by attending the fu-

neral for Larry Morefield , long time member and 

friend. It was starting to get hot by the time we left the 

cemetery and headed for Blanchard where Dawnavan 

Crawford had been acting as meeting host until Terry 

could return. Due to the burn ban there werenôt any 

forges set up so all the forging was done at the one 

forge inside Terryôs 

shop.  

 Terry pro-

vided a lunch of 

sandwiches with 

cool watermelon 

and cantaloupe to go 

with them. For de-

sert he made a pie in 

a Dutch oven. 

 
Because of the heat there was a lot of  

standing around under the trees visit-

ing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting in August will be a Richard Simp-

sons. We hope we will have a break from the 

heat but still might be in a burn ban. Please try 

to attend even if we canôt forge we still have a 

good time. 

South Central Regional page  
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Meeting dates:  
January 8, 2011 
Host:  Gary Gloden  

Phone # 918-321-5015 

Trade item; made from horseshoe 

 

February 12, 2011 
Host: Gerald Brostek 

Phone# 918-687-1927 

Trade item.   Valentine 

 

March 12, 2011 
Host: Dan Cowart  

Trade items: Spoon  

 

April 09, 2011 
Host: Omar Reed at Ft. Gibson  

Trade items:   

 

May 14  2011 
Host: James Maberry  

Phone #: 918-636-7773 

Trade item; cooking utensil 

 

June 11, 2011 
Host: Mike Krukoski  

Phone #:918-789-2484 

Trade item:  Garden Tool 

 

July 9, 2011 
Host: Clayton Hall  

Phone #918-605-6241 

 Trade item; Kitchen tongs 

 

August 13, 2011 
Host: Bill Kendall 

Phone# 918-742-7836 

Trade item   

 

Sept. 10, 2011 
Host: Dan Cowart at Pawhuska, Ok 

Phone # 918-440-0653 

Trade item: Leaf 

 

October 2011 

   State conference 

 
November 12, 2011 
Host:  Matt Goyer 

Phone # 918-272-8424   

Trade item:  

 

December 10, 2011 
Host: Charlie McGee 

Phone #: 918-245-7279 

Trade item: ladle 

 On July9th Ron Lehenbauer, David Sanders, 

Jacob Sanders, Danny and Pat Cowart, Nathan Avers, 

Ed McCormack, Tracy Cowart, Chuck Waite, Gerald 

Franklin, Mike Krukoski, Bill Davis, Diana Davis, 

Jimmie Crenshaw, Charlie McGee and others showed 

up at Clayton Halls shop to enjoy the 100 degree 

temps and forge a few kitchen tongs. This was the 

Northeast meeting. Most of us sat under the shade and 

watched the few, the brave, Mike Krukoski, Chuck 

Waite, and Tracy Cowart hammer on the hot iron. Ron 

Lehenbauer had an audience and was showing 

off his newly made metal shear for cutting out 

flower petals. I soon realized that Ron is a lot 

smarter than he looks as he was cold forging 

roses on this extremely hot day. Ed Brought his 

carved wooden anvil and stump with wooden 

hammer and hardy tool.  

 Judy, Pat and Mecca were making some 

sort of fine woven rope that I canôt remember 

what it is called, but Judy told me was strong 

enough to tow a pickup with. Soon we heard the 

dinner bell ring and we had to leave the shelter 

of the shade and feast on some of the best bar-

becue I have ever sunk my teeth into. We 

topped that off with all sorts of tasty deserts too 

numerous to mention.   

 Gerald Brostek, Saltfork Craftsman  
 

 

  

 

 

     

           

North East Regional page  
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January 22, 2011 

Host:  

Phone#  

Trade item;  

 

February 26th, 2011 

Host: Mandell Greteman 

Phone # 580-515-1292 

 

March 26, 2011 

Host: Dorvan Ivey 

Phone #:  

Trade item; letter opener 

 

April 23, 2011 

Host: Mandell Greteman  

Phone #  580-515-1292 

Trade item: Grilling tool  

 

May 28, 2011 

Host: Don Garner/Mandell Greteman  

Phone #:580-661-2607  

 

June 25, 2011 

Host: Mike George 

Phone #: 580-829-1968 

Trade item; Paper Towel holder 

Lunch, Pizza cooked in wood fired horno. 

 

July 23, 2011 
Host: Tom Nelson 

Phone #: 580-862-7691 

Trade item: camp fire trivet 

Lunch: brown bag/on you own 

Special program: hot wagon tire setting (10:00 am) 

 
August 27, 2011 

Host: Gary Seigrist (Elk City Route 66 Museum) 

Phone #:  

 

Sept. 24, 2011 

Host: Ron Lehenbauer (Fairview Thrashing Bee) 

Phone #:  

Trade item; Fire tool 

 
October  2011 
State conference 

 
November 26, 2011 
Host:   
Phone #:   

 

December 24, 2011 

       

 The NW Regional meeting was hosted by Tom 

Nelson at his shop in Douglas. Tom had planned to 

hot set a wagon wheel but with the burn ban that was 

not possible. Tom has a 1914 vintage hydraulic tire 

shrinker that he demonstrated instead. A steel tire was 

slightly upset cold in several places to tighten it on the 

wooden wheel.  

 Those that came for coal were loaded out and 

some simple demonstrations were done at the inside 

forge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Lehenbauer brought  this very interesting old vise 

for show and tell. Itôs had some pretty neat repairs  

over the years, like the tin strap holding the nut on the 

back.  

 

This has to be the 

smallest hand forged 

copper rose cross Iôve 

ever seen. Ron Le-

henbauer made it 

from copper wire and 

a horseshoe nail 

 

  

Had cowboy beans and cornbread for 

lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    By: Jim Carothers 

North West  Regional Page  
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Cancelled 

February 5,  2011 

Host: Eddie Horton 

Phone #: 580-873-2634 

 

March 5, 2011 

Host: Eddie Horton 

Phone #: 580-873-2634 

 

April 2, 2011 

Host:  

Phone #:  

 
May 7, 2011 

Host: Bill Phillip 

Phone # 918-200-4263 

Trade item: steak turner 

 

June 4, 2011 

Host: Old Frisco Depot  

Jackson street and railroad tracts in Hugo, Ok 

Trade item is something from a RR Spike 

Restaurant in Depot  

Contact Mark Hamell at 580-317-3700 

 

July 2, 2011 

Host: 

Phone #: 

 

August 6, 2011 

Host: Bill Phillip 

Phone #: 918-200-4263 

Trade item: rabbit head 

 

Sept. 3,  2011  

Host: Eddie Horton  at Fort Towson 

Phone 580-513-8370 

 
October 1, 2011 

Host: Bill Phillip 

Work day for conference 

Tool box 

 

November 5, 2011 
Host: Eddie Horton at Peter Conser Historic home  

SW of Heavener, Ok 

Phone #: 

 
December 3, 2011 

Host:  

 

The August meeting will be at Bill Phillips place. 

Look for map. Trade item is something with a rabbit 

head on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September meeting will be hosted by Eddie Hor-

ton and will be held at the Fort Towson Historical site 

under the pecan trees. Food will be provided by Mr. 

Wallace again using his Dutch ovens. Mr. Wallace 

has volunteered to teach anyone interested how to  

cook using the Dutch ovens. The trade item is some-

thing to used in Dutch oven cooking and Eddie Hor-

ton has asked that the smith consider making and do-

nating the Dutch oven tool to Mr. Wallace in appre-

ciation for his cooking the meal. 

 Fort Towson Historical site is just each of the 

town of Fort Towson Ok. In far Southeast Oklahoma. 

From Hugo Oklahoma go east Approximately 13 

miles on hwy 70. After you pass through the town of 

Fort Towson and cross a 5 lane bridge, watch for a 

sign directing you to turn north.  go approx. 3/4 of a 

mile and then turn in the wooden gate in the split rail 

fence and follow the road down the hill to the shade 

and the smoke.  

  

 

South East  Regional pages  
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Upcoming events: 

 
§ Sept. 15-25 State Fair of Ok. Could use a few more to come and demo. Let Diana know if you have time 

to donate. If the burn ban is still one we may need to come up with ideas that donôt include a forge. Like 

Ronôs roses or some repousseô. For more info about the state fair contact Diana Davis.  

§ September 24th is one of the days for the Fairview Threshing and John Deer Show. Ron Lehenbauer is 

hosting a meeting in the Blacksmith shop there on that Saturday. The trade items is a fire tool. Plan to at-

tend the meeting and enjoy the many tractors and other vendors on site. 

§ Tyner Tractor Club Show, Blackwell, Ok Oct 8th, 2011. Kay County Fairgrounds at 800 S. Main St. 

(Hwy 177) Blackwell, Ok. Starts at 9:00 am and goes until 5:00 PM that day. Contact Truman Steiner 580

-363-3309 or Richard Wyler at 580-628-1143 for more information. 

§ SCABA Conference is October 15 and 16th with setup day being the 14. It is held each year at the Fair 

ground in Perry, Okla. You will want to book your rooms as early as you can because sometimes we have 

to compete for rooms with the home football games for Stillwater. I have a schedule but havenôt look to 

see if this is one of those years. Doesnôt hurt to 

book early. Our attendance grows each year.  
 
This is the information on one of the classes that 

will be offered at the Conference. Make sure to reg-

ister early because class size is limited.  Registration 

forms should be in next Months newsletter. You 

should find a conference brochure in this newsletter. 

Make sure you book your hotel as early as you can. 

 

 

Sheryl Carothers has agreed to teach an artform 

called Ztangles. It is a form of doodling that is a 

neat way to relax your mind and have creative fun at 

the same time.  Sheryl brought her books to the pic-

nic and it looked like a lot of fun. If you are inter-

ested and want to find out more you can find lots of 

info and You Tube videos on how to make Ztanges 

on the web. Sheryl said that the cost would probably 

be limited to the price of the pens but feel that we 

should also add some in for the instructor. There are 

always hidden cost that the instructor doesnôt realize 

when she is pricing out a class. This class will 

probably not have a limit but we need to know how 

many pens to purchase. If you think you want to at-

tend but wonôt 

know until quite late you can order your own pens from Amazon.com   

 

   

 

  Mecca Waite is going to teach a beaded jewelry class. There 

  will not be a class size limit but please register if possible. 
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 Larry Dean Morefield 

June 24, 1949-July 12, 2011 

 
Bill and I first became acquainted with Larry and Linda Morefield when 

we were looking for Blacksmithing equipment and had heard about one 

located in Minco, Oklahoma. The Blacksmith shop had been run by 

Lindaôs father and had been closed for several years. Larry and Linda 

were in the process of moving to Medicine Park and were planning to 

relocate the equipment to there new shop. Larry had worked for Lindaôs 

father and was very interested in blacksmithing. We invited them to come to a meet-

ing of the Saltfork Craftsmen and they soon afterwards joined.  

 Larry operated a Blacksmith shop in Medicine Park and was an actor in the 

troupe called the Marauders. He was also on the Medicine parks Art Council and 

worked to bring events to the city of Medicine Park. Larry was a very talented Black-

smith and built a traveling blacksmith wagon and would set it up at all the events that 

were held in Medicine park.  

 Larry worked in Nuclear medicine at Chickasha 

Hospital but his true love was his family and the Town of 

Medicine Park. 

 He was told that he had leukemia several years 

ago but that didnôt stop him from doing what he loved to 

do. Bill and I visited him about two weeks before he 

passed away and he showed us a humming bird that he 

and his grandson had worked on together and had just recently finished. 

The Grandson made it clear that the piece should not be sold, so it proudly 

sets on a shelf in the Morefield home. 

Larry made and displayed many of his pieces at 

several of the local businesses.  

 Larryôs memorial service was held in the 

town of Minco on Saturday, July 16th at the Church 

of Christ.  His final ride to the cemetery was in a 

horse drawn hearse with his friends and fellow  

actor dressed in period clothing in tribute to Larry  

and the life he loved. 
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Please help out by making a 

tool and getting  it to Bill 

Kendall. The tool box is only 

as good as the tools in it. 

Help make this one the best 

yet.  

Ron Lehenbauer 

Ron Lehenbauer 

Nathan Avery 

Nathan Avery 

Dan Cowart 

Dan Cowart 

Gerald Brostek 

Tool Box Tickets 

The tool box will be raffled off at the SCABA con-

ference in Perry Ok. on Saturday night before the 

auction starts. You will be able to purchase tickets 

at the conference but if you can not attend you can 

get tickets from several of the members. All the 

board members have tickets along with the editor. 

Tickets cost $2.00 each and you can mail your re-

quest for tickets into Diana Davis (editor) along 

with your contact information anytime as long as it 

is received before Monday October 10th. You can 

also get tickets at the monthly meetings.  

Members selling tickets: 

Ron Lehenbauer  580-758-1126 

Mandell Greteman  580-592-4460 

Don Garner   580-661-2607 

Gerald Brostek  918-687-1927 

Gerald Franklin  580-467-8667 

Dan Cowart   918-440-0653 

Bill Kendall   918-742-7836 

Diana Davis   580-549-6824 

 

 There are still a lot of tools on the list that 

have not found a provider. We would like to have 

as many of these tools as possible for the box. 

There will be a workday for tool box tools at the 

SE Regional meeting in October at Bill Phillips 

place but donôt wait that long to make a tool for 

the box. If you would like to try to make on of the 

tools needed and donôt feel like you have the skills 

or know where to start, contact one of the other 

members in your area and set up a day to get to-

gether and forge. You donôt have to wait for a 

meeting day to get together and learn or teach a 

skill. 

 With the intense heat this summer it is hard 

to think about getting out and making something 

for the auction but we need to get started on that 

event. We will also need your admission for the 

gallery. Be thinking about something you made 

that you are proud of and bring it for us to see. I 

know of an anvil carved from a stump that many 

would love to see. Donôt forget about Iron-N-the-

Hat donations. Start gathering them up now.   


