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Saltfork Craftsmen
Artist-Blacksmith Association

Officers and Directors

President/West Workshop Coordinator:
Mandell Greteman    580-515-1292
409 East Broadway
Foss, Okla. 73647           mandell01@windstream.net

Vice-President/Conference Chair:  
JJ McGill     580-369-1042
5399 Pete Nelson Rd.
Davis, OK  73030   jjmcgill88@yahoo.com

Director: 
Byron Doner    405-650-7520
6520 Alameda
Norman OK 73026       byrondoner@esok.us

Director:  
Rory Kirk    580-497-6426
501 S 3rd Street
Cheyenne, OK 73628        ershkirk@gmail.com

Director/East Workshop Coordinator:
Brad Nance    918-774-4291
106570 S. 4690 Rd
Sallisaw, OK 74955               bradley.nance@cnent.com

Director: 
Eric Jergensen    405-414-8848
625 NW 18th
Oklahoma City, OK 73103            gericjergensen@gmail.com

Director:
Russell Bartling    918-633-0234
70 N 160th W. Ave
Sand Springs, Ok 74063      rbartling@ionet.net

Assignments:
Secretary and Treasurer:
Carol Doner    405-760-8388
6520 Alameda
Norman, OK 73026                  caroldoner@hotmail.com

Editor/Regional Meeting Coordinator:
Katie Mitchell    405-816-0445
14141 S. Hiwassee Road
OKC, OK 73165                           hope91.16@gmail.com

Webmaster: 
Dodie O’Bryan
Pawnee, Ok              scout@skally.net
   
Librarian:
Don Garner    580-302-1845
23713 E 860 Rd
Thomas, OK 73669
Call or Text. If you get voice mail, please leave a message.

 The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Associa-
tion, a non-profit organization  Our purposes are the sharing 
of knowledge, education and to promote a more general 
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship everywhere. We are a 
chapter of the Artist-Blacksmith Association of North Amer-
ica.
 Material from this newsletter 
may be freely copied without permission 
for non-profit purposes. Please credit the 
author and this publication.

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website:
www.saltforkcraftsmen.org

Editor’s Notes:

A few things to note:

Annual dues have increased to $40.00.

Please note that print copies of the newsletter 
are now a box you have to check on the renew-
al form instead of an automatic thing. Those 
that currently receive them will continue to do 
so for the dues they have paid. Just make sure 
to check the box if you want to keep receiving 
print copies when renewal time rolls around!

-Katie Mitchell, Editor

http://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org
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President’s Notes:

Well, we did it. We have put on 
our 25th annual conference and it 
went well. I would like to thank 
everyone that helped make it 
happen. It takes a lot of help and 
commitment to make the con-
ference work. We had two very 
talented demonstrators for the 
conference. They had a lot of 
very good information to pass 
on that will work well in the fu-
ture for making knives or tools 
for blacksmithing on any craft. 
We had very good weather at the 
conference and the classes. It was not too hot or cold. It would 
be nice if we could order the weather like it was for next year. 
They had a good time at the fair and I would like to thank ev-
eryone that made it happen as well as those that demonstrated. 
I hope the Tulsa fair goes well.

Make something and keep your mind sharp,

 - Mandell
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All Regional Meetings are Free to Attend and are Always 
Open to Any Member or Guest…
New to Saltfork or just want to check out Blacksmithing but don’t know where to start? These 
meetings are a great place for new members or guests who just want to see what it is all about 
to come network with like-minded people. If you want some pointers on how to get started, there 
is always someone happy to help get you started hammering. And guests are always welcomed.

Want to host a meeting?  The meeting hosting form can be found on the last page along with 
membership application form.  If you want to host a meeting in any area, please fill out one of 
the host forms on the website under the calendar section or in the newsletter and e-mail the 
information or mail the hard copy form in as soon as possible. If you mail a form, please call or 
e-mail to verify that it is received. E-mail is the most convenient for me, but you can also phone 
in the information if you prefer. The sooner the meeting is scheduled, the more time there is to 
get the word out to potential attendees. -Katie Mitchell, 405-816-0445 hope91.16@gmail.com

What’s My Region?
The four main regions are currently defined within the state by being separated by I35 and I40. (For example, the 
NW region is anything north if I40 and west of I35.) 

All meetings are encouraged. These boundary definitions and regional 
meeting dates are a suggested framework to facilitate orderly meet-
ing scheduling, planning and promotion with a minimum of overlaps 
and a maximum exposure to the greatest number of members. Not all 
meetings fit precisely within a rigid boundary definition and members 
in an area may want to hold meetings on a date that doesn’t match 
their physical region or at a location other than their own region. This 
may be especially true in the center of state for areas that are close 
to the I35 and I40 boundary crossing. Special events such as shows, 
fairs, etc. may also dictate adjustments to the meeting dates within a 
region. 
 
The regions are meant to be a simplification and clarification to the regional boundaries rather than a rigid restric-
tion to any meeting scenario. Saltfork members all belong to one club. Regional boundaries are not intended to 
imply division within the club, but are intended to help spread distribution and promote monthly meetings.

SCABA Regions

NE

SESW

NW

Safety
Blacksmithing can be an inherently dangerous exercise. There is no substitute for personal responsibility and common sense and 
no list of safety rules can adequately cover every situation. Every person who attends a meeting, demonstration or event spon-
sored by the Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Association (SCABA) or its members does so at their own risk and assumes 
all responsibility for their own safety needs. The SCABA organization, its officers, members, demonstrators, volunteers and 
guests disclaim any responsibility for any damages, injuries, or destruction of property resulting from the use of any information 
or methods published or distributed by SCABA or demonstrated at workshops, meetings, conferences or other events. SCABA 
recommends proper attire and safety gear and standard shop safety procedures appropriate for blacksmithing and shop work 
during any event where blacksmithing and other related methods are involved. Safety attire includes, but is not limited to, ap-
propriate clothing, eyewear, hearing protection, gloves, and face shields when appropriate. It is every individual’s responsibility 
to provide for their own safety, to determine what safety gear is appropriate for each situation and to provide, maintain and use 
that gear as appropriate for each individual situation.
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2022 Workshop Schedule
The Board of Directors and the Workshop Coordinator are always looking for feedback from 
members on what workshops you would like to see from fundamentals to advanced. Please let 
them know! If there is group interest in a specific workshop topic, they will work hard to try to 
make it happen.

BLACKSMITH BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

  WHEN:          Sunday, November 20th at 8am
  WHERE:        Muldrow City Park, Muldrow OK

Saltfork Craftsmen will be hosting a beginners Blacksmithing workshop on Sunday, November 
20th, beginning at 8 A.M. and running until complete. (About 3 P.M) All tools and materials will 
be provided.  Projects will include, an S-hook, a forged leaf keychain, and a hot cut chisel. We 
will be covering the basic blacksmithing skills of tapering, drawing, scroll work, and heat treat-
ing. A hot lunch will be provided. Slots are limited so please reserve yours early. Cost for the 
course is $40 per person. Minors under 16 must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  

To make reservations, or for questions, please contact Bradley Nance @ 918-774-4291, or 
email at Bradley.nance@cnent.com 

(Please note that due to insurance requirements, all participants must be members of Saltfork 
Craftsmen. Membership is $30 per year, and covers all family members. Membership fees are 
payable at the time of the course or by contacting Carol Doner at Treasurer@saltforkcraftsmen.
org) 

Have an idea for a workshop or class?  If you have an idea for a workshop that you 
would like to attend (or teach), please let the workshop coordinator know so that details for 
time and place can be worked out. 

We have two workshop coordinators:
 Western Areas:  Mandell Greteman is the SCABA Workshop Coordinator. 
    Contact Mandell at 580-515-1292.

 Eastern Areas:  Brad Nance is the SCABA Workshop Coordinator.
    Contact Brad at 918-774-4291.

mailto:Bradley.nance@cnent.com
mailto:Treasurer@saltforkcraftsmen.org
mailto:Treasurer@saltforkcraftsmen.org
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Member’s Gallery

I took a break from leaves and made this bottle opener.
-Katie Mitchell
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2022 REGIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE
NE Region
(1st Sat)

SE Region
(2nd Sat)

SW Region
(3rd Sat)

NW Region
(4th Sat)

Jan 1st 
(Open)

Jan 8th 
(Open)

Jan 15th 
(Open)

Jan 22nd 
(Doug Hyde)

Feb 5th 
(Open)

Feb 12th 
(Open)

Feb 19th 
(Open)

Feb 26th 
(Rory Kirk)

Mar 5th 
(Regional Meeting 

OPEN)
(Beginning Blacksmith 

Workshop-Elk City)

Mar 12th 
(Open)

Mar 19thMar 19th
(Open)(Open)

Mar 26th 
(Dorvan Ivey)

Apr 2nd 
(Open)

Apr 9th 
(Open)

Apr 16th 
(Open)

Apr 23rd 
(Everett Timmons)

May 7th 
(Diana Simon 

Cherokee Strip Museum)

May 14th 
(Open)

May 21st 
(Ray Kimbrell)

May 28th 
(NW-Mandell Greteman)
May 28th (SW-JJ McGill, 

Boy Scouts)

Jun 4th
(Open)

Jun 11th 
(Regional Meeting Open)

(Beginner’s Work-
shop-Elk City)

Jun 18th 
(Regional Meeting Open)

(Beginner’s Work-
shop-Muldrow City Park

Jun 25th
(Don Garner)

Jul 2nd 
(Open)

Jul 9th 
(Open)

Jul 16th 
(Open)

Jul 23rd 
(Terry Kauk)

Aug 6th
(Diana Simon 

Cherokee Strip Museum)

Aug 13th 
(Open)

Aug 20th 
(Open)

Aug 27th 
(Skylar Parker)

Sep 3rd 
(Open)

Sep 10th 
(Open)

Sep 17th
(Open)

Sep 24th
(Ron LehenBauer as 
Host - Don Garner as 

Contact Person)

Oct 1st
(Open)

Oct 8th 
(Conference Setup) 

Oct 15th 
(Conference Weekend)

Oct 22nd
(Monte Smith)

Nov 5th 
(Diana Simon 

Cherokee Strip Museum)

Nov 12th 
(Open)

Nov 19th 
(NW - Skyler Parker)

(SW - Open)

Nov 26th 
(Open)

Dec 3rd 
(Open)

Dec 10th 
(Open)

Dec 17th
(NW - Skyler Parker) 

(Open)

Dec 24th 
(Open)

2022 Fifth Saturdays:
January 29th (Open)

April 30th (SCABA Annual Picnic!)

July 30th (Open)
October 29th (Open)
December 31st (Open)
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November 2022
NE Regional Meeting November 5th: Will be hosted by Diana Simon and the Cherokee Strip Histori-
cal Society at the new Blacksmith Museum and Shop.  
2617 W. Fir Ave, Perry, OK 73077.  The shop is located approximately 1/4 mile east of Exit 186 from 
I-35 on north side of the road (Hwy 64 or Fir St.)

The trade item is whatever you want to bring or make.  

The meeting is planned to start at 9:00 AM.  Lunch will be provided.
 
Contact Diana Simon at 580-572-8290 or dsimon@okhistory.org if you have questions.

SE Regional Meeting November 12th:  (Open.)

SW Regional Meeting November 19th: (Open.)

NW Regional Meeting November 19th: Will be hosted by Skylar Parker at the Route 66 Blacksmith 
Shop in Elk City.

The trade item is a silverware set (spoon, knife, fork).

Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to help out.

Contact: Skylar Parker at 580-393-1215 if you have questions.

NW Regional Meeting November 26th: (Open.)

December 2022
NE Regional Meeting December 3rd: (Open)

SE Regional Meeting December 10th:  (Open)

SW Regional Meeting December 17th: (Open)

NW Regional Meeting December 17th: Will be hosted by Skylar Parker at the Route 66 Blacksmith 
Shop in Elk City.

The trade item is a Christmas Tree Ornament.

Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to help out.

Contact: Skylar Parker at 580-393-1215 if you have questions.

 

NW Regional Meeting December 24th: (Open)

http://dsimon@okhistory.org
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January 2023
NE Regional Meeting January 7th:  (Open.)

SE Regional Meeting January 14th:  (Open.)

SW Regional Meeting January 21st: (Open.)

NW Regional Meeting January 28th: Will be hosted by Rory Kirk at the Route 66 Blacksmith Shop in 
Elk City.

The trade item is three 3/8 chain links forge welded together (see August 2022’s Newsletter for a good 
article on chain making).

Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to help out.

Contact: Rory Kirk at 580-497-6426 if you have questions.

February 2023
NE Regional Meeting February 4th:  (Open.)

SE Regional Meeting February 11th:  (Open.)

SW Regional Meeting February 18th: (Open.)

NW Regional Meeting February 25th: Will be hosted by Skylar Parker and Layton at the Route 66 
Blacksmith Shop in Elk City.

The trade item is a spear.

Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to help out.

Contact: Skylar Parker at 580-393-1215 if you have questions.
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SCABA Annual Conference
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Around the State... 
NW Region September Meeting: 

The September meeting was hosted by Ron 
LehenBauer at the Fairview Tractor Show.
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NE Region October Meeting: No Meeting was held.
SE Region October Meeting:  No Meeting was held.
SW Region October Meeting: No Meeting was held.
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This article is reprinted with permission from the Blacksmith’s Association of Missouri newsletter Sep-Oct 2022
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This article is reprinted with permission from the Alabama Forge Council’s newsletter Bituminous Bits, Jul-Aug 2022
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This article is reprinted with permission from the Alabama Forge Council’s newsletter Bituminous Bits, Jul-Aug 2022
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This exerpt is from ABANA’s October 2022 affiliate newsletter.
-Editor
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SCABA Shop and Swap
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SCABA Shop and Swap

For Sale:
Water Jet Services - Saltfork Discount

Taswallson Manufacturing is offering waterjet services at discounted rates for Salt-
fork members. I am currently operating nights and weekends. 

Contact: Ragnar at rtaswallson@yahoo.com or 918-855-8250.

Limited Edition SCABA Anvils

Limited Availability!

Small Anvils - $500.00 (plus shipping)  ---  Large Anvils - 700.00 (plus shipping)

Contact Byron Doner 
405-650-7520
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SCABA Shop and Swap
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SCABA Shop and Swap

Call to Order Toll Free 24/7 - 866-627-6922

Reeder 
Products Inc.
3201 Skylane Drive, 
Suite 114
Carrollton, Texas 
75006 United States
(469) 257-1000

Thank you to our Conference Vendors who graciously Thank you to our Conference Vendors who graciously 
donated items for the Conference Auctions!donated items for the Conference Auctions!

Their contributions helped to support SCABA. Please Their contributions helped to support SCABA. Please 
consider patronizing these vendors to return the favor!consider patronizing these vendors to return the favor!

Bill Davis Forge  Welded 
Tomahawk DVD
This DVD is now available to members for a 
minimal cost (cost of DVD’s is minimal to cover 
reproduction and shipping if applicable.) Contact 
the SCABA Librarian, Don Garner, if you would 
like to get a copy of this DVD. 
Don Garner: 580-302-1845
(Call or Text. If you get voice mail, Please leave a message.)

For Sale:
Tire Hammer Plans by Clay Spencer
Send a check or money order for $30 US to Clay Spencer, 73 Penniston Pvt.
Drive, Somerville, AL 35670-7013. Or send $32 US to Paypal.Me/ClaySpencer.
E-mail me at clay@otelco.net. PDFs will be e-mailed outside US. Phone
256-558-3658

Beverly shear blades sharpened
Remove your blades and send in USPS small
flat rate box with check for $41 US to 73 Penniston Pvt. Drive, Somerville,
AL 35670-7103.
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For Sale: I have numerous old tools and collect-
ible items of various kinds including blacksmith 
related tools and equipment.  Too many tools to list 
them all. Inventory is always changing.
Contact: Craig Guy (SCABA Member), Piedmont, 
OK
Cell Phone: 405-630-7769 (Call or Text )       

SCABA Shop and Swap
SCABA Swage Blocks 

**(NOTICE: Price Change)**
$250.00 plus shipping. 
(Same price to members and non-mem-
bers.)

SCABA Floor Cones
**(NOTICE: Price 

Change)**
$375.00 plus shipping. 

(Same price to mem-
bers and non-mem-
bers.)

To order swage blocks 
or cones, contact our 
distributor:

Nolan Walker at 
Nature Farms Farrier 
Supply in Norman, 
OK. 

405-307-8031

SCABA Library DVD’s Available:

This is a partial list of the DVD titles available to mem-
bers from the SCABA Library. Contact the Librarian 
(Don Garner) if you would like to obtain a copy of any 
listed title or if you have questions on any other titles 
that may be available. Additional titles are listed on the 
website. DVD’s are available for a very minimal cost to 
offset the blank disc and cases or sleeves.  Shipping cost 
applies if you need these delivered by mail.

• Robb Gunter Basic Blacksmithing parts 1,2,3 and the 
controlled hand forging series

• Clay Spencer SCABA conf.2013 pts. 1,2 and 3
• Jerry Darnell 18th century lighting, door latches and 

hinges
• Brent Baily SCABA conf. 2011
• Mark Aspery SCABA conf. 2011
• Robb Gunter SCABA conf. 1998
• Robb, Brad and Chad Gunter 2009 joinery, forging, re-

pousse, scrollwork, etc.
• Bill Bastas SCABA 2002 pts. 1 - 6
• Jim Keith SCABA conf.2007
• Power hammer forging with Clifton Ralph pts. 1 - 5
• Doug Merkel SCABA 2001
• Bob Alexander SCABA 2008
• A. Finn SCABA 2008
• Bob Patrick SCABA 2004
• Gordon Williams SCABA 2010
• Daryl Nelson SCABA 2010
• Jim and Kathleen Poor SCABA 2001
• Ed and Brian Brazeal SCABA 2006
• Ray Kirk Knives SCABA 2002
• Frank Turley SCABA 1997
• Frank Turley SCABA 2003
• Bill Epps SCABA 2003
• M. Hamburger SCABA 2007

Librarian: Don Garner 580-302-1845 (Cell)
Call or Text. If you get voice mail, please leave a message.



Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association30

SCABA Shop and Swap
Club Coal:

**(NOTICE: Price Change)**
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal 
is in 1-2” size pieces.  The coal is $300.00/
ton  or .15 /pound to members.
No sales to non-members.

NW Region coal pile located in Doug-
las, OK. If you make arrangements well in 
advance, Tom Nelson can load your truck 
or trailer with his skid steer loader for a 
fee of $10 to be paid directly to Tom. Tom 
has moved his skid steer and must now 
haul the loader to the coal pile to load you 
out, hence the $10 charge.  You may opt 
to load your own coal without using Tom’s 
loader. The coal can be weighed out at 
the Douglas Coop Elevator scales. Con-
tact Tom Nelson (580-862-7691) to make 
arrangements to pick up a load. Do not 
call Tom after 9 PM!! Bring your own con-
tainers and shovels. Payment for the coal 
($.15 per pound) should be made directly 
to the Saltfork Treasurer.

NW Region Coal Pile in Thomas: 
Don Garner now has a new pile of club 
coal available for sales to SCABA mem-
bers.  The shop is at 23713 E 860 Rd in 
Thomas, OK. (One mile west, then one 
mile north of Thomas.) Contact Don at 
580-302-1845 (Cell Phone) to arrange 
details for purchases.  

NE Region coal location: 
****NOTICE:****

Charlie McGee is no longer hosting the 
coal pile in the NE region. If you would be 
interested in hosting a location in NE, let 
one of the SCABA Board members know. 

S/C region coal location: Club coal is 
now available at Norman at Byron Doner’s 
place. Call Byron to make arrangements 
to come by and get coal. 

Have an Item for Sale? Item Wanted?

If you have any items that are appropriate for Black-
smiths that you would like to list in the Shop and 
Swap section (or items you are looking for), please 
send the editor your description, contact info, and 
any photos that you have.

SCABA T-Shirts!
2022 25th Anniversary SCABA T-shirts
$25

Stonewashed Blue 
(no pocket)
1 - XL, 1 - 3XL

Deep Royal (Tall)
1 - 4XLT

Smoke Grey (Tall)
1 - 2XLT

Royal (pocket)
1 - 4XL

Sand (pocket)
1 - 2XL, 1 - M

Please contact Carol Doner if interested (text preferred) at 
405-760-8388.

Also Available

Coffee Mugs - $5 
Winter Caps - $10
Car Tags - $5

Old T-shirts are $5.
If interested, ask Carol about sizes and years avail-
able.
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SCABA Membership Application
For Annual Membership
(Please Print Clearly!)                   Date _______________________

First Name ______________________________ Last Name ____________________________________

Married?    ________Yes  ________ No          Spouse’s Name _________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ____________

Phone (Best Number to Contact) (______)___________________________________________________

e-mail ______________________________________ 

ABANA Member? ______Yes    ______No  

I have enclosed $40.00 for dues for one year membership from the date of acceptance.
Signed: _______________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen, 6520 Alameda, Norman, OK  73026
Note: Registration online by Paypal OR credit card is available from the website. 

www.saltforkcraftsmen.org
You do NOT need a Paypal account to use your credit card and registration/renewal is immediate.

New Member _________

Renewal          _________

Saltfork Regional Meeting Hosting Form

Region:    _________NE       _________SE       ________SW       ________NW 

Date:  Month __________________  Day ____________________ Year __________________________

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Host Phone (Best Number to Contact) (______)______________________________________________

Host e-mail ___________________________________________________________________________

Trade Item: ___________________________________________________________________________

Lunch Provided: ___________ Yes       ____________  No

Please provide detailed directions and/or a map to meeting location if possible.  Meetngs are scheduled on 
a first come basis.

Return to:  Saltfork Craftsmen Regional Meeting Coordinator,  Kathrine Mitchell
  14141 S. Hiwassee Rd
  Oklahoma City, OK  73165

You can also send the information in an e-mail or text or fill out the online form available on the website in 
the top banner of the Calendar Tab:   www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/Calendar.shtm

Newsletter Preference:
☐  Print Copy
☐  E-mail Alerts for New Newsletters  

http://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org
http://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/Calendar.shtm
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