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The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion, a non-profit organization  Our purposes are the sharing 
of knowledge, education and to promote a more general ap-
preciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere. We are a 
chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Association of North Amer-
ica. 
 Material from this newsletter may be freely copied 
without permission for non-profit purposes. Please credit the 
author and this publication. 
 
Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website: 
 www.saltforkcraftsmen.org 

Editors notes… 
  
This issue marks my first full year as editor.  And it seems like 
that year has just flown by.  One side effect of having a recurring 
monthly deadline is that the time really seems to go by too fast.  
But I really enjoy doing the newsletter even though it does get 
pretty hectic at times trying to dodge my “real job.” 
 
I am still on a continuing learning curve as far as exploring the 
best way to get it done and the best way to do the layouts, etc. I 
appreciate the comments from those of you who have given me 
feedback. 
 
There is only a limited amount of material available from other 
sources to include in the newsletter and it really helps when 
members submit items to include, articles on projects, photos 
and write ups for meetings that I cannot get to, etc.  I really ap-
preciate all of you who seem to do just that on a recurring basis. 
 
You may have noticed that I have tried to include more material 
in each issue but that will only be sustainable as long as there is 
material available to fill the pages. I really don’t want to reduce 
the newsletter if I don’t have to but it depend, at times, on what 
is available from other newsletters and what we can produce as 
original articles from Saltfork members. 
 
Most of us don’t really like to write and I know it is a stretch to 
ask for members to submit original articles. But we have a lot of 
members who have skills or tips worth sharing.  It seems like the 
best way to get that info on paper is in a demo form if I (or 
someone else who is willing) can be there to capture the photos 
and take notes.  That material can easily be turned into an article 
that works well for the newsletter. So if you have an idea of 
something you like to do or if you plan to do a demo at a meet-
ing, please let me know.   
 
A lot of our members are pretty humble about their skills. But it 
would be a great service to the blacksmithing community at large 
if you are willing to share something you like to do. It may seem 
self evident to you but there is always somebody who would 
stand to gain if you share even simple ideas and techniques. 
 
Looking forward to another good year! 

 

- Russell Bartling - Editor 
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President’s Notes: 

Hello Smiths and Artisans of various kinds! 
 

It's hard to beat forging weather like this in Oklahoma.  What a fan-
tastic time to spend at the forge being creative and productive.  
Lately I've been spending more time organizing, cleaning, and mak-
ing a few jigs that will help with future projects. 
 

One of my jigs is pretty simple and always makes me money.  It's a 
jig for dinner triangles.  Doesn't take much and triangles have al-
ways been a good seller for me.  Gordon Williams says if you put a 
cow head on them they'll sell even faster.   
 

Let me take just a minute here to help clear up a little confusion in the last newsletter.  
We've been approached by several folks asking if the dates for the NE and SE regions 
can be changed.  The newsletter should have said we we're asking for input, and not that 
the decision had already been made.  It was a communication error between board mem-
bers and no one was trying to dictate to anyone else how the club is run. 
 

The regions described are what I told Doug when he called me.  I said the boundaries are 
I-40 and I-35, because.... that's what I thought they were.  Many people who've been 
around longer than I have chimed in with some very good information about the develop-
ment of the SE and SC regions and the difficulty with getting meetings in the newsletter 
if a region has the first Saturday of the month.  Some have said it would be better to keep 
the first meeting open for classes and workshops, and others have more ideas.  We're just 
looking to see if the folks in those regions would like to do what was proposed.  It's an 
idea that's just being kicked around so please keep your ideas coming and let us know 
what you think.  
  

Now back to fun stuff!  Have you ever made a story board?  Some may be thinking 
what's a story board?  Is that the board that was used on you when you were telling sto-
ries as a young'n?  Nope, it's not... Yay! 
 

A story board is a board with step by step examples of a specific process.  An example 
would be of all the steps it takes to make a Cristoff Fredericks Cross: 
 

Step 1, blank piece of 3/8" steel 3" long 
Step 2, saw a line from point a to point b 
Step 3, saw a line from point c to point d 
Step 4, etc., etc., until the last example is a finished Cristoff Fredericks Cross.   
 

You then hang it on the wall so others can see what it takes to make it with an example of 
each step, bring it to meetings, and it's also good to display when you are doing public 
demo's. 
 

I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 

- David  
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Division of (Volunteer) Labor 
 
Its been suggested that we need to clarify who does what in terms of the Saltfork Board members and other posi-
tions of responsibility. This list is an attempt to expand on the definitions of these roles to help in getting the right 
person when needed.  Please keep in mind that everyone on this list gives their time on a volunteer basis and this 
list may change, expand and evolve over time: 

Name Position Address Phone Duties 

David Seigrist President P.O. Box 163  
Hollis, Ok 73550 
dseigrist2004@yahoo.com 

580-381-0085 President 
BOD Meeting Chair 
Help Where I can 

Doug Redden Vice President/
Conference Chair 

2050 E. 410 Rd. 
Oologah, Ok. 74053 
Doug.redden2@att.net 

918-230-2960 Vice President 
Conference Chair 
Librarian 

 Diana Davis Secretary 23966 NE Wolf Rd. 
 Fletcher, Ok 73541 
 Diana.copperrose@gmail.com 

580-549-6824 Secretary 
Club Membership  
BOD Meeting Agenda 
BOD Meeting 
Minutes 

Teresa Gabrish Treasurer P.O. Box 18389 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73154 
tgabrish@gmail.com 

405-824-9681 Treasurer 

Mandell Greteman

  
Director/Workshop 
Coordinator 

Rt. 2 Box 130 Foss, Okla. 
73647 
mandell01@windstream.net 

580-515-1292 Workshop Coordina-
tor 

Bill Kendall  Director/Swage 
Blocks 

1756 E. 59th St Tulsa Ok. 
74105 
wwkendall@aol.com 

918-691-2173 Swage Block Ship-
ping Quotes 
Swage Block Ship-
ping 

Terry Jenkins Director 222 N. Washington 
Blanchard, Ok. 73010 

405-476-6091  

Byron Doner Director/Cones 6520 Alameda, Norman OK 
73026 
byrondoner@esok.us 

405-650-7520 Cone Shipping 

Russell Bartling Editor 70 N 160th W. Ave 
Sand Springs, Ok 74063 
rbartling@ionet.net 

918-633-0234 Newsletter Editor 
Regional Meeting 
Coordinator 

Dodie O’Bryan Webmaster Pawnee, Ok 
scout@skally.net 

   

— Website Updates 
Web Calendar Up-
dates 
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SCABA Library Titles: 
 
Robb Gunter Basic Blacksmithing parts1,2,3 and the controlled 

hand forging series 
Clay Spencer SCABA conf.2013 pts. 1,2 and 3 
Jerry Darnell 18th century lighting, door latches and hinges 
Brent Baily SCABA conf. 2011 
Mark Aspery SCABA conf. 2011 
Robb Gunter SCABA conf. 1998 
Robb, Brad and Chad Gunter 2009 joinery, forging, repousse, 

scrollwork, etc. 
Bill Bastas SCABA 2002 pts. 1 - 6 
Jim Keith SCABA conf.2007 
Power hammer forging with Clifton Ralph pts. 1 - 5 
Doug Merkel SCABA 2001 
Bob Alexander SCABA 2008 
A. Finn SCABA 2008 
Bob Patrick SCABA 2004 
Gordon Williams SCABA 2010 
Daryl Nelson SCABA 2010 
Jim and Kathleen Poor SCABA 2001 
Ed and Brian Brazeal SCABA 2006 
Ray Kirk Knives SCABA 2002 
Frank Turley SCABA 1997 
Frank Turley SCABA 2003 
Bill Epps SCABA 2003 
M. Hamburger SCABA 2007 
 
When I copy a set for someone I make three copies. Best time 
to contact me is in the A.M. by phone. 
- Doug Redden, Librarian 

Workshop Schedule 
 

Jan 30 – Beginning Blacksmithing Workshop:  to be held at the Route 66 Black-
smith Shop in Elk City.  More details will be provided in next month’s newsletter. 
Class size is limited so it is encouraged to sign up as soon as possible. Contact Man-
dell to register. 

Jan 30 – Beginning Blacksmithing Workshop:  to be held at Bill Kendall’s work-
shop in Tulsa.  Instructors will be Doug Redden and Tracy Cowart. Lunch will be pro-
vided. Cost will be $30.  More details will be provided in next month’s newsletter. 
Class size is limited so it is encouraged to sign up as soon as possible. Contact Doug 
Redden to register. 

There has been some discussion of offering another hammer making workshop. 
The date and location has not yet been determined but somewhere in the NE re-
gion is a possibility. Final location will depend on interest level and availability of 
the necessary equipment. The next fifth Saturday would be April 30th so this is 
the most likely date. If you would be interested in attending a hammer workshop, 
please let Mandell Greteman or Doug Redden know as soon as possible. 
 
Mandell Greteman is the SCABA Workshop Coordinator. Contact Mandell at 
 580-515-1292.  

 

**NOTICE** 
 
Diana is handing over the job of keeping 
track of the monthly regional meetings to 
me. It seems to work best combined with 
the newsletter editor job. 
 
If you plan to host a monthly meeting, 
please send your information to: 
 
Russell Bartling 
918-633-0234 
rbartling@ionet.net 
70 N 60th W Ave. 
Sand Springs, OK 74063 
 
E-mail is the most convenient for me, fol-
lowed by phone, then by regular mail. But 
whatever method works for you is fine. 
 
Thanks! 
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****RETRACTION**** 
 

On page 7 of the December newsletter, there is a notice of a regional meeting 
date change and a map which was intended to clarify the existing region bounda-
ries. It turns out that information was not actually ready for prime time. That 
communication does not reflect a cohesive direction of the entire Board (which 
was an erroneous assumption on my part.) 
 
The existing regional meeting dates prior to that notice will remain in effect.  The 
SE region meetings and the NE region meetings will not swap Saturdays.  The 
South Central region will still be called South Central and not South West. The 
existing regional boundaries are not actually clearly defined by the I35 and I40 
demarcations.  That map was actually intended to clarify what was thought to be 
the existing boundaries, not to convey a change. However, that map can be ig-
nored. 
 
In short, until further notice, 
 

 NOTHING HAS CHANGED FOR ANYBODY ANYWHERE. 
 
I believe the intent of that communication was to facilitate having meetings, not 
to hinder them. If you are interested in hosting a meeting, I would encourage you 
to go ahead and do so.  - Editor 
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Apologies to Terry Kauk… 
 

I misread Terry’s last name on the 2016 handwritten meeting form and mis-
spelled it not once but multiple times in the December newsletter.  Including the 
front page of all things.  I am sure he is too polite to say anything about it but I 
discovered that error when I saw his name printed elsewhere. 
 
The correct spelling of Terry’s last name is Kauk not Kaulk as I had it. 
 
I normally try to keep up with name spellings by cross checking against a mem-
bership list but didn’t do that here.  Sorry Terry!  Won’t happen again. - Editor 

2016 Peter Ross Workshop:  Doug Redden has been in communication with 
Peter Ross and Jymm Hoffman about potential projects for the after conference 
hands on workshops in 2016 (See the December newsletter for more info.) He 
sent me these two pictures of a possible hacksaw project by Peter Ross to show 
the kind of project that might be available in those workshops... 
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Regional Meeting Schedule 
January 
 
 SE regional meeting January 2nd: Open. 

 NE Regional meeting January 9th: Open  

 SC Regional meeting January 16th: Open  

 NW Regional meeting January 23rd: Will be hosted by Monte Smith at 8848 N. 2010 Rd, Hammon, 
OK 73650. The trade item is a horseshoe. Lunch will be provided but bring a side dish or desert to help 
out. 
From Hammon, go 7 miles north on HWY 34 to E0880 Rd (There is a Moorewood Baptist Church sign) 
then turn west and go 3 miles. Turn south and go 1/2 mile to the entrance on the east side of the road. 
Monte Smith 580-497-6015. 

 

February 
 
 SE regional meeting February 6th: Open. 

 NE Regional meeting February 13th: Open  

 SC Regional meeting February 20th: Open  

 NW Regional meeting February 27th: Will be hosted by Bob Kennemer  at 1201 Lynnwood Dr ., Elk 
City, OK 73644. The trade item is a Tomahawk. Lunch will be provided but bring a side dish or desert to 
help out. 
Bob Kennemer 405-225-1878. 

2016 meeting dates…. 

SE Region (1t Sat ) NE Region (2nd Sat )  SC Region (3rd Sat) NW Region (4th Sat) 
Jan.2nd  (Open)  Jan 9th (Open)   Jan. 16th (Open)  Jan 23rd (Monte Smith)  
Feb. 6th (Open)  Feb. 13th (Open)   Feb. 20th (Open)  Feb. 27th (Bob Kennemer)  
March 5th (Open) March 12th (Doug Redden) March 19th (Open) March 26th (Mandell Greteman) 
April 2nd (Open)   April 9th (Open)   April 16th (Open) April 23rd (Dorvan Ivey)  
May 7th (Open)   May 14th (Open)   May 21st (JJ McGill) May 28th (Don Garner)  
June 4th (Open)  June 11th (Marshall Hager) June 18th (Ricky Vardell) June 25th (Terry Kauk)  
July 2nd (Open)  July 9th  (Open)   July 16th (Open)  July 23rd (Kelly Kilhoffer) 
August 6th (Open) August 13th (Open)  August 20th (Open) August 27th (Don Garner) 
Sept. 3rd (Open)  Sept. 10th (Open)   Sept. 17th (Jim Dyer) Sept. 24th (Roy Bell)  
Oct. 1st. (Open)  Oct. 8th (Open)   Oct. 15th (Conference) Oct. 22nd (Cheryl Overstreet) 
Nov 5th (Open)  Nov. 12th (Dan Cowart)  Nov. 19th (Anthony Griggs) Nov. 26th (Cory Spieker) 
Dec 3rd (Open)  Dec. 10th (Open)   Dec. 17th (Open)  Dec:24th (Merry Christmas) 
 
Fifth Saturday Fun Day - Dec:31st (Mandell Greteman)  
 
 

The meeting hosting form can be found on the last page along with membership application form. Russell 
Bartling will now keep track of the monthly meetings. Regular monthly meetings are always open to any-
one that wishes to attend. If you want to host a meeting in your area please fill out one of the host forms 
on the website under the calendar section or in the newsletter and e-mail the information or mail the hard 
copy form in as soon as possible.  
 
-Russell Bartling 918-633-0234 or rbartling@ionet.net 

REGIONAL MEETING DATES 



Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association                                               9 

Around the State…. 
 
SE: South East Region December Meeting:  No regional meeting was held for  the SE 
region.  
 
NE: North East Region December Meeting:  The NE region December  meeting was 
hosted by Charlie McGee at his home north of Sand Springs.  There were about 30 people in 
attendance. Due to a conflicting basketball tournament, I only made it to the meeting as it was 
about to wrap up so I didn’t get any photos of the trade items or many of the attendees. - Editor 
 



10  Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association                                                

 
SC:   South Central Region December Meeting:  No regional meeting was held for  the 
SC region. 
 
NW: North West Region November Meeting:  The NW region November  meeting was 

hosted by Mandell Greteman at his shop in Foss. Due 
to an icy weather event affecting a large part of the 
state, the only person who was able to show up to 
check it out was Gary Seigrist. He said he spent al-
most a couple of hours getting his truck thawed out. 
The Gretemans wanted to express their gratitude to 
Gary for braving the bad conditions. There was a lot 
of ice on the roads and power outages so it is proba-
bly best that most of us stayed home for this one… 
-Editor 
 

 

Calling All Movie Stars From Doug Redden.. 
 

At the March 12th NE Region meeting, a film class from Rogers State 
College will attend to film blacksmiths for a class project. The class 
will shoot and edit the film and Saltfork will get a copy of the film for 
the library. It is not known at this time how many cameras will be used 
for filming. 
 
So if you are interested in participating as a subject in the film or just 
watching the fun, this may be a meeting you will not want to miss… 
- Editor 



Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association                                               11 

Blacksmith Classes 
Offered by Indian 
Capital Technology 
Center: 

Doug Redden forwarded this infor-
mation to me to include in the news-
letter. 
 
 The Indian Capital Technology Cen-
ter is offering new blacksmithing 
classes at their Stillwell campus.  
 
Doug verified that the classes are to 
be taught by Ed and Brian Brazeal. 
 
If you are interested, you can obtain 
their complete catalog online at  
 
www.ictc.com 
 
Or contact the Stillwell campus at the 
number included above. 
 
-Editor 
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Story Board Gallery… 
 

After reading David Seigrist’s President’s notes for this month, I thought I would 
include some examples of the story boards he mentioned.  At the end of Sep-
tember, I made a trip to the New England School of Metalwork for a class with 
Jeffrey Funk. I got a lot of information to share when I get time to properly or-
ganize what I learned in the class.   
 
These story boards, sometimes also called “progress boards” by some, were in 
my collection of photos and I wasn’t sure if anyone would be interested in them 
until I read David’s comments.   
 
These were on the shop wall and in the administrative office.  Most of them have 
no text other than possibly the person who made the pieces and that is one of 
the interesting aspects about them.  They illustrate the major steps without 
words so that the concept of making some item can be understood almost at a 
glance.  If you study these, you can learn a lot if these projects are new to you. 
There were others that included more examples than progressions and I am not 
including them now.  But these examples represent some easily understood 
steps in a few different projects... 
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Story Board Gallery Continued… 
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Story Board Gallery Continued… 
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Story Board Gallery Continued… 
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Story Board Gallery Continued… 
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Article courtesy of the Michigan Artist Blacksmith 
Association - Editor 
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This article courtesy of the Alex Bealer Blacksmith 
Association. This issue of the Hammer’s Arc is a 
special edition from their 2015 annual conference 
and includes several great articles from the Peter 
Ross demos at the conference - Editor 



22  Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association                                                



Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association                                               23 

I’ve been making these heart wall hooks for several 
years; good demo piece and they sell very well. 
 
Fearing that I might lose my “pattern part”, I took the 
time today to work up a sketch. 
 
I make them with a simple pig tail end and also with 
a fish tail scroll. 
 
Howard (member of the Central States Metal Arti-

sans) made the one with the penny end – (Photo 1.) 

(Continued on next page…) 

Heart Wall Hooks 
Jim Carothers - December, 2105 

Photo 1: Heart Hook with Penny End 

Photo 2: Heart hook With Pig Tail 
End by Tom Nelson 

Photo 3: Heart hook With Fish  
Tail Scroll End 
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Heart Wall Hooks (Continued…) 
 
Forging Instructions: 
 
Material:  3/8” square hot rolled steel bar (A-36) x 9” long 
 
Layout per the sketch:   
 
3” long band saw cut on center 
 
2x drill thru 5/32” dia.; counter sink front side; deburr back side 
 
Twist:  Put your favorite twist about 1” long below the lower mounting 
hole. 
 
File or grind the back side of the twist flat so that the hook will sit flat 
against the wall. 
 
Arms:  Heat and bend out into a wide Vee;  draw out and taper to 
about 4-3/4” long.  Check to make sure both arms are the same length 
 
Heart:  Close up the arms (check for equal lengths).  Heat, spread, 
and form into a heart.  The 4-3/4” long arms will make a nice heart about 
3” wide. 
 
Hook:  If you want a penny end or a fish tail scroll end, leave about 
1/2 to 3/4” of the full bar to make that detail.  Set that 1/2 to 3/4” down on 
the far edge of the anvil.  Draw out the bar above this shoulder into a long 
taper up to near the end of the twist.   
 
If you want a simple pig tail end, draw out the bar from below the twist to a 
long taper.  For the hook and pig tail as shown at about 1-5/16” inside di-
ameter, it takes about 3” of drawn out length.  
  
Touch Mark:  A good place to put your touch mark on this piece is on 
the back side between the two mounting holes. 
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Heart Wall Hooks (Continued…) 
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This article courtesy of the Alex Bealer Blacksmith 
Association. This issue of the Hammer’s Arc is a 
special edition from their 2015 annual conference 
and includes several great articles from the Peter 
Ross demos at the conference - Editor 
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Article courtesy of the Alex Bealer Blacksmith Asso-
ciation - Editor 
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SCABA Shop and Swap 
For Sale: 
 
6” round nosed pliers (great for putting scrolls on 
small items) $5.00 each.  
Brooms tied, $20.00 on your handle  Please contact 
me for help with handle length. 
Contact Diana Davis at Diana.copperrose@gmail.com 
 
 For Sale: 
24”(wide) x 1”(thick) Ceramic fiber blanket (similar 
to Kao-wool)  $1.00 per inch of length. Twisted solid 
cable 1/2” diameter $2.00 per ft.  
Contact Larry Roderick at 940-237-2814 
 
Wanted: 
Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at  
1-580-327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
Club Coal 
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal is in 1-2” 
size pieces  The coal is $140.00/ton  or .07 /pound to 
members .No sales to non-members. 
 

NW Region coal pile is located in Douglas, OK. If 
you make arrangements well in advance, Tom Nelson can 
load your truck or trailer with his skid steer loader for a fee 
of $10 to be paid directly to Tom. Tom has moved his skid 
steer and must now haul the loader to the coal pile to load 
you out, hence the $10 charge.  You may opt to load your 
own coal without using Tom’s loader. The coal can be 
weighed out at the Douglas Coop Elevator scales. Contact 
Tom Nelson (580-862-7691) to make arrangements to pick 
up a load. Do not call Tom after 9 PM!! Bring your own 
containers and shovels. Payment for the coal ($.07 per 
pound) should be made directly to the Saltfork Treasurer. 

   
NE Region coal location: Charlie McGee has coal 
to sell. He lives in the Skiatook, Oklahoma area. His 
contact information is:  
(home) 918-245-7279 or (cell) 918-639-8779 
Please text  his cell phone number if you would like to 
make arrangements to  get coal. 
 
S/C region coal location: Club coal is now available 
at Norman at Byron Donor’s place. Call Byron to 
make arrangements to come by and get coal.  
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Show your pride 
in SCABA! 
 
License plates for $5.00 each.  
 
We have a few caps for $10.00.  
  
We still have some of last year’s 
SCABA  t-shirts available while 
the supplies last. They are a grey 
pocket “T” with the SCABA logo 
on the pocket. Contact Diana Da-
vis for information.   
 

SCABA swage blocks  
$150.00 plus shipping.  
(Same price to members and non-members.) 
Contact Bill Kendall for more information 

SCABA Floor Cones are now 
available from Bill Kendall, 
Byron Donor and Gerald 
Franklin. The price is $200 
plus shipping and handling.  
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The SCABA Shirts 
 are now available with a bold new look… 

 

The latest SCABA T-shirts are now available with a new custom design by 
a professional artist. We also have new long sleeve denim shirts now 
available with the same new design. Each shirt has the main design on 
the back with the SCABA logo on the front pocket. T-shirts are available in 
black and grey. Denim shirts are $25 and T-shirts are $15 (plus shipping if 
applicable.) If you would like to purchase shirts, contact Doug Redden 
(918) 230-2960: 
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16 17 

17 

New Member_____ 
 
Membership Renewal ______ 

 

Saltfork Craftsman Regional Meeting Hosting Form 
 
Region_______SE ______NE_______SC_______NW 
 
Date:  Month__________day______[correct Saturday for region selected above] 

 
Name_________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________ 
Phone/email____________________________________ 
Trade item_____________________________________ 
Lunch provided_________yes__________no 

 
Directions or provide a map to the meeting location along with this form. 
 

**All meeting are scheduled on a first come basis. Completely filled out form MUST be re-
ceived by Regional Meeting Coordinator no later than the 15th of the month TWO months 
PRIOR  to the meeting month.  
Completed forms can be mailed or emailed. 
You will receive a conformation by e-mail or postcard. 
A form must be filled out for each meeting. 
If you don't receive something from the Regional Meeting Coordinator within 10 days of your 
sending in your request, call to verify that it was received.  
 
 

An online form is also available on the website in the top banner of the Calendar Tab: 
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/Calendar.shtm 
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