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Gerald Brostek (left side) from Muskogee Oklahoma represented Saltfork  at the 

ABANA conference in Memphis, Tn. Gerald had two rings selected to become a part 

of this years ring project at the conference. Byron Hanson (far right) made the frame. 
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The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith 

Association, a non-profit organization of amateur and 

professional artist and craftsmen, publishes this news-

letter monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of 

knowledge, education and to promote a more general 

appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere. 

We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Associa-

tion of North America. 

 Material from this newsletter may be freely 

copied without permission for non-profit purposes. 

Please credit the author and this publication. 

 

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website: 

 www.saltforkcraftsmen.org 
 

 

Meeting Schedule  
July 

 
SE regional meeting (July3rd) open. 

 

NE Regional meeting (July 10th) Hosted by Clay-

ton Hall. Map in back of newsletter. Trade item is a 

spork/eating utensil. Lunch is provided but you 

might bring a side dish to help out. 

 

SC Regional meeting (July 17th) Hosted by Alex 

Scrudder at Max Scrudders shop in Mountain view. 

Alex and Ann are planning to make brisket so bring 

a side dish to complement it.  The trade items is 

anything made from a horseshoe. 

 

NW Regional meeting (July 24th) open  
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Presidentôs Notes 
 

Gerald Franklin 

 

 I want to start this monthôs notes off with some really good news.  We have cone mandrels.  Our 

foundry poured two samples in time for Mike George to pick them up and bring to the ABANA Confer-

ence in Memphis.  After we had a chance to inspect the samples, we contacted the foundry and asked 

them to complete the order.  The foundry called me today (Jun 23) to tell me that they are ready. We are 

arranging for pickup. Check the website for availability. The sale price will be $200. 

 

 Saltfork was well represented at the ABANA Conference.  I counted close to twenty SCABA 

members from four states in attendance.  In addition to having a good contingent of members there, our 

club sponsored one of the demonstrators, Darryl Nelson. SCABA member Gerald Brostek again did him-

self (and his club) proud with his participation in the Ring Project.  Gerald actually had three rings se-

lected for the so-called ñauction frameworksò.  This is quite an accomplishment and is evidence of Ge-

raldôs smithing abilities and his craftsmanship.  Congratulations, Gerald! 

 

 The ñNail Stumpò at the ABANA Conference had a lot of participation and was interesting to 

look at.  Itôs basically a log that is set up for folks to drive their hand-forged nails into.  There were some 

really creative and well-done nails displayed. Gerald Brostek suggested that we set up a stump at our 

conference in Perry.  Weôll give it a try so watch for more info in future newsletters. 

 

 We had four regional meetings in June. The first SE meeting was held in conjunction with a com-

munity event in Hugo, OK and was hosted by Mark Hamill. Bill Phillips hosted the second SE meeting 

of the month at his place near McAlester.  The South-Central regional meeting was hosted by Byron and 

Carol Doner in Norman.  Ron Lehenbauer hosted the Northwest meeting in conjunction with the tractor 

show in Fairview on the 26th.  As I write this, the NW meeting/tractor show hasnôt happened but Iôm 

sure that it will be as well attended as the earlier meetings were. 

 

 We were able to say good bye to J.C. and Renee Banks (who are moving to Colorado) at Byron 

Donerôs meeting on the 19th.  We presented Renee with a very nice ñrose-scrollò wall hanging made by 

David Seigrist.  We were pleased to present J.C. with a tool box that was expertly built and carved by 

Don Garner.  Mike George provided the hardware for the box.  Members around the country provided 

tools for the box.  This was a superb box and collection of tools and J.C. said, ñIôm like a kid at Christ-

mas.ò  Iôll have to agree that he certainly looked like a kid at Christmas as he looked over his new collec-

tion.  

 

  Plans are underway for our participation in the 2010 Oklahoma State Fair.  Byron Doner is put-

ting together the list of demonstrators, so if you can help out, get in touch with Byron to sign up for one 

or more days.  Remember that we need three or four people for each day.  There is also a large chuck 

wagon event, the Battle in Saddle at the State Fairgrounds on July 10th.  They have requested demonstra-

tors for that event and Byron Doner has the sign-up list for that event, too. 
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.  S/C Regional meeting   
 Byron and Carol Doner hosted the meeting for the S/C region for the month of  June. He had a great 

turnout with 30+ showing up. One of the items on the agenda was to present JC and Renee with going away 

presents and ñThank Youò s for all the hard work that JC has done for the organization. Don Gardner made 

and beautiful box and Mike George made all the hardware for it. Members and friends made or supplied the 

tools that were place in 

it.  

 Everyone had a 

good time visiting and 

checking out Byronôs 

new Anyang hammer he 

purchases from James 

Johnson of Alvord 

Texas.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Byron and Carol fixed a delicious lunch of brisket, ribs and fixings. 

Everyone found someplace either inside at a table or outside under a 

shade tree and concentrated on the great food. 

 

 The trade item was something made from a horseshoe. There 

were several nice items brought or made during the meeting. 

 

 Carol had a cake 

fixed for JC and Renee 

Banks.  

 

 

 JC said that they would 

try to come back to 

Oklahoma whenever 

they could.  

 

 


