
   

Saltfork Craftsmen 
Artist-Blacksmith Association 

         June 2011 
 

Larry Roderick showing his grill that he completed at the tenon 

workshop that was conducted at Gerald Franklins place last month. 
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Presidentôs Notes 

 
Gerald Franklin 

 

The month of May was a pretty good one for meetings.  Bill Phillips hosted the South 

East meeting on May 7th at his place near Indianola, James Maberry hosted the North 

East meeting in Claremore, Bo Hall hosted the South Central meeting at Blanchard, and 

Don Garner and Mandell Greteman hosted the North West meeting at Mandellôs shop in 

Foss. This is the first time in a good while that Bo Hall has felt well enough to host a 

meeting and itôs good to see him back in the swing of things. David King again hosted 

his annual Swap Meet in Guthrie.  Itôs great to see those months when we have a meet-

ing scheduled in every one of our regions.  Thanks to all of you who host these meet-

ings and thanks to those of you who attend them. 

 

The Oklahoma State fair folks have told us that they are going to pay Saltfork a stipend 

this year for demonstrating at the fair in September.  They are also providing us with a 

hotel room and will give our demonstrators access to a participantôs lounge area where 

we can take a break away from the action.  If you havenôt demonstrated at the fair be-

fore, please try to help us out this year by signing up for one or more days.  If you have 

demonstrated there before, we thank you and hope that you will come back this year.  

Itôs hard work, but itôs time well spent, I think. 

 

Speaking of demonstrating, try to get out to that local event to help present our craft to 

the public.  We get calls quite frequently from people wanting demonstrators for their 

events.  It may be for a school group, a tractor show, or a community event.  Sometimes 

the event will fall on a weekday, but usually, we are needed on a Saturdayéjust when 

many of our members want to ñkick backò after a long workweek.  I know itôs hard to 

get cranked up to go out and demonstrate but look at it this way, itôs free practice time. 

Most of us donôt take the time in our own shops to engage in the little mindless tasks 

like forging S-Hooks or making nails. But consider that these little ñpee-dunkò projects 

require hammer control and when you turn out more and more of these as you talk to 

the public you are grooving your swing, which is the pay off for you. Some of us make 

a little money.  Some of us actually like dealing with the public.  Whatever the reasons, 

the bottom line is that we always seem to have more requests for demonstrators than we 

can service.   So please consider covering a demo.  I often hear smiths say that they 

donôt know what to make.  Well, after having done a LOT of these things, I can tell you 

that it really doesnôt matter what you make.  If you can put a stick of iron in the fire and 

get it to an orange heat, you have won the game.  It really doesnôt matter a great deal 

what you do with the iron after you get it to the anvil, the spectators are already im-

pressed. 
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 Meeting dates:  
 

January 15, 2011 
Host: Bill Davis 

Phone #  580-549-6824 

 

February 19, 2011 
Host:   Gerald Franklin 

Phone #: 580-252-6002 

 

March 19, 2011 
Host: Terry Jenkins 

Phone # 405-476-6091 

Trade Item: Cross 

Lunch: Sack Lunch/ On your own 

 

April 16, 2011  (ANNUAL PICNIC)  
Host: Byron Doner 

Phone # 

 

May 21, 2011 
Host:  Bo Hall 

Phone # 405-485-2690 

Trade item: Wall hanger 

   

June 18, 2011 
Host: Diana Davis 

Trade items campfire tool 

Lunch: hot dogs 

 

July 16, 2011 
Host: Terry Jenkins 

Phone # 405-476-6091 

Trade item: Fork  

 
August 20, 2011 
Host:  Richard Simpson 

Phone # 405-334-7413 

Trade item:  camp item 

 

Sept. 17, 2011 
Host: Bob Kenemar  

Phone #:  

Trade item: hook or hanger 

 

October 15-16, 2011 

SCABA Conf. Perry, Okla. 

 

November 19, 2011 
Host:   Bill and Diana Davis 

Phone #:   580-549-6824 

Trade item:  

 

December 17  2011 
Host:  

Trade item; 

  

Meeting Notes: 
 

 The May meeting for the SC region 

was hosted by Bo Hall at his sonôs shop west 

of Blanchard. You couldnôt have asked for a 

nicer day for the meeting. With everything go-

ing on Saturday, he still had a good turnout. I 

arrived about lunch time after making the 

trip up to Guthrie to check out the swap 

meet that David King was hosting. There 

was still plenty of burger and desert to 

enjoy when I got there. 

 Gerald had his forge going and 

showing a member how to make a S-

hook. Several members took 

advantage of the forge to try 

their hands at making some-

thing. 

 

The trade item was a wall 

hanging and there were six 

nice pieces that 

anyone would be 

proud to take 

home. Unfortu-

nately I didnôt 

have one to put in 

the trade. Maybe 

next time. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. Larry 

Roderick showing 

how to make a cricket from a fork.  

 

 

June meeting:  Will be hosted by Diana and Bill 

Davis at their home west of Rush Springs. (follow 

signs starting at 81 & 17) The trade items is anything 

used over a campfire. Lunch will be hot dogs, bring 

something to go with them..   

South Central Regional page  
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Meeting dates:  
January 8, 2011 
Host:  Gary Gloden  

Phone # 918-321-5015 

Trade item; made from horseshoe 

 

February 12, 2011 
Host: Gerald Brostek 

Phone# 918-687-1927 

Trade item.   Valentine 

 

March 12, 2011 
Host: Dan Cowart  

Trade items: Spoon  

 

April 09, 2011 
Host: Omar Reed at Ft. Gibson  

Trade items:   

 

May 14  2011 
Host: James Maberry  

Phone #: 918-636-7773 

Trade item; cooking utensil 

 

June 11, 2011 
Host: Mike Krukoski  

Phone #:918-789-2484 

Trade item:  Garden Tool 

 

July 9, 2011 
Host: Clayton Hall  

Phone #918-605-6241 

 Trade item; Kitchen tongs 

 

August 13, 2011 
Host: Bill Kendall 

Phone# 918-742-7836 

Trade item   

 

Sept. 10, 2011 
Host: Dan Cowart at Pawhuska, Ok 

Phone # 918-440-0653 

Trade item: Leaf 

 

October 2011 

   State conference 

 
November 12, 2011 
Host:  Matt Goyer 

Phone # 918-272-8424   

Trade item:  

 

December 10, 2011 
Host: Charlie McGee 

Phone #: 918-245-7279 

Trade item: ladle 

 May 14th. Was not a typical May day in north-

east Oklahoma. The air was cold and the wind blew. I 

arrived at James Mayberry mini-farm to find everyone 

huddled around the forges most with coats, jackets and 

hoods pulled up, even the chickens 

were hanging near the warmth of 

the forge fires. I commented that 

James had some good looking 

chickens and Ed McCormack said 

they would look better in a frying 

pan.  

 Tracy Cowart was forging 

a spoon and Mike Krukoski was 

working on a rose. Mikes daugh-

ter, Elora found an open forge and began to make a 

handmade nail. As I watched her at the anvil, I could 

see a future artist/ metal smith in 

the making and expect to see some 

great works from her hand in fu-

ture years.  

 We enjoyed a meal pre-

pared by James wife of potato ham 

casserole, with veggies and hot 

rolls. Desert was brownies.   Trade item was a cooking 

utensil.  

 

 Mike Krukoski has invited 

all to come to his meeting on June 

11th. It will be at the Chelsea farm-

ers market, bring your forges and 

your iron works, and there is no 

charge to sell your goods on this 

day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Article by: 

                                   Gerald Brostek, 

                              Saltfork Craftsman  

North East Regional page  
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January 22, 2011 

Host:  

Phone#  

Trade item;  

 

February 26th, 2011 

Host: Mandell Greteman 

Phone # 580-515-1292 

 

March 26, 2011 

Host: Dorvan Ivey 

Phone #:  

Trade item; letter opener 

 

April 23, 2011 

Host: Mandell Greteman  

Phone #  580-515-1292 

Trade item: Grilling tool  

 

May 28, 2011 

Host: Don Garner/Mandell Greteman  

Phone #:580-661-2607  

 

June 25, 2011 

Host: Mike George 

Phone #: 580-829-1968 

Trade item; Paper Towel holder 

Lunch, Pizza cooked in wood fired horno. 

 

July 23, 2011 
Host: Tom Nelson 

Phone #: 580-862-7691 

Trade item: camp fire trivet 

Lunch: brown bag/on you own 

Special program: hot wagon tire setting (10:00 am) 

 
August 27, 2011 

Host: Gary Seigrist (Elk City Route 66 Museum) 

Phone #:  

 

Sept. 24, 2011 

Host: Ron Lehenbauer (Fairview Thrashing Bee) 

Phone #:  

Trade item; Fire tool 

 
October  2011 
State conference 

 
November 26, 2011 
Host:   
Phone #:   

 

December 24, 2011 

   The NW Regional meeting was hosted by 

Mandell Greteman and his wife LaQuitta at their 

blacksmith shop in Foss, Okla. They had 10 members 

show up to enjoy the day of forging and fun.  

 To get the day started there was plenty 

of donuts, brownies and coffee. 

 Paul Schuwah joined the club while at-

tending the Greteman meeting. Welcome to the 

club, Paul.  

 The trade item was a grilling tool. There 

were some really nice tools made by the mem-

bers. 

 Don Garner and Mandell took the op-

portunity to work on the tool box for the conference. 

Mandell and Don worked on fabricating the metal box 

corners.  

 Laquita fixed a great lunch of 

pork roast, mashed potatoes and gravy 

along with green beans. Members 

brought some great deserts to finish up 

with.  The Gretemans would like to 

thank everyone who came to the meet-

ing and also those that brought dishes 

to help out with lunch. 

 

Because of printing dates the May meeting will have 

already taken place. Don Garner hosted the meeting at 

the blacksmith shop at the Mandells. Hope everyone 

that could, attended. If you did, please send me a pic 

or two to go in the newsletter. 

 

The next upcoming meeting will be hosted by Mike 

George at his home in Alva. Mike lives on fourth 

street in Alva.  When you get to Alva, turn south on 

fourth and go as far South as you can go and you are 

at Mikeôs driveway. The trade item is a paper towel 

holder. Mike also plans to cook pizza in his wood 

fired ñHornoò They say that is the only way to cook 

pizza, in a Mexican oven. Bring something to go along 

with it to help out. 

 

If you need better directions you can contact Mike at 

580-829-1968. 

 

 

 

 

North West  Regional Page  


