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Editor’s Notes

Correction for the October issue:
the toolbox was not made by
Terry Kauk but rather Terry Jenk-
ins (and Dawnavan). Thanks to
Terry Kauk for pointing that out.

Meeting Coordinator

Jason O’Dell has volunteered to
be meeting coordinator. He will
also collect meeting pictures and
reports for the newsletter. See
Slate of Officers) for contact in-
formation.

President’s Corner

As always, the conference required an incredible amount of
volunteer effort. I’m going to take a moment to list them.
First and foremost, thanks to JJ McGill, our conference
chair and chief cook. Bill Phillips, Anthony Griggs, Terry
Jenkins, JJ McGill, and I worked on the setup Saturday

before the conference. Byron Doner
loaned his tire hammer and one of his
anvils. LaQuitta and Mandell Greteman
came early and helped with the final
camera setup and last minute emergen-
cies. Rory Kirk’s wife, Ellen, brought me
their T-Mobile home internet so that we
could run credit cards and use our con-
ference and membership databases with-
out tying up my phone. Angie Phillips
ran Iron in the Hat with help from Ger-
ald Franklin. Gerald Franklin also res-
cued me with some last minute metal
supply for Clay. JJ’s mom and her friend
kept the kitchen running so we could all

eat. John Tolbert brought Jennifer from the DFW airport.
Dan Richman took her back on Thursday. Carol Doner and
Shem Hamil ran the registration desk and auction. David
Seigrist was our highly entertaining auctioneer. Thanks
also go to those who donated items for Iron in the Hat,
the auction, and the ToolBox. Terry Jenkins and Dawna-
van Crawford made the Toolbox and the quilt was made by
Angie Phillips, Donita Smith, and LaQuitta Greteman.

We will have the conference video up on our website for
members to stream by December.

Forge on and make beautiful things!

– Eric Jergensen

Conference Sponsors
Please support the vendors that donated to our auction.

Blacksmith Depot T Star Leather
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Regional Meeting Schedule

NE Region SE Region SW Region NW Region
(1st Sat) (2nd Sat) (3rd Sat) (4th Sat)

Nov 4th Nov 11th Nov 18th Nov 25th
Diana Simon Skylar Parker (Open) (Open)

Cherokee Strip
Museum

Route 66 Blacksmith
Shop

Dec 2nd Dec 9th Dec 16th Dec 23rd
(Open) (Open) (Open) (Open)

Jan 6th Jan 13th Jan 20th Jan 27th
(Open) (Open) (Open) (Open)

Feb 3rd Feb 10th Feb 17th Feb 24th
(Open) (Open) (Open) (Open)

Mar 2nd Mar 9th Mar 16th Mar 23rd
(Open) (Open) Beginners’ Workshop Mandell

Muldrow City Park Route 66 Blacksmith
Shop

Fifth Saturdays:
December 30th, 2023 (Open)
March 30th, 2024 (Open)
June 29th, 2024 (Open)

November 2023 Meeting Details

NE Regional Meeting November 4th: Hosted by Diana Simon and the Cherokee Strip Historical
Society at the new Blacksmith Museum and Shop.

2617 W. Fir Ave, Perry, OK 73077. The shop is located approximately 1/4 mile east of Exit 186
from I-35 on north side of the road (Hwy 64 or Fir St.)

The trade item is whatever you want to bring or make.

The meeting is planned to start at 9:00 AM. Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or
dessert to help out.

Contact Diana Simon at 580-572-8290 or dsimon@okhistory.org if you have questions.

NW Regional Meeting November 11th: Hosted by Skylar Parker at the Route 66 Blacksmith Shop
in Elk City. The unconventional date is to avoid a conflict with Thanksgiving weekend.

The trade item is a bottle opener or cork screw.

Lunch will be provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to help out.

Contact: Skylar Parker at 580-393-1215 if you have questions.

Back to Contents

Beginner’s Workshop March 16th
8am Muldrow City Park, Muldrow OK
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/zS5zSQFTvad7bpQV7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TpJXXv8r3MLj2hJJ8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TpJXXv8r3MLj2hJJ8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/4mhbp2rbsEuQKUD98


Class will finish about 3pm. All tools and materials will be provided. Projects will include, an S
hook, a forged leaf keychain, and a hot cut chisel. We will be covering the basic blacksmithing
skills of tapering, drawing, scroll work, and heat treating. A hot lunch will be provided. Slots are
limited so please reserve yours early. Cost for the course is $50 per person. Minors under 16 must
be accompanied by a responsible adult. To make reservations, or for questions, please contact
Bradley Nance @ 918-774-4291, or email at Bradley.nance@cnent.com

Back to Contents

Boy Scout Classes
Ardmore Scouts

February 18, 2023, John Cook hosted a workshop for Ardmore, OK Boy Scouts from Troop #5
at his home and blacksmith shop located on top of the Arbuckle Mountains. Three troop leaders
and 12 boys arrived around 8:30 am. Little cool weather getting started that morning, John had 2
coal forges and 3 anvils set up. Ricky Vardell brought a forge and anvil with him The boys had
requested to make items for campfire cooking. We started with each boy making a spatula and
moved on to steak turners and two tripods.

Lawton Scouts

Ricky Vardell hosted a workshop at his home in Temple for Lawton, OK area Boy Scouts from
Troop #4100. Three Adults and 7 boys arrived around 9:30. JJ McGill and John Cook helped with
the event. JJ started out with a safety lesson for the boy scouts. Ricky had 2 forges going inside
and 3 outside. Ricky demonstrated how to make squirrel cookers. John demonstrated how to
make steak turners. Each Boy Scout made squirrel cookers that morning and after lunch made the
steak turners. JJ demonstrated how to make a split cross out of a railroad spike. (no crosses were
made, maybe another time) The boys did get to play around heating iron and making clinkers.
Great afternoon and no one got burnt. Ricky wanted to say a big thank you to JJ and John for
coming over and helping out.

4

Bradley.nance@cnent.com


9th Annual Jim Dyer Boy Scout Blacksmithing Camp Out Weekend

In memory of Mr Jim Dyer.

We hosted at the Murray County Tractor Show grounds. The started off the day with S hooks and
the on to camping silver ware then ending the day with personal ideas. We had Frito chili pies
with JJ’s home made chilli and Miss Nikki Vardells No bake cookies for dessert. A Special Thank
You out to Ricky & Nikki Vardells, Ben Hide, Chase George and Gary Nicole for all your help with
the Scouts.

Back to Contents
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Highland Gathering Scottish Games

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist Blacksmith Association was busy October 21st & 22nd.
Not only was there an annual conference, but several members attended the
Highland Gathering Scottish Games in Choctaw. The weather was quite warm
but dry. In all the years I have worked at Scottish Games events I have never
seen them. We were in a perfect location to witness the contest and it was most
interesting. The club had as many as 7 smiths working at one time. Some of those
in attendance were Tony & Carol Cable, Brahk Hadick, Jeff Cohen, Alyssa Lusk,
John Brown, Paul & Shelley Lowe and their family and others. Several months
of the year are excellent times to go to an event and participate in representing
the club. I encourage you to get out and do something and grow as a person and
smith.

– Tony Cable
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Conference

We had a great conference with Clay Spencer and Jennifer Horn. Clay came with his right-hand-
man Allen Kress. Clay gave us a walk-through of pretty much his entire collection of power
hammer tooling and Allen demonstrated using anything that Clay wanted shown or the audience
asked for. Jennifer showed the techniques for the pan, handle, quatrefoil, and more all the while
sharing really great insight on her techniques and why she did things that way.
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People’s choice was 1st: Gerald Brostek, 2nd: Bill Phillips (knives)

Rory won both the quilt and the toolbox!
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Jennifer’s Class
Jennifer lead a very informative and fun class.

David Seigrist, Dan Richman, Jennifer Horn, John Tolbert, Eric Jergensen

Back to Contents
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Reprinted from Alabama Forge Council Sept-Oct 2023 newsletter
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Reprinted from Blacksmith Association of Missouri May-June 2023 newsletter
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SCABA Shop and Swap

Sculpture by Gary
Stone & Wood Carvings

Gary L. Bennett
Artist & Sculptor

Tulsa, OK

(918)691-3589
gary.bennett1539@gmail.com
Facebook Page: Gary Bennett
Payment by: Cash, Check, Paypal

Types of Carvings:

Celtic Designs, Symbols, Memorial Markers, Family
Crests, Relief Carvings, Carvings In-the-Round,

Names, Numbers and Lettering

Custom Orders:

Contact Gary by phone, text or email; picture or
sketch is helpful. Gary can provide a price quite.

Classes for adults and youth

Limited Edition SCABA Anvils

Limited Availability!

Small Anvils - $500.00 (plus shipping) — Large Anvils - $700.00 (plus shipping)

Contact Byron Doner
405-650-7520

Water Jet Services - Saltfork Discount

Taswallson Manufacturing is offering waterjet services at discounted rates for
Saltfork members. I am currently operating nights and weekends.

Contact: Ragnar at rtaswallson@yahoo.com or 918-855-8250.
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Reeder Products Inc.
3201 Skylane Drive, Suite 114
Carrollton, TX
75006 USA
(469)257-1000 Order Toll Free 24/7 - 866-627-6922
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Parks AAA Quench Oil
We have 5 gallon buckets of Parks AAA medium-fast
quench oil. Buckets will be available at the confer-
ence or by contacting one of

• Mandell Greteman (580)515-1292
• Brad Nance (918)774-4291
• Byron Doner (405)650-7520

Bill Davis Forge Welded
Tomahawk DVD
This DVD is now available to members for
a minimal cost (cost of DVDs is to cover
reproduction and shipping if applicable.)
Contact the SCABA Librarian, Don Gar-
ner, if you would like to get a copy of this
DVD. Don Garner: 580-302-1845 (Call or
Text. If you get voice mail, Please leave
a message.)

Tire Hammer Plans by Clay Spencer
Send a check or money order for $30 US to Clay Spencer, 73 Penniston Pvt. Drive, Somerville, AL 35670-
7013. Or send $32 US to Paypal.Me/ClaySpencer. E-mail me at clay@otelco.net. PDFs will be e-mailed
outside US. Phone 256-558-3658

Beverly shear blades sharpened
Remove your blades and send in USPS small flat rate box with check for $41 US to 73 Penniston Pvt. Drive,
Somerville, 35670-7013.

SCABA Swage Blocks
$250.00 plus shipping.

SCABA Floor Cones
$375.00 plus shipping.

To order swage blocks
or cones, contact our
distributor:

Nolan Walker
Nature Farms Farrier
Supply
Norman, OK.

405-307-8031
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SCABA Library DVDs Available
This is a partial list of the DVD titles available to
mem- bers from the SCABA Library. Contact the Li-
brarian (Don Garner) if you would like to obtain a
copy of any listed title or if you have questions on
any other titles that may be available. Additional
titles are listed on the website. DVDs are available
for a very minimal cost to offset the blank disc and
cases or sleeves. Shipping cost applies if you need
these delivered by mail.

• Robb Gunter Basic Blacksmithing parts 1,2,3
and the controlled hand forging series

• Clay Spencer SCABA conf.2013 pts. 1,2 and 3
• Jerry Darnell 18th century lighting, door

latches and hinges
• Brent Baily SCABA conf. 2011
• Mark Aspery SCABA conf. 2011
• Robb Gunter SCABA conf. 1998

• Robb, Brad and Chad Gunter 2009 joinery, forg-
ing, repousse, scrollwork, etc.

• Bill Bastas SCABA 2002 pts. 1 - 6
• Jim Keith SCABA conf.2007
• Power hammer forging with Clifton Ralph pts.

1 - 5
• Doug Merkel SCABA 2001
• Bob Alexander SCABA 2008
• A. Finn SCABA 2008
• Bob Patrick SCABA 2004
• Gordon Williams SCABA 2010
• Daryl Nelson SCABA 2010
• Jim and Kathleen Poor SCABA 2001
• Ed and Brian Brazeal SCABA 2006
• Ray Kirk Knives SCABA 2002
• Frank Turley SCABA 1997
• Frank Turley SCABA 2003
• Bill Epps SCABA 2003
• M. Hamburger SCABA 2007

Back to Contents

SCABA Membership Application
For Annual Membership New Member: Yes / No Date

First Name Last Name

Married: Yes / No Spouse’s Name:

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) email ABANA Member: Yes / No

Newsletter: Print Copy: Yes / Online only Email alerts for new edition: Yes / No

Please enclose $40.00 for one year of membership and return to:
Saltfork Craftsmen, 6520 Alameda, Norman, OK 73026

Note: online registration is available at https://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/.
You do NOT need a Paypal account to use your credit card and registration/renewal is immediate.

Back to Contents
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Officers and Directors
President/Newsletter Team:
Eric Jergensen 405-414-8848
625 NW 18th St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73103 president@saltforkcraftsmen.org

Vice-President/Conference Chair:
JJ McGill 580-369-1042
5399 Pete Nelson Rd.
Davis, OK 73030 jjmcgill88@yahoo.com

Directory/Swage Blocks & Cones
Byron Doner 405-760-8388
6520 Alameda
Norman, OK 73026 byrondoner@esok.us

Director:
Rory Kirk 580-497-6426
501 S 3rd Street
Cheyenne, OK 73628 ershkirk@gmail.com

Director/East Workshop Coordinator:
Brad Nance 918-774-4291
106570 S. 4690 Rd
Sallisaw, OK 74955 bradley.nance@cnent.com

Director:
Tracy Cowart 918-630-7025
14500 S. 4240 Road
Claremore, OK 74017 gtcowart@gmail.com

Director/Meeting Coordinator:
Jason O’Dell 405-488-5370
20091 Timberidge Rd
Harrah, OK 73045 meetings@saltforkcraftsmen.org

Secretary and Treasurer
Carol Doner 405-760-8388
6520 Alameda
Norman, OK 73026 caroldoner@hotmail.com

Newsletter Team:
Katie Mitchell 405-816-0445
14141 S. Hiwassee Road
OKC, OK 73165 editor@saltforkcraftsmen.org

Webmaster:
Dodie O’Bryan
Pawnee, OK webmaster@saltforkcraftsmen.org

Librarian:
Don Garner 580-302-1845
23713 E 860 Rd
Thomas, OK 73669

Board of Directors Meeting
The board will meet online at 2pm
on Sunday, November 19th. If you
wish to attend please contact Eric Jer-
gensen. If you have an item to add
to the agenda, please contact Carol
Doner.

Scheduling Meetings
Please contact Jason O’Dell to sched-
ule a regional meeting. Jason will also
collect the pictures and report from
the event. Text or email him. Any-
one who attends a meeting can send
pictures, but please make sure one
person sends some description of it.

About Us
The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-
Blacksmith Association, a non-profit
organization Our purposes are the
sharing of knowledge, education
and to promote a more general
appreciation of the fine craftsmanship
everywhere. We are a chapter of
the Artist-Blacksmith Association of
North America.

Material from this
newsletter may be freely
copied without per-
mission for non-profit
purposes. Please credit the author
and this publication.

https://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/

Back to Contents
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