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If you are interested in hosting a regional meeting in
2019, secure your date as soon as possible. The 2019
Regional Meeting Calendar is enclosed on page 9.
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Editors notes...

The 2018 Annual SCABA Conference is now
just a memory. If you were able to make it, I
hope it was a good one for you.

It takes a lot of work to put on a good
conference and we are lucky to have dedicated
volunteers who always seem to go above and
beyond to make sure everything gets done.
Thank you to everyone who gives their time
and effort so freely.

We had two great demonstrators this year and
rave reviews from the students in the after
conference workshops for both instructors. For
a variety of reasons, [ wasn’t able to watch all
of the demonstrations so I am thankful for our
video crew! I will have to watch much of the
conference demos from the video. Once those
are available, we will have an announcement in
the newsletter.

Like last year, I wasn’t able to do justice to the
numerous photos we have in this newsletter
since it has to be completed so soon after the
conference. But look for more wrap up info
and photos in the December issue.

- Russell Bartling - Editor

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith
Association, a non-profit organization Our purposes are
the sharing of knowledge, education and to promote a
more general appreciation of the fine craftsmanship
everywhere. We are a chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith
Association of North America.

Material from this newsletter may be freely copied
without permission for non-profit purposes. Please credit
the author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org
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President’s Notes:

The 2018 conferences is over and I think we had a good
one. It was hard to shift gears from Pep Gomez in
overdrive to Bob Bergman’s compound gear but both
demoes had a lot to offer it was really interesting to watch
different ways to us a power hammer.

I would like to say Thanks to everyone that helped set up
and tear down. It wouldn't be possible without everyone’s
help and it meant that we had a great conference. I would
like to thank the cooks and other lady's that helped very
much too. You know a bunch of men don't go too long
with empty bellies.

We weren’t planning very well when we had two demo

people that used power hammers for both styles of work.
It took a lot of extra equipment for two classes. I would 9
like to Thank a special member for his donation of all that |
equipment. If it all works out next year we will have a '
traditional blacksmith and a power hammer demo person.

Old Mother Nature wasn't very nice to us, but it all worked out well. I hope the tail -gaiters had
good luck selling their product. I would like to thank the Murray County Tractor Association very
much for letting us have our conference at their facility. Thanks again for everyone’s help and for
use of the grounds.

Hit like a striker.

Thanks, Mandell

“Conference Cook’s” Notes:

We made it through another year of meals at conference this year. Where do I start to say how grateful and
proud we are of our club members that step up to help set up and tear down and help cook or ran errands.
A huge Thank You to all the women that helped with the cooking and cleaning and running to town and
back. Thank you also to our men that stepped up and helped us in the kitchen. I have learned that it takes
all of us to pull a good conference off. Thank you to the Murray Tractor club, and Bennie McGill for the
wonderful set up that we are allowed to use. We have already started planning for next year so to see you
there! Thanks again to everyone. - Cook (LaQuitta Greteman)
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All Regional Meetings are Free to Attend and are Always Open to
Any Member or Guest...

New to Saltfork or just want to check out Blacksmithing but don’t know where to start? These
meetings are a great place for new members or guests who just want to see what it is all about
to come network with like minded people. If you want some pointers on how to get started, there
is always someone happy to help get you started hammering. And guests are always welcomed.

Want to host a meeting? The meeting hosting form can be found on the last page along with
membership application form. If you want to host a meeting in any area please fill out one of the
host forms on the website under the calendar section or in the newsletter and e-mail the
information or mail the hard copy form in as soon as possible. If you mail a form, please call or
e-mail to verify that it is received. E-mail is the most convenient for me but you can also phone in
the information if you prefer. The sooner the meeting is scheduled, the more time there is to get
the word out to potential attendees. -Russell Bartling 918-633-0234 or rbartling@ionet.net

What’s My Region?

The four main regions are currently defined within the state by being separated by 135 and 140. (For
example, the NW region is anything north if 140 and west of 135.)

All meetings are encouraged. These boundary definitions and SCABA Regions
regional meeting dates are a suggested framework to facilitate
orderly meeting scheduling, planning and promotion with a
minimum of overlaps and a maximum exposure to the
greatest number of members. Not all meetings fit precisely
within a rigid boundary definition and members in an area
may want to hold meetings on a date that doesn’t match their
physical region or at a location other than their own region.
This may be especially true in the center of state for areas that
are close to the 135 and 140 boundary crossing. Special events
such as shows, fairs, etc. may also dictate adjustments to the
meeting dates within a region.

NW @ NE

The regions are meant to be a simplification and clarification to the regional boundaries rather than a rigid
restriction to any meeting scenario. Saltfork members all belong to one club. Regional boundaries are not
intended to imply division within the club, but are intended to help spread distribution and promote
monthly meetings.

Safety

Blacksmithing can be an inherently dangerous exercise. There is no substitute for personal responsibility and common sense and
no list of safety rules can adequately cover every situation. Every person who attends a meeting, demonstration or event
sponsored by the Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Association (SCABA) or its members does so at their own risk and
assumes all responsibility for their own safety needs. The SCABA organization, its officers, members, demonstrators, volunteers|
and guests disclaim any responsibility for any damages, injuries, or destruction of property resulting from the use of any
information or methods published or distributed by SCABA or demonstrated at workshops, meetings, conferences or other
events. SCABA recommends proper attire and safety gear and standard shop safety procedures appropriate for blacksmithing
and shop work during any event where blacksmithing and other related methods are involved. Safety attire includes, but is not
limited to, appropriate clothing, eyewear, hearing protection, gloves, and face shields when appropriate. It is every individual’s
responsibility to provide for their own safety, to determine what safety gear is appropriate for each situation and to provide,
maintain and use that gear as appropriate for each individual situation.
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** SCABA Board of Directors Meeting **

There is a Board of Directors meeting scheduled for 2:00 PM Sunday, November
18th, 2018 at Byron Doner’s shop in Norman.

Board meetings are open to any member to attend. This is the best place to offer
any comments, ideas or criticisms you have on how your club operates.

Feel free to attend. If you plan to attend and have an issue that needs addressed,
please send your topic(s) to the Secretary, Carol Doner, to get on the agenda prior
to the meeting date. - Editor

2018/2019 Workshop Schedule

There are currently no workshops scheduled.

Have an idea for a workshop or class? If you have an idea for a workshop that you
would like to attend (or teach), please let the workshop coordinator know so that details for
time and place can be worked out.

Mandell Greteman is the SCABA Workshop Coordinator.
Contact Mandell at 580-515-1292.

Organic Metalworking Vol. 1
by Lorelei Sims

Limited Copies Available

Lorelei Sims has a great new book illustrating her methods for organic
metalworking. (See details in the October 2016 newsletter, Page 35.)
Volume 1 is first in a series of planned books on different aspects of
organic forging. This is a very good how-to book heavily illustrated and
has something for beginning and advanced smiths alike.

Lorelei Sims

Lorelei’'s methods are easy to understand and execute but the finished work is beautiful (at least
hers is beautiful') You will probably want a copy of this book in your library. | highly recommend
it.

Due to continued demand, we have a second shipment of this book and many have already

sold. The price of the book through SCABA is the same as the price directly from Lorelei and

proceeds from sales benefit SCABA. Contact Josh Perkins (918) 269-3523 if you would
like to purchase a copy. - Editor

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association 5
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2018 REGIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE

NE Region SE Region SW Region NW Region
(15t Sat) (2nd Sat) (3 Sat) (4th Sat)
th th
Nov 3t (Jim Carothers) | Nov 10t (Bill Phillips) Nov 1ériég‘:)th°"y N°"Gzr:te(r:“"::)de"
Dec 15t (Josh Perkins)
(Unless Other Host Dec 8" (Open) Dec 15 (Open) Dec 22" (Open)
Interested)

2018 Fifth Saturdays:

December 29t (Open)

In an effort to increase meetings in the NE region, Josh Perkins is offering up a regular meeting
place at his shop just to get together and open forge unless someone wants to host a normal
meeting on that date. Where noted, the meetings are just informal get togethers and those dates
are still open to anyone who wants to schedule a meeting in the NE.

Please note that there is no trade item for these meetings and lunch is not provided (bring your
own lunch.) And since Josh doesn’t have a lot of extra tongs or hammers, it would be best to

bring your own.
6
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November 2018

NE Regional Meeting November 3 : Will be hosted by Jim Carothers at the Pawnee Bill Ranch Site
Museum. 1141 Pawnee Bill Rd., Pawnee, OK 74058 (west side of Pawnee, just off Hwy 64.)

The trade item is any piece of cowboy art.

We should be on hand at the site by 9:00 AM to start setting up a forge or two and getting the coffee
ready. Bring your portable forge, hand tools, project steel, etc. and lawn chairs.

I'll have a cowby lunch cooked on site in the Dutch ovens and drinks will be provided. Bring a side dish
or dessert if you can. - Jim Carothers, Co-Host with the Museum Staff. Contact Jim at 580-307-5152 or
frontiershop@wildblue.net. Museum contact: 918-762-2513 or_pawneebill@okhistory.org.

SE Regional Meeting November 10t : Will be hosted by Bill Phillips at his shop at 14360 State Hwy
113, Indianola, OK 74442,

The trade item is a nail. Lunch is provide but please bring a side item or dessert to help out.
Contact Bill Phillips at 918-200-4263 or_bullissac@yahoo.com if you have questions.

SW Regional Meeting November 17t : Will be hosted by Anthony Griggs at his shop located at 345387
East Hwy 18B, Sparks, OK 74869. Rock house on the south side of the road on the hill. (See map).

The trade item will be a fancy flux spoon. Lunch will be fully provided. Guests don’t need to bring
any food items. Please bring extra chairs if you want to sit and visit outside.

Contact: Anthony Griggs at 918-866-2252.

NW Regional Meeting November 24t : Will be held by Mandell Greteman at his shop in Foss, OK.

The trade item will be anything you make the day of the meeting. Lunch will be provided but please bring
a side dish or dessert to help out. Contact Mandell at 580-515-1292 if you have questions.

December 2018

NE Regional Meeting October 6t : Will be hosted by Josh Perkins at 9620 N 427, Chelsea,
OK 74016 (see Map on next page.)

No trade item and bring your own lunch. In an effort to increase meetings, Josh is offering up a
meeting place in the NE region just to get together and open forge unless someone wants to
host a meeting on this date.

Josh doesn’t have a lot of extra tongs or hammers so you might want to bring your own.
Contact Josh Perkins at 918-269-3523 or_hithforge@gmail.com

SW Regional Meeting December 8" : Open.

SW Regional Meeting December 15" : Open.

NW Regional Meeting December 22" : Open

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association 7
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2019 REGIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE

NE Region SE Region SW Region NW Region
(1t Sat) (2nd Sat) (3 Sat) (4th Sat)
(U‘:‘?erlfgﬂg‘:?srsﬁ‘:{eﬂgtsg d) Jan 12t (Open) Jan 19t (Open) Jan 26 (Rory Kirk)
Feb 27 (Josh Perkins) Feb 9 (Open) Feb 16t (Open) Feb 23" (Monte Smith)

(Unless Other Host Interested)

Mar 2" (Josh Perkins) Mar 23 (Mandell

(Unless Other Host Interested) Mar 9 (Open) Mar 16" (Open) Greteman)
(uﬁflif gtt(l‘il?l?:srlﬁtrekrigtse)d) SCABA ;Er:ilia(:emative) Apr 20" (Open) Apr 27% (Open)
(U":;g;‘;“t,fgf:;ﬁ;;'gg;{” May 11 (Open) May 18t (JJ McGill) May 25 (Open)
(U‘f},'e';:;‘t,(:f’jz‘sﬁﬁ{e"rigfe) A Jun 8" (Open) Jun 15t (Open) Jun 22 (Open)
Umbe Ot ot ety | Jul 13" (Open) Jul 20" (Open) Jul 27% (Open)
Aug 3 (Josh Perkins) Aug 10™ (Open) Aug 17t (Open) Aug 24" (Open)

(Unless Other Host Interested)

. Sep 21¢t (Ricky Vardell -
Sep 7** (Josh Perkins) Sep 14t (Open) JJ McGill - Sulphur Tractor Sep 28™ (Open)

Unless Other Host Interested)

Show)
Oct 5t (Josh Perkins) Oct 12t (Conference Set Oct 19t (Conference Oct 26 (Open)
(Unless Other Host Interested) up Work Day) Weekend!) ¢ pen
Nov 27 (Josh Perkins) th th rd
(Unless Other Host Interested) Nov 9% (Open) Nov 16% (Open) Nov 23 (Open)
Dec 7 (Josh Perkins) Dec 14t (Open) Dec 215t (Open) Dec 28" (Open)

(Unless Other Host Interested)

2019 Fifth Saturdays:

March 30t (Open)
June 29" (Open)
August 31t (Open)
November 30" (Open)

In an effort to increase meetings in the NE region, Josh Perkins is offering up a regular meeting
place at his shop just to get together and open forge unless someone wants to host a normal
meeting on that date. Where noted, the meetings are just informal get togethers and those dates
are still open to anyone who wants to schedule a meeting in the NE.

Please note that there is no trade item for these meetings and lunch is not provided (bring your
own lunch.) And since Josh doesn’t have a lot of extra tongs or hammers, it would be best to
bring your own.

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association 9



Around the State...

NW Region September Meeting: The
northwest region September meeting was hosted by
Don Garner at the Fairview Tractor Show.

Rory Kirk and Chris Zomes did the demo at
Fairview tractor show on Friday 28" . They had
several groups of school classes most with 20 to 25
in each, normally there are 250 to 300 on Friday.

They demonstrated from 9:00 to 4:30. On
Saturday 29" we had our September meeting with
15 to 20 smiths showing and total of 30 with
spouses and family. Three forges were busy most
of day and it was really great to have Ron
Lehenbauer be there sharing with all who came by
watch.

The trade item was a pair of 25 inch hinges and we
had 6 sets. All were great and several commented

that they were more of a challenge then they had
anticipated.

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association
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I would like for all of our new members to
understand that the trade item is not meant to
embarrass you but to provide a challenge and get
you to try new skills and ask for help if you need
to. We all will be more than glad to help you learn
a new skill if needed.

(Photos submitted by LaQuitta Greteman)

NE Region October Meeting: No meeting 7
was held in October. This date was reserved for
Conference setup in Sulphur.

SE Region October Meeting: No Meeting
was held in October. The SE Region meeting date
was taken up by the 2018 Annual Conference.
Look for Conference wrap up info in the December
Newsletter.

SW Region October Meeting: No Meeting
was held in October.

2018 Oklahoma State Fair

We had great weather this year to demonstrate at
the OK State Fair. We had a few new faces
demonstrating this year and a few of the regulars.
Thank you to each one that participated and
represented the club. The schedule was slow to fill
up and I was a little worried but you guys came
through. I especially want to publicly thank Byron
Donor for going to Wann, Ok to pick up the trailer. § s
Byron made a mid-week coal delivery. He then had 2
to turn around and take it to Tulsa for their fair
event. Please give him a big thank you when you
get a chance!! He logged a lot of miles for the club
with that trailer.

Thank you to the following people who
demonstrated this year; Roy Bell (Clinton), Lloyd
Turner (Chickasha), Tony and Carol Cable
(Blanchard), William Cook (Moore), Raymond
Franklin (OKC), Terry Jenkins (Blanchard), Hagen
Hedrick (Binger), Anthony and Cheryl Griggs
(Sparks), Mark Carter (Stillwater), Eric Jergensen
(OKC), Danny Duncan (Marlow), Marc Carson
(Midwest City), and Richard Blasius (Yukon).

I would like to send an Honorable Mention shout
out to the Friday, September 21 demonstrators,

16 Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association
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Anthony and Cheryl Griggs, Danny Duncan and
Marc Carson. When I arrived out at the fair it was
raining quite heavily and everything was wet and
beginning to flood. We closed down early and left
dripping wet. Luckily the next day was a perfect
day according to Tony Cable.

Thank you to the guys who helped Richard tear

=== down and repack everything to go to Tulsa, Terry
]_[iqu M Jenkins, Marc Carson, Raymond Franklin and
Tony Cable.

Mark your calendar for September 12-22, 2019 for
next year and look for details a few months before

in the newsletter!

Thank you, Michele Blasius
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This “Chalk Talk” shop tip is re-
printed courtesy of the Arizona
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Shop Hints and Tz'ps
by Joe Madrid
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Brent Bailey Workshops and
Conference Demo at the NTBA
2018 Conference

The North Texas Blacksmith Association is having Brent Bailey
back for a week of one day workshops and the Saturday annual
conference for 2018. The NTBA had Brent for hammer workshops
in 2016. (See the December 2016 Saltfork Newsletter.)

By the way, Brent makes
some of the best hammers
going and sells them for
about the best prices going to boot. He can also swing a sledge
hammer with one arm like most people swing their
normal 2 2 pound forging hammer. If you haven’t
seen his work, visit Brent’s website at:
http://brentbaileyforge.com/

There are also several good Youtube videos of Brent. Just look
up Brent Bailey on Youtube or start with this one:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NIG7k500W0

NTBA classes will start on Monday the second week of November and each one-day class
will run until the Conference on Saturday. Classes are $150 Each. You must be a
member to attend ($25 for one year membership.) The Saturday Conference is $45. The
NTXBA is waiving memberships for non-members who sign up for the conference and
giving a free one-year membership with the paid conference fee.

The Conference and workshops will be at Will Frary’s shop in Denton, TX off of Hwy
380. If you would like to attend, keep an eye on the NTBA Facebook page or website:

A

https://www.facebook.com/ntxba/

http://www.ntxba.org/2018hammer-in.php

Registration is open now!

You can also check with the Treasurer, Fred Cole, for more detailed information:

Fred Cole
972-834-4066
ficole@gmail.com

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association 19
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Reflections of Peter Ross Demo
My thoughts following the BGOP Spring Fling 2018 By Drew Alexander

Peter Ross is in my mind one of the best blacksmiths alive today. With regards to 18" century colonial
ironwork, he excels. So having the opportunity to not only witness his work, but be in a teacher/student
setting with Peter this past weekend is something that I place a lot of value in. It is something that I don’t
take for granted. Without diving into all of the details of what was taught this past weekend, you can read
my notes if you’re interested, I wish to reflect upon what I learned from Peter.

There is no secret tool, or secret technique that will make you a successful blacksmith.
This was consistently reiterated over and over all weekend by Peter in many different ways. One woman
asked him how he kept the piece of iron from twisting as he hammered it. His answer, “Well, I have a
special technique that I use which you won’t find in any textbooks, I watch where I hit with my hammer,
and if it starts to twist I stop doing that and correct my swing.” Someone else asked him how he forged his
tenons. His answer was simple, “With a hammer and anvil.” He remarked that he didn’t use a guillotine,
which I think surprised a few people. Over and over again his solution to every problem was to use your
eye, use your brain, and use your hammer and anvil without special tools. Often times I find myself online
ogling over an expensive new rounding hammer or a “Smithin’ Magician,” or even wishing I had the
money to take an expensive class, or buy an expensive book. But what I learned this weekend is that what
can be done with simple tools is limitless and is only limited by practice, perseverance, and willingness to
try difficult things. A new tool won’t make you a better smith, but practice will. Use what you have and
don’t make excuses. Get out in the forge! Try hard things and you will get better.

Don’t let the popular trend dictate your work. Peter uses a cross peen hammer. This was
something that jumped out at me right away. Although I started my blacksmithing experience 15 years ago
with a cross peen, I have since been swept up by the popularity of the rounding hammer. I think this was
generated in part by the strong influence in the blacksmithing community of Brian Brazeal. Brian does
great work with his rounding hammer, but does that mean that it should be used by everyone? Not
necessarily. I decided to ask Peter what he thought about this. He said that rounding hammers were
traditionally used about 5% of the time and all other work was done with a cross peen. If you want to
imitate 18" century iron work you need to use a cross peen. What I took from this was: Use the hammer
that is appropriate for the style of ironwork you are trying to achieve. 18" century work is best performed
with a cross peen. It also showed me that it’s easy to be caught up in what the popular trend is. Just
because everyone is doing it, doesn’t make it right for you. I love my rounding hammer and will continue
to use it, but I have a feeling I’ll be dusting off my old hammer now to see with a fresh perspective what it
can do.

Just because blacksmithing is popular right now, doesn’t mean that there are more

craftsmen. In recent years blacksmithing and bladesmithing have reached national popularity. But what
I’ve found is that the number of craftsman is not actually increasing. Instead we now have hundreds of
thousands of enthusiasts who are intrigued by blacksmithing, they may even have a forge, but they are not
craftsmen. For me it is a continual struggle to stare through the fog of popular blacksmithing trends and
culture to find the pure unadulterated artists and craftsman. There is a whole world of misinformation out
there. Let’s latch onto the teachings and mentors that we know are sound, like Mr. Ross, and learn from
them.

Regards,

Drew Alexander

Apr]l 2018 Pages 20 - 33 are reprinted from the Shenandoah Valley Blacksmith Guild “Now and
Then” Newsletter, August 2018. Thanks to Editor Susan Plank and Author Drew Alexander
for providing copies of the original material for reprint. - Editor
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PETER ROSS

Peter’s interest in early ironwork developed accidentally as the result
of part time employment at a local living history museum. He spent
weekends and summers working in the blacksmith shop, watching the
pieces he had just made be put to use in correct historic context. After
attending the Rhode Island School of Design and a year studying with
blacksmith/whitesmith Dick Everett in East Haddam, CT, he opened his
own shop.

In 1979 Peter was hired as a journeyman blacksmith by the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation. Two years later he took over the shop as Mas-
ter; a position he held for 23 years. In addition to reproducing hundreds
of different pieces of 18" century hardware, utensils, tools, etc, Peter
and staff helped re-discover pre-industrial methods long out of use.

For the last 30 years, he has been a frequent demonstrator at ABANA
national blacksmith conferences, given hundreds of classes and work-
shops on historic tools and methods at prominent Craft schools, regional
blacksmith conferences, and museum sites.

Peter now operates his own business in Siler City, North Carolina mak-
ing museum quality reproductions of 18" and 19" century hardware. Re-
cent projects include hardware for the distillery at Mount Vernon, door
locks for Monticello and Montpelier, and other private restorations.

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association
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BEIERROSS

DEMONSTRATION

My program will consist of two different subjects. One will be the forging and finishing of a
common 18th century style thumb latch. While latches are simple objects, they involve some
of the most intensive forging per inch of any traditional hardware, and include hot and cold
punching, open face die forging, and general anvil work. | will demonstrate a couple of differ-
ent styles, and make all the parts necessary to install a functioning latch.

The other session will focus on discussion
and forging of typical elements from 18th
century English architectural work. This style
of work, commonly overlooked in the recent
revivals of historic styles, includes several
basic scroll and leaf types, light and delicate
forms, riveted construction. The individual
forms are made freehand at the anvil without
scroll forms or jigs, and involve forge welding
to assemble into the larger components. | will
do this demo using wrought iron, and discuss
its special working characteristics as well. |
will have a small but elaborate table bracket
on display as an illustration of the style and
workmanship associated with this period.

22
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POST BASE

The difference in mass between this post and its
base presents a unique challenge when forging it.
Perhaps the most efficient method is to draw materi-
al away from the base (as shown on p.1649), this
requires working heavy stock, and is best done with
a power hammer. The alternative is to upset the
material needed. We start with the later method
using 5/8” square stock for the post. Other sizes are
made in the same way.

STARTING AT WHERE THE POST
WILL INTERSECT THE BASE,
UPSET A PORTION OF THE BAR.
MOVE THE HEAT TOWARDS THE
END AND UPSET ADDITIONAL FOR-
TIONS TO THE END.

HEAT WHERE SHOWN WHITE

HOT..SLIF THE POST

THROUGH THE DIE OVER THE

HARDY HOLE AND UPSET STRAIGHTEN THE
WITH A SLEDGE HAMMER. END OF THE BAR

BETWEEN HEATS,
KEEFING THE
MASS AT THE
END CENTERED

BLACKSMITH’S IOURN'AL 1645
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417-3

i ok

CONTINUE UPSETTING UNTIL THE MATERIAL FILLS THE DIE.

GRIND THE FLASH OFF IF THE BASE IS NOT
THE EDGES, THEN SQUARE WITH THE POST
GRIND THE BOTTOM ’
o HEAT WHERE SHOWN AND
: STRAIGHTEN.
HEAT HERE

Note: A fabricated die of this type is for limited use only.
Use the die shown on the next page for production use.

777
/ 7, /s o
"}/f’_.ff SN
ADD 5/8"
IND OR. SQUARE
ﬁiCEHEI)E ONE STOCK AROUND
CORNER OF ¥&” THE %" STOCK
SQUARE. MITER AND WELD THE
AND WELD TOFP, CORNERS
TOGETHER. AND BOTTOM.
GRIND SMOOTH
TO FINISH.

1646 #133 FEBRUARY 2002
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417-6

FLACE THE COR-
NER FORGING DIE
HOLDER OVER
THE HARDY HOLE,
SLIDE THE POST
THROUGH AND
DRAW OUT EACH
CORNER.

SION INA TOOL

USING A FPOWER
HAMMER OR PRESS,
MAKE AN IMPRES-

LY

0

SN

R

1R5 Wy

ALY
R A

s 1 IG. A..'\'\ t

R R R L e
i ‘.!\.-1 Whmieag

CHECK SQUARE-
NESS AFTER
FORGING THE
CORNERS AND
MAKE NECES-
SARY ADJUST-
MENTS. DRILL
HOLES FOR
MOUNTING
SCREWS.

STEEL BLANK USING
A TOP TOOL MADE

FROM SQUARE
STOCK.

DRILL OUT THE BOT-
TOM, FILE SQUARE,
THEN HARDEN AND
TEMPER THE DIE.

DRILL

BiLE,
HARDEN &
TEMPER

BLACKSMITH’S JOURNAL 1647

36

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association




YARIATIONS

DRILLED AND
TAPPED THROUGH - ROUND DIE #1
THE BOTTOM

CORNER DIE

DDIE #2
REVERSED il

CORNER FORGING GUIDE

56" or 4" ANGLE IRON

e SQUARE

3he" or Va"x Bla,

THE REVERSABLE TOOL
STEEL DIE FITS IN ONE SIDE
AND THE POST SLIDES
THROUGH THE OTHER.

MAKE THE BASE OUT OF
2/6" STOCKWITHA 5/8”

HOLE INIT. FABRICATE =
AS SHOWN TO MAKE TWO e W

5/8” SQUARE HOLES

SIDE BY SIDE. THIS SECTION SHOWS

THE POST AND DIE. THE
DIE 1S HELD IN PLACE BY
TWO SET SCREWS.

1648 #133 FEBRUARY 2002
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DRAWN OUT

417-8

FULLER 21" SQUARE STOCK
NEAR THE END, DRAW OUT
TO THE POST SIZE, AND
WELD TO THE POST.

FULLER

DRAW OUT

417-9

SAW APART TO FIN-
ISH. DRAW OUT
CORNERS AS
SHOWN ON F.1647

DIFFERENT FULLERS CAN BE USED TO MAKE A YARIETY OF BASES

BLACKSMITH’S JOURNAL 1649
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CONTROLLING SCALE

Scale (iron oxide) on the surface of
heated steel causes pitting, hinders
forge welding and is generally con-
sidered a nuisance for blacksmiths.
However the effect it has on iron is
an unmistakable texture that
defines hand forged ironwork. The
trick is controlling it and not letting
it ruin your work. Following is a
guide to managing scale broken
down into three headings: Full
Scale, Faux Scale and No Scale.
Follow these simple guidelines and
you will stay one step ahead of the
harmful effects of scale.

HEAT COLOR

Straw-Gray Dull Red Red Bright Red Orange Yellow White
Smooth Fine Texture ~ Medium Texture  Rough Texture Flaking Deep Flaking Liquid

The hotter iron becomes, the more severe the effect of surface oxidation becomes. Iron should only be
forged above bright red if there is sufficient mass allowed for drawing down to finished size. Drawing
down smooths the surface damage done by overheating.

COAL FORGE ATMOSPHERE Eodt ore Wy piutes
produce a deep, consistent

layer of scale. Gas forge
. GAS FORGE ATMOSPHERE atmospheres produce a

R B R shallow flakier layer of

; SOV NOMNARY scale. As long as the heat is
AR kept below bright red, coal
:: :

i

1
§ 8%

]

4 forge scale is better than
STOCK o gas when used as the fin-
ished surface treatment.
(see Faux Scale next page).

BLACKSMITH’S JOURNAL 1787
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FAUX SCALE

DURING THE FORGING PROCESS, THE STOCK GOES
THROUGH THREE BASIC STAGES THAT EFFECT
SURFACE TEXTURE: 1. HEATING ABOVE BRIGHT
RED, 2. FORGING TO SIZE, AND 3. PLANISHING.

Faux scale, as we are describing
it, is scale that is redeveloped and
used as a surface finish. It is cre-
ated by first removing all the
scale from the forging process,
then replacing with a final one
heat scale. The resulting faux
scale is generally smoother and
more consistent in color than the
forge scale.

An inconspicuous
arc weld begins
with grinding per-
fectly flush.
Upsetting to make
the welding groove
helps prevent
undercutting along
the edge of the
weld. Use a torch
to localize heat at
the end of the bar
when upsetting.

1. GROOVE 2. WELD 3. GRIND FLUSH 4. HEAT A BRIGHT
RED, JUST BEFORE THE SCALE BEGINS TO FLAKE.
(THIS WILL PROVIDE ENOUGH SURFACE TEXTURE TO
BLEND THE WELD WITH THE REST OF THE 5TOCK).

TO CREATE THE FAUX SCALE: e
1. REMOVE THE FORGE SCALE ——— T
BY SUBMERGING IN ACID 2. S e
REHEAT TO A RED HEAT A
(BELOW THE THE TEMP. AT 2 P;;:';; A
WHICH THE SCALE BEGINS TO | o
FLAKE) 3. CLEAR COAT WITH A e
NEARLY MATTE FINISH. T e
HIDING ARC WELDS

1788 #143 DECEMBER 2002

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association
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https://blacksmithsjournal.com/

Light Gray Gray Dark Gray Straw Gray Blue Light Gray

Thick stock is generally more tolerant to higher heat faux scale finishes than thin stock
(346" and under). The charts above show the heat ranges and the resulting faux scale color.

NO SCALE

When scale on the surface of hot metal flakes and cools, it
becomes very hard. When struck with a hammer, it causes
further damage by embedding in the softer hot metal. Below
are three techniques for removing scale before forging. Note:
If an “aged” surface is desired for restoration work, poundmg
scale into the work can actually be desirable.

BEFORE FORGING ONE
SURFACE, TAP THE
OTHER ONE TO LOOSEN
THE SCALE.

DRAG THE STOCK OYER A
SHARP EDGE AS IT
COMES OUT OF THE FIRE
TO REMOYE SCALE AND
” OTHER FIRE DEBRIS.
,‘1I
s g

USE A STIFF WIRE BRUSH

TO REMOVE SCALE AND

DEBRIS JUST OUT OF THE

FIRE, AND AS NEEDED

WHILE FORGING.

ages 34 - 41 are reprinted from the “Blacksmith’s Journal. Feb. 2002, #133 and December 2002, #143. Partial articles are
eprinted with permission. Back issues of the Blacksmith’s Journal can still be purchased at https://blacksmithsjournal.com/

BLACKSMITH’S JOURNAL 1789

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association

41



https://blacksmithsjournal.com/

SCABA Shop and Swap

KAYNE § Son -~ Blacksmiths Depot

100 Danie] Ridge Rd.  Candler, N.C. 25715

Steve Kayne 828-667-9858 fonc 528-665-8303
L Tools for the Metatwarker

L4 Hamimers & Tongs . Blacksmithing

° Spring Swages & Texture tools e Custom Hinges and Handles

®  Amils, Vices, Stakes and Mardy tools ®  Thumblateh sets & Lock sets

® Books & Videos L Exteriorfinterior Hardware

® Specialty Fasteners L] Builders/Architactural Hardware

BlacksmithsDepot.com - CustomForgedHardware.com

J—
Ken’s

‘l
3 / ustom Iron

Ken's Custom Iron, LLC

37634 County Road 9
Avon, MN 56310

FORGE-APRONS. = b (320) 746-8161

mail@kensiron.com

Blacksmith Supply Raker Knives & Steel

Modern Tool For the Modern Blacksmith

www.blacksmithsupply.com Ray Kirk ABS"MS

John Elliott

- . . -b\-——-_,\
jelliott@blacksmithsupply.com ;

804-530-0290
P.O. Box 3766 iilt www.rakerknives.com 918-207-8076

Chester , VA 23831 Blacksmithsupply gadugiblade@yahoo.com  Tahlequah, Ok

’@ (Fme Q*fcma Lmﬁec’)‘ Ef;mﬂ”er f@an&

Brett Smith

310 E. Fry Terrace
Claremore, OK 74017
410-251-4463

"‘T Star Smith”‘*
SASS #7276& :

' > 4 J
¢ W,
- Thve TEENAY -
. >

www.TStarLeather.com
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SCABA Shop and Swap

Thank you to our
Conference Vendors

%@,BIUEMOON Prrss who gracis /Y

i |
Call to Order Toll Free 24/7 - 866-627-6922 Conference Auctions!

i Their contributions
' Reeder Products Inc. || 7050 oo

SCABA. Please
consider patronizing

8 Carrollton, Texas 75006 United States | these vendors to

return the favor!
(469) 257-1000

3201 Skylane Drive, Suite 114

Bill Davis Forge Welded Tomahawk DVD

This DVD is now available to members for a
minimal cost (cost of DVD’s is minimal to
cover reproduction and shipping if applicable.)
Contact the SCABA Librarian, Don Garner, if
you would like to get a copy of this DVD.

Don Garner: 580-302-1845

(Call or Text. If you get voice mail, Please leave | =
a message.)

For Sale:

Tire Hammer Plans by Clay Spencer

Send a check or money order for $30 US to Clay Spencer, 73 Penniston Pvt.
Drive, Somerville, AL 35670-7013. Or send $32 US to Paypal.Me/ClaySpencer.
E-mail me at clay@otelco.net. PDFs will be e-mailed outside US. Phone
256-558-3658

Beverly shear blades sharpened

Remove your blades and send in USPS small

flat rate box with check for $41 US to 73 Penniston Pvt. Drive, Somerville,
AL 35670-7103.

For Sale: | have numerous old tools and collectible items of various kinds including
blacksmith related tools and equipment. Too many tools to list them all. Inventory is always
changing.

Contact: Craig Guy (SCABA Member), Piedmont, OK
Cell Phone: 405-630-7769 (Call or Text )

Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association 43




SCABA Shop and Swap

SCABA Library DVD’s Available:

This is a partial list of the DVD titles available to
members from the SCABA Library. Contact the
Librarian (Don Garner) if you would like to obtain a
copy of any listed title or if you have questions on
any other titles that may be available. Additional
titles are listed on the website. DVD’s are available
for a very minimal cost to offset the blank disc and
cases or sleeves. Shipping cost applies if you
need these delivered by mail.

e Robb Gunter Basic Blacksmithing parts 1,2,3 and
the controlled hand forging series

e Clay Spencer SCABA conf.2013 pts. 1,2 and 3

e Jerry Darnell 18th century lighting, door latches and

hinges

Brent Baily SCABA conf. 2011

Mark Aspery SCABA conf. 2011

Robb Gunter SCABA conf. 1998

Robb, Brad and Chad Gunter 2009 joinery, forging,

repousse, scrollwork, etc.

Bill Bastas SCABA 2002 pts. 1 -6

Jim Keith SCABA conf.2007

Power hammer forging with Clifton Ralph pts. 1 -5

Doug Merkel SCABA 2001

Bob Alexander SCABA 2008

A. Finn SCABA 2008

Bob Patrick SCABA 2004

Gordon Williams SCABA 2010

Daryl Nelson SCABA 2010

Jim and Kathleen Poor SCABA 2001

Ed and Brian Brazeal SCABA 2006

Ray Kirk Knives SCABA 2002

Frank Turley SCABA 1997

Frank Turley SCABA 2003

Bill Epps SCABA 2003

M. Hamburger SCABA 2007

Librarian: Don Garner 580-302-1845 (Cell)

Call or Text. If you get voice mail, please
leave a message.

Have an Item for Sale? Item Wanted?

If you have any items that are appropriate for
Blacksmiths that you would like to list in the
Swap and Swap section (or items you are
looking for), please send me your
description, contact info, and any photos that
you have.

SCABA Swage Blocks

$200.00 plus shipping.
(Same price to members and non-members.)

SCABA Floor Cones
$200.00 plus shipping.

(Same price to members
and non-members.)

To order swage blocks or
cones, contact our
| distributor:

| Nolan Walker at Nature
.~ Farms Farrier Supply in
Norman, OK.

~ 405-307-8031 or
800-460-6759.
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SCABA Shop and Swap

Club Coal: For Sale:
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal | |24’(wide) x 1”(thick) Ceramic fiber blanket (similar
is in 1-2” size pieces The coal is to Kao-wool) $1.00 per inch of length. Twisted solid
$140.00/ton or .07 /pound to members. cable 1/2” diameter $2.00 per ft.

No sales to non-members. Contact Larry Roderick at 940-237-2814

NW Region coal pile located in Douglas, Show Your Pride in SCABA!
OK. If you make arrangements well in )

advance, Tom Nelson can load your truck or ,
trailer with his skid steer loader for a fee of $10 License plates - $5.00 each.
to be paid directly to Tom. Tom has moved his | | Ball Caps - $10.00 each.
skid steer and must now haul the loader to the g

coal pile to load you out, hence the $10 We also have ¥
charge. You may opt to load your own coal coffee cups.

without using Tom’s loader. The coal can be

weighed out at the Douglas Coop Elevator We still have
scales. Contact Tom Nelson (580-862-7691) some of the old

to make arrangements to pick up a load. Do SCABA t-shirts

not call Tom after 9 PM!! Bring your own
containers and shovels. Payment for the coal
($.07 per pound) should be made directly to
the Saltfork Treasurer.

available while the
supplies last. They
are a gray pocket
“T” with the SCABA

NW Region Coal Pile in Thomas: logo on the pocket.
Don Garner now has a new pile of club coal Contgct Josh
available for sales to SCABA members. The Perkins for
shop is at 23713 E 860 Rd in Thomas, OK. information.
(One mile west, then one mile north of
Thomas.) Contact Don at 580-302-1845 (Cell
Phone) to arrange details for purchases.

NE Region coal location: Charlie McGee
has coal to sell. He lives in the Skiatook,
Oklahoma area. His contact information is:
(Home) 918-245-7279 or (Cell) 918-639-
8779

Please text his cell phone number if you )
would like to make arrangements to get Wanted:
coal Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at

1-580-327-5235 or Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net

S/C region coal location: Club coal is
now available at Norman at Byron Donor’s
place. Call Byron to make arrangements to

come by and get coal. If you have any items that are appropriate for
Blacksmiths that you would like to list in the
Swap and Swap section (or items you are
looking for), please send me your description,
contact info, and any photos that you have.

Have an Item for Sale? Item Wanted?
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SCABA T-Shirts

SCABA T-shirts and long sleeve denim shirts: Each shirt has the main design on the
back with the SCABA logo on the front pocket. T-shirts are available in black and
gray. Denim shirts are $25 and T-shirts are $15 (plus shipping if applicable.) If you
would like to purchase shirts, contact Josh Perkins (918) 269-3523.
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www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/Calendar.shtm

New Member

SCABA Membership Application

January 1,2018 toMarch 31,2019 Membership Renewal

Please accept my application Date:

First Name Last Name

Married? __Yes _ No Spouses Name

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone ( ) Work Phone ( )

E-mail ABANA Member? Yes No

I have enclosed $30.00 for dues for the period ending March 31, 20 19
Signed:

Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen, P.O. Box 18389, Oklahoma City, Ok. 73154

O ettt
[

! Saltfork Craftsman Regional Meeting Hosting Form
[

| Region NE SE SW NW

[

:Date: Month day [correct Saturday for region selected above]

[

:Name

:Address

: Phone/email

I Trade item

[
1 Lunch provided yes no
[

1
:Please provide directions or a map to the meeting location along with this form.

[

1 **All meeting are scheduled on a first come basis. Completely filled out form MUST be received by Regional
:Meeting Coordinator no later than the 15th of the month TWO months PRIOR to the meeting month.

1 Completed forms can be mailed or emailed.

1'You will receive a conformation by e-mail or postcard.

:A form must be filled out for each meeting.

1If you don't receive something from the Regional Meeting Coordinator within 10 days of your sending in your
I request, call to verify that it was received.

An online form is also available on the website in the top banner of the Calendar Tab:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/Calendar.shtm
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