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Notes from the Editor:

As | work on the first edition of the newslet-
ter for 2012 | look back at all the changes that have
taken place during the last 12 months. There have
been a lot of good times and sad times this past year
but they are all a part of life. Sometimes in our rush
to get to the next page in life we forget to thank the
people that got us through the last one. That is what
| wish to do in this brief note. Each month as | put
together the newsletter | look through emails that
have come into my inbox. Sometimes they are one
that | ask myself dAdo | |
this something that someone else would like to
knowo and then there are
i nteresting and lwouldbke d t
to thank everyone that sends me information for
the newsletter.l might not use it the first time | see
it but | try to keep it in mind and find a place for it
in a future edition.

This month as you look at the calendars you
will notice that the meeting dates are almost if not
completely filled. That is thanks to Dan Cowart in
the NE region, Don Garner in the NW region and
Bill Phillips and Eddie Horton in the SE region.

They took it upon themselves to get members to
sign up as host in those regions. This is something
that | can not do myself
the meeting and it is hard to know if someone is a
potential hosts when you cant meet with them face
to face.

| also want to thank Tony Cable for his
great job as the printer of the newsletter. He has
saved me many hours at a copy machine and is able
to improve its overall usefulness . And last but not
| east our Web master, Do
whom you would not be able to access the archive
of newsletters and other up to date info on the club.
To All Thank You. DD




Presi dent 0Os

Gerald Franklin

Hopefully everyone has had a rewarding holiday season. It seems that as | get older,
the soecalled holiday season runs much longer than from Thanksgiving through New
Years. But, then, the rest of the year seems to pass by at the speed of light so | guess
things have a way of leveling out.

Mike George has reported that Jim Omey of Alva has passed away. Jim was one of the
founding members of Saltfork Craftsmen and served as its first president. He was an
early kingpin in the club and we owe a lot to Jim for his efforts in getting the organiza-
tion started. Please keep the Omey family in your thoughts and prayers.

| have also received word that long time Saltfork member Jimmie Crenshaw of Yale,

OK passed away on Dec"17Several of you were able to visit with Jimmie at Gerald
Brostekds meeting the week before he pas
Crenshaw family in your thoughts and prayers.

We need some candidates for the Board of Directors election that will take place this
spring. ltis always surprising to me how many tasks and decisions that are involved in
making Saltfork run. We need your help so please consider serving on the board. |
know that we are all busy people and we have other things going on but we can find
time to take care of those things that are important to us. Contact Dan Cowart to get
your name on the ballot that will come out in the March newsletter.

As the workshop coordinator, | will be putting together a schedule of workshops for
2012. Look for that info in future newsletters and on the website.

|l went to a couple of good meetings 1 n LC
kogee and one at Ricky Vardell 6s shop 1in
ways, | managed to learn something at each one.

Speaking of meetings, contact Diana Davis to get scheduled host a meeting in 2012 and
plan on attending as many of our regional meetings as you can. These meetings are
where most of our individual teaching and learning takes place.



Meeting dates

January 21, 2012
Host: Byron Doner
Phone #

Trade item: heart candleholder

February 18, 2012
Host: Gerald Franklin
Phone #: 58@252-6002
Trade item: feather

March 17, 2012
Host: Bob McKelvin
Phone #

Trade Item: three tined pitchfork

Lunch: provided

April, 2012 (ANNUAL PICNIC)

Host: Byron Doner
Norman, OKk.

May 19, 2012

Host: Linda Morefield
Phone #

Trade item

June 16, 2012
Host:

Trade items
Lunch:

July 21, 2012
Host:

Phone #
Trade item:

August 18, 2012
Host:

Phone #

Trade item:

Sept. 15, 2012
Host:

Phone #:

Trade item:

October 20-21, 2012
SCABA Conf. Perry, Okla.

November17,2012

Host: Bill and Diana Davis
Phone #: 58%496824
Trade item:

December 15 2012
Host:

Trade item;

Phone:

South Central Regional page

The December meeting for the S/C region was
hosted by Ricky Vardell and his wife at their unique
home in Temple. Ricky and his wife has done what
many of us probably thought about when we were a
lot younger. Buy an old building and remodel it into a
home. Ricky didnét just b
Temple, be bought several. Ricky and his wife have
spent a lot of years turning them in to their own piece
of heaven. They still have a lot of building to do but
what they have done so far is extremely nice.

The day for the meeting started out a bit breezy
but by noon was warming up nicely for December in
Oklahoma. We had members drive in from different
parts of Texas. We had a nice turnout for a Dec. meet-
ing.

Ricky had a forge going in his shop and Gerald
brought his propane forge and got it going also. Ge-
rald was working on satoothed trammel hooks and
had a good crowd around as he explained what he was
doing and why. We did have some excitement when
he left his propane lighter too close to the forge and it
melted. Image that. Bill was at the other forge that he
was sharing with another member. They were showing
how to make the rain deer shoes. Bill had made some
decorative punches to cr e:
mar ko on them.

The trade item wa$ e®o0 m
and we had a nice assortment.

Rickydos wife and daughter
cool winter day. We had stew and cornbread and lots
of deserts. Everyone appeared to have a nice time and
we hope Ricky and his wife will invite us back again.

The January meeting is being hosted by Byron Doner

at this home in Norman. He has chosen a heart and
candle holder combination as the trade items. Lunch

will be provided so bring a side dish. Look for direc-
tions on the fAmap pageo i
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North East Regional page

Meeting dates:
January 14, 2012

Host: Bill Kendall

Phone # 91§42-7836

Trade item: ladle

Lunch: provided, (possibly chili), bring a side/desert

February 11, 2012
Host: Gary Gloden
Phone# 91821-5015
Trade item. leaf

Lunch provided, bring a side dish or dessert

March 10, 2012
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone: 918140-0653
Trade items: spoon, fork or knife
Lunch: provided, bring a side dish
April 14, 2012
Host: Omar Reed at Fort Gibson
Phone: 9181784088
Trade itemscooking item
Lunch: provided, bring a side dish
May 12, 2012
Host: Ed. McCormick
Phone #: 91339844
Trade item; something made from horseshoe
Lunch: provided, bring a side dish
June 9, 2012
Host:
Phone #
Trade item:
Lunch:
July 14, 2012
Host:
Phone #
Trade item;
Lunch:
August 11, 2012

Host: '
Phone# ﬂ ?
Trade item P "

-

Lunch: ) ‘q’

Sept. 8, 2012 ;
Host:
Phone #
Trade item:
Lunch:
October 2021 2012
State conference
November 10, 2012
Host:
Phone #
Trade item:
Lunch:
December 8, 2012
Host: Phone #
Trade item:
Lunch:

It was a frosty morning and the mercury read

22 degrees. In Muskogee there was heavy frost on the

roof tops, frost on the ground and frost on the anvil
that | had setip outside. | built a fire in the wood

stove of the shop and as | started a pot of coffee, won-

dered, how many might show for the meeting? But a
heavy frost did not keep many away. They started ar-
riving in bunches. 16 showed. These Saltfork Crafts-
men are a tough bunch. Some came from far away
places like Wann, Yale, and even Duncan.

| got the coal forge fired up and Nathan Avers
fired up the gas forge outside. He began forging a

touch mark to mark his #dncr

nails brought or forged on site to add to the nail board.
Richard Dyer picked up a piece of 1 1/2 round bar and
began forging a giant carpet tack. He recruited Gary
Gloden and Bill Kendall to be his assistants. He asked
if I had a small sledge for heading the giant tack, |
brought his a 1{pounder.

| had a great time! And want to thank all who
brought goodies to eat and all who showed up. Espe-
cially those who came from far off. Hope you all had
as good a time as | did,
water, dust storms, rattle snakes, renegade Indians or
Lawmen on the way home. Hope you all had the best
Christmas ever, and that on Christmas morning you
found a big lump of coal in yer stocking.

Gerald Brostek, Saltfork Craftsmen
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North West Regional Page

January 28, 2012

Host: Ron Lehenbauer

Phone#

Trade item; punch/chisel/tool for shop in Fairview

February 25th, 2012
Host: Mandell Greteman
Phone #

Trade item: eye punch

March 24, 2012

Host: Eddie Horton
Phone #:

Trade item; Campfire Tool
Location; Fort Supply

April 28, 2012

Host Tom Nelson

Phone #

Trade item

Lunch: Sack lunch or on own

May 26, 2012

Host Fred Voss

Phone #

Chisholm trail museum in Kingfisher

June 23, 2012

Host: Gary Seigrist

Phone #:

Trade item something made from horseshoe

July 28, 2012
Host:Don Garner
Phone #:

Trade item: Hardie tool
Fairview shop

August 25, 2012
Host: Bob Kennemer
Phone #:

Trade item cooking Unensil
Sept. 22, 2012

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Fairview Threshing Bee
Trade item;

October 2021 2012
State conference

November 24th 2012
Host Roy Bell

Lunch:

Trade item: bell

December 22, 2012
Merry Christmas

We hope everyone had a great Christmas.

The January meeting
will be hosted by Ron
Lehenbauer. He has
chosen a punch/chisel
tool to be made for thg
shop in Fairview. That
is where the meeting
will be held. Ron is
working to get the shop

better equipped for the meetings scheduled this year.
Ron didnét mention
so | would expect to bring something with you or travel
the few miles back into town to one of the diners.

anything



