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This is a beautiful Damascus bracelet that has been made from chainsaw
chain. It was riveted together so it filled the requirement for Gerald’s trade
items. I failed to get the makers name but I sure wish I knew who got it.
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Officers and Directors

President: Gerald Franklin 580-467-8667
Rt. 3 Box 239J, Duncan, Ok 73533
franklin@myrhinomail.com

Vice-President/events: Bill Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd
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lazyassforge@hughes.net

Sec-Treas. Mike George 580-327-5235
1227 4th St. Alva, Ok. 73717
mike-marideth@sbcglobal.net

Director: JC Banks 580-482-3209
16007 S. CR 206 Altus, Ok. 73521
jc.banks@okstate.edu

Director: Byron Doner 405-650-7520
6520 Alameda, Norman Okla.
byrondoner@earthlink.net

Director/swage blocks: Bill Kendall 918-742-7836
1756 E. 59th St Tulsa Ok. 74105
wwkendall@aol.com

Director: Richard Dyer 918-582-5065
1119 S Birmingham Pl. Tulsa, Ok. 74104
irondyer@aol.com

Assignments:

Editor: Diana Davis 580-549-6824
23966 NE Wolf Rd Fletcher, Ok 73541
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

Librarian/Website
Bill Malsom 918-440-4318
21450 N. 4020 Rd. Bartlesville, Ok 74006
billmalsom@hotmail.com
918-440-4318

Workshop Coordinator
David Seigrist 580-688-3555
dseigrist2004@yahoo.com

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith
Association, a non-profit organization of amateur and
professional artist and craftsmen, publishes this news-
letter monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of
knowledge, education and to promote a more general
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere.
We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion of North America.

Material from this newsletter may be freely
copied without permission for non-profit purposes.
Please credit the author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org

Trading Post
For Sale:
5/8in. Round 1045 stock in 12 ft. lengths. Price is .50/ft.
contact Ron Lehenbauer at therustyanvil@yahoo.com
or call 580-554-1126 to order. Delivery can be made at
the Conference. I can have it cut into 1ft or 6ft pcs to
haul. 1-foot pcs will be a bit extra for the cuts. This is
great metal for punches or chisels.

Army surplus round nosed pliers that make good scroll
pliers for small items. They are 6” long $5.00 each plus
shipping. I also tie brooms on your handle or mine.
$20.00 plus shipping. Diana Davis 580-549-6824 or
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net

Wanted:

Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at 1-
580-327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net

For Sale:
50# New Style Little Giant Power hammer. Rebuilt
late 2009. $3500 Contact Bill Davis at 580-549-
6824
Quench Oil. Gerald Franklin has McMaster-Carr
11 second quench oil for sale. Price is $15 per gal
or 5 gal for $70. Bring your container (and money)
to Gerald’s meeting on Feb 20 for an early chance
at some quality quench oil.
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Club Coal
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal is in 1-2”
size pieces The coal is $140.00/ton or .07 /pound to
members .No sales to non-members.

NW Region coal location:
Bring your own containers. Contact Tom Nelson at 1
-580-862-7691 to make arrangements to pick up a
load. DO NOT CALL AFTER 9 P.M. If you make
arrangement well in advance, Tom can load your
truck or trailer with his skid steer loader. Otherwise
you will need to bring a shovel. The coal can be
weighed out at the Douglas Coop Elevator scales.
NE Region coal location: Dan Cowart also has
coal to sell. He can be contacted at
ddcowart@gmail.com or CowartPat@gmail.com

Mail your ads to the editor or email them to
Diana-copperrose@hughes.net by the 20th or
each month.

Meeting Schedule
March

SE Regional meeting (March 6th) OPEN
NE Regional meeting (March 13th) Hosted
by Dan Cowart. The trade items is anything
with a four-leaf clover design. Lunch provided.
Look for map in back of newsletter.
S/C Regional meeting (March 20th) Hosted
by Byron Donor. Lunch provided. The trade items is
a candle holder. Byron’s home is at 6520 Alameda,
Norman. South side or road. Look for the sail boat in
the yard.
NW Regional meeting (March 27th)Hosted by
Mike George at his home at 1227, 4rth street in
Alva, Okla. Trade item is a flower. Mike said he
would figure out something for lunch.

New shipment of swage blocks now in.
$80. plus shipping to members.
$100.00 plus shipping to non-members
Contact Bill Kendall for more information

Trade items
Each month the meeting host have trouble deciding what

to do for a trade item. Below is a list of potential trade items.

Letter Opener Candle holder
Door Knocker
Small hand vice nail header
yard art
Door pull gate latch
hinge
Spoon fork
knife
Miniature Log tongs napkin rings (4)
fireplace poker
BBQ tool ice cream scoopflower
Fishing pole holder made from horseshoe
boot scraper
Something with a heart animal head
decorative punch
Something made from a RR spike trivet
leaf
Blacksmith traveler nail
wall hook
Tongs hardy tool
bell
Cross feather
bottle opener
Nut cracker wizard
hand shovel
Rug beater flint striker
hack saw
Vase or vessel
Sheppard's hook trammel hook
Scrolling jig bending fork
spring fuller
Something made from a file something riveted

Maybe you can think of something else….

For Sale:
2 Little Giant 50#Power hammers.
We have determined that one hammer has a cracked
sow block so it is parts only (make offer). The other
one is for sale for $950.00
Ken Esadooah 405-329-4667
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Calendar of events…. Some of these
are copies of emails..

Because of Easter falling on the first weekend
of April the Medieval fair in Norman will be held on
the last weekend of March. Contact Terry Jenkins for
more info.

Muskogee fair is held every weekend in May. You can
get more info about any of the Medieval fairs from
Terry Jenkins at teesox@aol.com
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More emails concerning demonstration opportunities...
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South Central Meeting dates

January 16, 2010
Host: JC Banks
Phone # 580-482-3209
Trade item:

February 20, 2009
Host: Gerald Franklin
Phone #: 580-252-6002
Trade item: a riveted item

March 20, 2010
Host: Byron Doner
Phone #

April 17, 2010
STATE PICNIC NORMAN OK

May 15, 2010
Host:
Phone #
Trade item:

June 19, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

July 17, 2010
Host: Alex Scrudder
Phone #: 580-550-0882

August 21, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 18, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

October 16-17, 2010
Host: : SCABA Conference Perry, Okla.

November 20, 2010
Host: Bill and Diana Davis
Phone #: 580-549-6824
Trade item: door knocker

December 18 2010
Host:
Phone #:

South East Meeting dates

January 2, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

February 6 2010
Host: Eddie Horton
Phone #: 580-513-8370

March 6, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

April 3, 2010
State Picnic Month

May 1, 2010
Host:
Phone #

June 5 2010
Host:
Phone #:

July 3, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

August 7, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 4, 2010
Host:
Phone

October 2, 2010
Host:
Phone:

November 6, 2010
Host: open
Phone #:

December 4, 2010
Host:
Phone #
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North East Regional

Meeting dates
January 12, 2008
Host: Bill Kendall 918-691-2173

February 9, 2008
Host: Gary Gloden Letter opener 918-321-5015

March 8, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart 918-534-0299
Trade item something for the grill
Lunch:

April 12, 2008
Host: Mark Coatney
Phone #: 918-476-6755

May 10, 2008
Host: State meeting
Phone #:

June 14, 2008
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #:918-643-3299

July 12, 2008
Host: Dwayne Moss
Phone #:918-260-3267

August 9, 2008
Host:
Phone#

Sept. 13, 2008
Host: Dan Cowart
Phone #:918-534-0299
Trade item is a tool to be added to the tool box

October 11, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

November 8, 2008
Host: Mike Sweany
Phone #: 918-245-8460

December 13, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

North West Regional

Meeting dates
January 26, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: spoon

February 23, 2008

Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:(580)758-1126
Trade item: fork

March 22, 2008

Host: Bob Kennemer (tool for cooking on a grill)
Phone #: 580-225-3361

Shelf
April 26, 2008

Host: Mike George (pair of small brackets)
Phone #: 580-327-5235

May 2008
Host: State meeting –No regional meetings
Phone #:

June 28, 2008
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone #:580-242-0105

July 26, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

August 23, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 27, 2008
Host:
Phone #:

October 25, 2008

Host: Gary Seigrist

North East Meeting dates
January 9, 2010
Host: Gary Gloden
Phone #
Trade item; something made at meeting

February 13, 2010
Host: Bill Kendall
Trade item. A heart

March 13, 2010
Host: Dan Cowart
Trade items: a 4 leaf clover or something

April 10, 2010
STATE PICNIC MONTH

May 8 2010
Host:
Phone #:

June 12, 2010
Host:
Phone #:
Trade item:

July 10, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

August 14, 2010
Host:
Phone#
Trade item

Sept. 11, 2010
Host:
Phone #:
Trade item

October 9, 2010
Host:
Phone#

November 13, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

December 11, 2010
Host: Charlie McGee
Phone #: 918-245-7279
Trade item: angel

North West Meeting dates
January 23, 2010
Host: Charlie Todd
Phone# 580-242-0105
Trade item; anything forged

February 27th, 2010
Host: Mandell Greteman
Phone # 580-515-1292
Trade item; tool

March 27, 2010
Host: Mike George
Phone #: 580-327-5235
Trade item; Flower

April 24, 2010
STATE PICNIC MONTH

May 22, 2010
Host: Gary Seigrist
Phone #:580-225-3007
Trade item: hardy tool

June 26, 2010
Host: Ron Lehenbauer
Phone #:580-758-1126
Trade item; something western

July 24, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

August 28, 2010
Host:
Phone #:

Sept. 25, 2010
Host: Gary Seigrist (Elk city)
Phone #: 580-225-3007
Trade item; something from a horseshoe

October 23, 2010
Host:
Phone #.

November 27, 2010
Host: Tom Nelson
Phone #: 580-862-7691

December 25, 2010

Merry Christmas
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The Max Scrudder family wishes to give a spe-
cial thank you to Larry Mills for organizing the
gathering of metal flowers for Max’s service and
to each and every one of you who brought those
great works of art. To JC Banks, bless you for
the picture of Max demonstrating to the Cyril
Kids and the wonderful letter about him helping
you. The letter reads:

“In April 2003, I attended the Hobart Antique
Tractor Show, and I met Max Scrudder at a
blacksmithing exhibit. I have always been in-
terested in Blacksmithing, but didn’t know
there was an organization of blacksmiths. Max
gave me a newsletter and encouraged me to
attend a regional meeting. In May, Renee and I
attended a meeting at Blanchard at Terry Jen-
kins’s shop, and Max handed me a hammer
and a piece of metal and told me he was going
to teach me how to make a rose. This is the
rose I made at that meeting-my first black-
smithing project. Since then Max has been an
encourager, teacher, problem solver and a
good friend, always willing to help with any
project or idea. Max has left a legacy of friend-
ship and service through his help and encour-
agement of many friends and members of the
blacksmith community. He will be greatly
missed. JC Banks”

To each of you who came to be with us at the service and those who were unable to come. We pray that
the Good Lord blesses you beyond measures as He has us of Max’s family. Check in your Bible folks, Black-
smithing is mentioned there along with great lessons on how to have a good life here on earth and an eternal
life with God.

Alex (grandson) and I hope to see you all here at Scrudders Metal Works for the coming July meeting.
Yours, Ann Scrudder
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Southeast Meeting at Fort Towson
Gerald Franklin

The February Southeast Regional meeting was held on February 6th at Fort Towson near Hugo, OK.
The host of the meeting was Eddie Horton who is on the staff at Fort Towson. I started out about 6AM loaded
with equipment and coal and looked forward a pretty nice 3-hour drive just about straight east of my place.
Construction on I-35 surprised me. The Hwy 70 exit off I-35 is closed for re-build and I had to drive about
twenty miles out of the way to get back to US 70. Naturally, I arrived at the fort later than expected, anxious to
get unloaded and get to work.

We were set up in front of the Museum Shop with plenty of room so we had plenty of room to work
and a place to get out of the rain if need be. There were three forges set up; Omar Reed from Fort Gibson,
Howard Bost, a Saltfork member from Paris, TX, and mine. We all forged different things. I mainly concen-
trated on hand-held tools for the blacksmith shop that the Ft Towson staff is planning to build.

Over all, there were over thirty people there. Many were members, but there were several folks there
who had not seen smiths work at a coal forge and seemed very interested in what we were doing. Robert Wal-
lace from Hugo provided an excellent lunch that he cooked over an open fire, chuck-wagon-style. This was
some good stuff: great stew, cornbread, and cobbler, all with that good “camp-fire flavor”. There were no
trade items but after hearing about the club’s trade item program, Eddie thought that it would be good to have
a trade item for future meetings.

We had a good meeting and the Fort Towson folks are definitely enthused about hosting more meetings
so that we can hopefully create some more smithing interest in the SE corner of the state.
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February S/C Meeting Notes

We held the South Central meeting for February on the 20th at Gerald and Frankie Franklin’s place east
of Duncan. The weather was windy and cool but not really too bad for February. We had some moisture pre-
dicted but it didn’t arrive until after the meeting was over so the weather wasn’t really much of a factor. I’m
sure that the threat of precipitation kept a few folks away, though, and it’s understandable that people are a lit-
tle reluctant to start out on a long drive with the prospect of snow and ice looking them in the face. This is es-
pecially true this winter with the sort of weather we’ve been having.

As usual, Frankie fed us well with stew/chili/cornbread and the attendees went all out in bringing des-
serts. I think we ate enough cake, pie, and banana pudding to put two or three dentist’s kids through college.

We had a total of nine trade items. The item was a something that incorporated a rivet. There were
tongs and other tools, wall plaques and hooks, and even Damascus jewelry on the table.

There were several new members and some folks at the meeting that we don’t see regularly and it was
good to visit with them. We also had many members of the Board of Directors drive a long way to help us
conduct the club’s business at a Board of Directors Meeting. These board members work hard to keep the
wheels on the operation. In addition to the elected board members, there are also our two conference co-
chairs, David Seigrist and Dan Cowart who came to take part in the BOD meeting and we want to thank them
for taking the time to come.
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SCABA MEMBERSHIP
LIST

2/21/2010

This section has been prepared so you can remove it and keep it handy.
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REMOVE AND KEEP
HANDY
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President’s Notes
Gerald Franklin

I want to start this month’s comments with a direct cut-and-paste from last month. “We have a couple of big
events on the near horizon – in March we have the election of members to serve on the Board of Directors and
the annual statewide meeting/picnic is scheduled for April. We have some good candidates who have already
agreed to having their names on this year’s ballot and if you would like to have your name added to the ballot,
contact our Secretary/Treasurer, Mike George soon. The ballot will be mailed out in the March newsletter. So
when you get the ballot, fill it out and mail it in for goodness sake! In past years, we have only had about
thirty ballots returned. With a membership of well over 200 people to get such a small number of ballots cast
is poor to say the least, so take this opportunity to support the club in a way that will take very little of your
time.”

Last year, we took blank ballots around to meetings for people to fill out. You can’t count on that happening
again this year so when you find the ballot in this newsletter, fill it out and mail it in before you forget about it.

The Board of Directors met on Feb 20 and discussed several items of club business. It always surprises me
how much business our club has to take care of. The minutes of this meeting will be in the next newsletter so I
won’t clutter up this section with a lot of detail. I do want to mention, however, that Mike George shared an
email with the board concerning Rick and Teresa Dyer’s son, R.J.,who is pretty sick and has undergone some
extensive surgery. Please remember the Dyer family in your thoughts and prayers.

Since I started this column with a quote from last month, let me end with a cut-and-paste from the last newslet-
ter, too…

- Pay your dues. Memberships expire on March 30 and newsletters will stop for those who haven’t re-
newed their memberships.

- Remember your tongs. Three Kings Day, January 6th was the agreed upon delivery date for the partici-
pants in the Christmas Tong Exchange to deliver tongs. If you haven’t delivered your tongs yet, do it now.
Please don’t put your exchange partner in an uncomfortable situation by having to ASK that you send your
tongs.

- Schedule a meeting. Diana Davis keeps the calendar to schedule the 2010 regional meetings. She runs
this list on a first come, first served basis so if you have a particular date in mind that you would like to
schedule, let Diana know.

- ABANA Conference. The 2010 ABANA Conference will be held in Memphis in June. This is one of the
closest locations to Oklahoma in recent years. Register early for a price break.
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Kiwanis Hears about the Artist-Blacksmith Profession

Gerald Franklin an artist-blacksmith spoke to the Duncan Chisholm Trail Kiwanis Club on Tuesday,
January 19 on the profession of blacksmithing. Gerald works out of the Black Bull Forge, an artist-blacksmith
forging studio near Duncan. Gerald began his presentation by explaining that man has always found ways of
making tools during the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and the Iron Age. During these periods men had to make
stone and metal items to work with and to use as military items.

He then explained that the word “smith” originated as an English word meaning to smite. As men be-
gan to work with metal with the use of fire to work the metal, which turned black during the heating and form-
ing process, thus these individuals became known as “Blacksmiths”.

Gerald then explained that during the early settlements of what is known as the United States, every
small town had a blacksmith shop. These shops were used make or repair everything metal, from making
plows for tilling the soil to wagon and machine parts and tools used by other skilled craftsmen. This was the
case up until the early 20th century. He went on to explain as more productive industrial processes came in the
1920’s the blacksmith trade took a drastic decline.

Gerald then explained that in the late 1970’s the trade known today as artist-blacksmith came into be-
ing. This trade is made up of craftsmen that enjoy this craft as both a hobby and as a primary source of in-
come. Gerald then explained that in Oklahoma an organization known as the Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-
Blacksmith Association. This organization currently has 274 members with all but about 15% of the members
being from Oklahoma. The organization is headquartered in Alva, Oklahoma.

Gerald then explained about what the current artist-blacksmith does today. He explained that most of
the smiths make items that are one of a kind that they sell at trade shows or they make special order items.
Sometime people will want a wrought iron gate made for their fence and rather than purchase it from a home
improvement store, they will ask a blacksmith to make one that will be unique and unlike any others. Gerald
also said these artist-blacksmiths will also be asked to repair or make reproductions of historical items. For
example, He has been asked to make hinges that will be used to replace the original hinges used on a stockade
door in Fort Sill’s original stockade where the Indian Chief Geronimo was held as a prisoner.

Gerald does several public demonstrations around Oklahoma and North Texas as well as specialized in
educational demonstrations for young people and has brought the magic of metal art to numerous school
groups across and the region.

Submitted by:
Frank Sissons
Duncan Chisholm Trail Kiwanis
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This article reprinted with permission.
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Byron and Ken Doner attended a meeting at John Timmerkamps on Feb. 6th. His place is near Wichita Kan-
sas. Here are some pictures of what went on….
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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Membership Application
April 2010 thru March 2011

I have enclosed $20.00 for dues to March 30, 2011
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Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Assoc.Inc.
1227 Fourth Street
Alva, Okla. 73717-1227
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Pay your dues by March 30


